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Nonprofessionals
and Cataloging:

A Surveyof FiveLibraries
Josrrn A. RosrNrnx-, Chi'ef
Pre,paration Seruices,The New York Public Library,
New York, N. Y.
Nonprofessionals are performing efiectiaely in cataloging and related
operationsin fiue uniuersity libraries surreyed by meansof a questionnaire and site interztiews,Specific tasks assi,gnedto nonprofessionalsare
described.Work organization,training and recruitment practices,and
job conditions are important factors in the successof theseprogranxs.
Comparatiuepersonnelpracticesand job-relatedbenefitsfor professionals and nonprofessionals
are outlined. Administrators in these libraries
plan to extendthe useof nonprofessionals
in cataloging.
WELL OVER half a century, the library community has received
EOR
I' advice from both insiders and outsiders to the effect that libraries
should allocate work assignmentson a rational basis. A central tenet of
this advice rests on the assumption that there is a definable difference
between professional and nonprofessional tasks, and states that those employees categorized as professionals should not be engaged to any ap.
preciable extent in performing nonprofessional or clerical jobs.
Concurrently, and increasingly since World War II, librarians have
commiserated among themselves-verbally and in print-about
shortages of competent staff within the profession, reaching what amounted
to a ritualistic "Manpower Be-In" at the San FransciscoALA Conference
in r967. These plaints give the impression that practically all areas of librarianship could well do with additions to the ranks. Judging from the
measurement of decibel level, however, the suffering is particularly intense in the field of organizing materials for use, i.e., cataloging.
The present report attempts neither to denigrate the pleas for distinction between professional and nonprofessional work, nor to deny the
cries of alarm at the shortage of catalogers. Both assertionsare taken as
generally well-founded, the first on the ground that it conforms to widely
accepted principles of personnel administration, the second partially
justified on the analogous connection between smoke and fire and substantially supported by this writer's own experience in attempting to
maintain a sizeable stafi of catalogers.This study documents the efiorts
of five university libraries to put into effect a rational work classification
schemefor cataloging and related activities and at the same time to solve
or alleviate their difficulties in attracting professionally qualified catalogers during a time when theseoperations were rapidly expanding.
In mid-r967, the Cataloging Policy and Research Committee (CPRC)
Volume t j, Number j, Summer t969
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of the Cataloging and 'Classification Section of the Resourcesand Technical Services Division of the American Library Association requested
this writer to undertake a survey of the use of nonprofessionals in cataloging. Some ground work had already been done, and certain parameters
were defined. In 1964, Rexford Beckham had obtained data on fortytwo university libraries concerning their use of clerks for cataloging with
Library of Congresscopy. The statistics gathered showed the number of
clerks used at each institution, the number of titles cataloged annually by
clerks, a general evaluation of performance (satisfactory or not), the
length of time this policy had been in efiect, and the number of volumes
in the cataloging backlog. Acting on the basis of Beckham's report, the
CPRC secured advance pledges of cooperation from four librariesChicago, Cornell, the University of California at Los Angeles, and Yaleto supply further information on the subject. Shortly thereafter, a fifth
library, that of the University of Utah, requested to be included in the
study, and was added to the list of cooperating institutions. The Committee envisoned a detailed questionnaire related to the ways in which
nonprofessionals are utilized in cataloging operations and their treatrnent in comparison with professionals regarding matters of salary, jobrelated benefits, recruitment, review, and promotion, followed by onthe-spot interviews with one or more supervisorsof cataloging activities.
In practice, the above study design proved to be a workable plan. The
questionnaire evolved during the fall and winter of 1967, r,r'ith the advice and consultation of the Committee. Technical service directors in
the participating libraries received the questionnaires in mid-February
of 1968, and were asked to return the completed forms within a month.
The interviews occurred in late March and April of the same year,
and generally filled most or all of a working day.
The Questionnaire
The questionnaire consisted of nineteen pages and covered the following areas (not designated as categories or groups of questions in the
form itself):
r. Verification of the fact that a distinction was made in the library
between professionals and nonprofessionals, and identification of the
basis for the distinction.
z. Identification of the specific types of cataloging activities to which
nonprofessionals were assigned, the specific level(s) of nonprofessionals
assigned to each activity, and the number of nonprofessionals (full-time
equivalents) assigned to each activity. The activities included various
types of searching, adding volumes to book sets and serials, cataloging
monographs and serials with and without Library of Congress copy,
classification and assignment of book numbers, error correction of various
types, filing and catalog maintenance, preparing bibliographic data for
machine input, and revision, supervision, and training of each specific
duty described.Twenty-six separate activities were defined, with revision,
supervision, and raining appropriate as a corollary task for twenty-four
'
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of these. The possibilities of separate cataloging or related assignments
for special materials-rare books and non-book items-were also Presented.

library) required for each level.
4. Characteristics of the nonprofessionals actually employed: (t)
whether or not recruited from within the library; (z) average length of
employment at present classification level; (3) marital status; (+) rye,
i.e., over or under go; (5) a count of nonprofessionals Presently enrolled
in library or other university course programs; (6) the number of student
and faculty wives in the group. Information on each of these characteristics was obtained for each nonprofessional classification level, and in
certain casescomparable information *as requested for the professional
staff.
5. Difierences and similarities concerning job conditions and related
benefits for professionals and nonprofessionals. Information requested
here pertained to review of job performance, length of work week, frequency of payment, vacation and si.k leave allowances, eligibility for
leaves without pay and sabbaticals, reasons for termination, retirement
and health insurance programs, and other prerogatives.
6. Statistics of cataloging production for the Past three years: monograph and serial titles cataloged,volumes added, and catalog cards filed.
7. Two evaluative questions, the first asking the responders to rate
as excellent, good, fair, or unsatisfactory, the degree of satisfaction
achieved with each classification level of nonprofessionals; the second an
open-ended question asking for any contemplated or desired changes in
assignments and duties, or in number of nonprofessionals on the cataloging staff.
The Interuiews
The interviews at the five universities took place within a three-week
period, beginning March 27 arrd ending April-r7, 1968. No set pattern
was superimposed on the interviews, although certain common elements
of information were sought and all visits contained several common
features. In all cases,the librarian responsible for technical serviceswas
the focus of the interview. At two libraries, discussion took place almost
solely between this librarian and the interviewer; at tlre others, unit
heads and members of the cataloging staff as well were queried on particular points. Each visit included an on-site tour of the cataloging operation, usually with excursions relating this activity to acquisition, physical book preparation, and the catalog organization and public service
of the library in general. A close scrutiny of the completed questionnaire preceded each visit.
Volumetj,Number j,Su,mmer 1959
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The interviews and site surveys attempted to meet the following
objectives:
r. Clarification of imprecise or incomplete data submitted in the
questionnaire.
s. Provision of data on certain points not covered by the questionnaire and realized to be of possible significance.
3. Securing an understanding and "feel" of the cataloging operation
and routines, including the nature and complexity of the cataloging
tasks in general and specifically of those assigned to nonprofessionals.
4. A more extensive insight than that obtainable in the questionnaire concerning the supervisory staff's appraisal of the use of nonprofessionals,and opportunity for the technical servicessupervisors to comment on the possible application of such personnel assignmentsto other
libraries.
5. An opportunity for the participating libraries to bring to light
pertinent features of their programs of utilizing nonprofessionals in cataloging which had not been elicited by the questionnaire, and to suggest modifications or additions to the study underway.
Worh Assignments
T'his study was launched on the postulate that nonprofessionals not
only are of theoretical value in cataloging operations but are contributing efiectively to the organization of library materials for use in concrete
situations. Specific, detailed knowledge of these contributions may be of
some assistanceto other libraries which have not yet considered or implemented such organization of personnel, even though the character,
size, and complexity of such libraries may differ considerably from those
studied here.
It should be stated without qualification that the above postulate
was borne out in fact. At all of the five libraries, the use of nonprofessionals is a well-established fact of life. There is no doubt on the part of
the library administration as to the wisdom of initiating or continuing
this policy; in fact, at most of the institutions there was a clear feeling
that the use of nonprofessionals should be expanded in the cataloging
aIea.
The following list constitutes those cataloging and related activities
which are performed, at least in large part, by nonprofessionals in all or
most of the five selectedlibraries:
r. Pre-cataloging searching, i.e., searching items received against established catalogs or other files in order to report on (a) duplicates, (b)
.variant editions, and (c) forms of personal and corporate names used
as main and added entries.
z. Preparing appropriate catalog records for incoming material related closely to works already in the collections: (a) added copies, (b)
additional volumes or issuesof serials and book sets,and (c) variant editions. In some cases,the newly acquired item may involve subject or
authority changesrequiring work by a professional.
'
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3. Preparing, in whole or in part, catalog records for incoming items
found to have Library of Congress cataloging data available (through
eitlrer LC proof or final copy in card files or the National Union Catalog
in book form). Generally speaking, the percentage of cataloging with LC
data done by nonprofessionals as opposed to professionalsvaries inversely
according to the percentage of change made in LC data as determined
by local policy.
4. Establishing, in the local library's files, authority records for both
names and subjects (or subject subdivisions) which are new to the local
files but which have been used by LC or which are authorized by LC's
Subject Headings. In most of the libraries, professional help is also associatedwith this type of activity.
5. Correcting discrepanciesor errors in cataloging. Obviously, errors
may call for corrective action of either a simple or complex character,
but in many casesthey are resolved by nonprofessionals engaged in a
type of activity related to the locus of the error.
6. Filing. Alphabetizing and filing catalog cards is a problem area
for most large libraries and many small ones. For many years (and the
practice still occurs at some institutions), filing tended to be considered
a professional job, partly because of the complexity of filing rules and
partly because this step represented delivery of one porrion of the library's output to the consumer. That is, errors in filing could (and can)
mean effective loss of access to information concerning items in the
collection for the users, while errors in choice of entry, descriptive cataloging, classification, or assignment of subject headings might be considered less critical. Two reasons,in addition to this traditional concept
of filing as an operation which should be assigned to professionals because of the responsibility involved, operate today to reinforce the pattern:
(a) Larger volumes of accessionsand cataloging result in greater output of cards; libraries are unable to train and retain enough skilled
nonprofessional filers to cope with the workload; and
(Ul Filing is considered an effective rraining device for junior professional stafi. It accustoms beginning catalogers to the struCture of-the
library's card files, and, some administrators feel, gives them valuable
contact with the end product of their principal work assignment and
with public service units and the users.
In contrast to the above lines of reasoning, all of the five libraries in
the study use nonprofessionals extensively, if not exclusively, in the filing
operation, and would like to see this task become divorced from the
work of professional catalo€iers.In only one site is filing performed by a
separate unit whose main function this is (together with alphabetizing),
and even here the assignment does not extend to departmental libraries.
An incidental effect of the diversity in assigning filing workloads is to
make it virtually impossible to measure total filing costs within the library and, one suspects,sustains the impression of filing as a far less
costly operation than it really is.
Volu,mer j, Number j, Summer t969
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to perform some basic cataloging functions.
A case in point is the establishment, at the local library, of names or
subject headings new to the catalogs. When appropriate, and if the
form is already found in use at or authorized by LC, the entry and the
reference structure may be established in the local authority file by non-

Depending on the complexity involved or expertise required, nonprofessionals are extensively involved in additions to and revisions of
cataloging work already performed. This includes correcting errors or
discrepancies of all kinds (once they are discovered!) as well as the recording of copies or volumes added to an existing catalog recotd.
The one major aspect wherein nonprofessionals figure least is that of
original cataloging of serials. In all the libraries this is considered fundamentally the domain of professionals.Yet at least one circumscribes the
work of the formally trained catalogers to only those elements of serials
requiring extensive judgment and interpretation of bibliographic principles: entry decisions (when not already apparent from the material
of established in the catalogs), recording of title, classification, and subject headings, plus complexities of numbering, subseries,and the like.
Essentially, however, the remaining work of recording the issues in
hand, providing for tabulation of issues to be received in the future,
indicating binding instructions, and most of the many other intricate but
o:dinarily routine features of serial cataloging are passedon to nonprofessionals. Naturally enough, those working with serials are usually in
a high nonprofessional classification and have relatively long experience
in the library situation.
Personnel Classification,J ob Requirem,ents,and Salaries
Implicit in the above discussion of work assignments is the concept
of a personnel classification scheme, and, as might be expected, the concept is operative and well-defined at the libraries studied.2 In fact, the
r This symbol (f ) indicates throughout this report that the practice described is
followed by most, but not all, of the five libraries studied; or that it is followed to a
'
limited extent only by some of the libraries.
2 At one institution, the classification scheme is more rigorously defined for nonprofessionals than for professionals; at the four others, job classification extends to all
library employees and includes reference and other services as well as cataloging.

'
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extensive use of nonprofessionals is associatedwith a sophisticated approach to personnel management in general. Although the libraries
exhibit considerable variation in their policies and practices, the impression is clear that they have carefully considered a wide range of
problems in this area and have adopted courseswhich tend to insure rational and non-arbitrary treatment of staff members (f ).
The nonprofessional positions which perform the duties described
in the previous section have been assigned to a range of either four
or five classesor grades which include other, non-cataloging positions
within the libraries. These classesare distinguished by the following
characteristics: (r) for each, there is a minimum and maximum salary
Ievel, usually with step increments based on successfulperformance and/
or length of service within the grade; (z) for each class a set of minimal
requirements exists, which is usually a combination of factors pertaining
to education, previous experience, and special skills; and (3) positions
within each class are marked by a generally common level of complexity,
which is in some casesrelated to responsibility for supervising other staff
members.
As might be expected, those cataloging-related positions most frequently involving exercise of independent judgment and calling fot
highly developed language or subject knowledge fall in the higher classes:
work in serial cataloging; original cataloging of monographs; supervision
of other cataloging nonprofessionals. Simple filing (in numerical sequence), recording of added volumes and copies, and comparison of
items received with supplied (LC) data with little opportunity for discretionary change are classed in the lower position grades. Becausethe
assignment of regular (alphabetical) filing varies from library to library,
those who participate in this task may be classed at almost any of the
levels in the personnel scheme.
Educational requirements begin with high school graduation and
extend to completion of a college degree with some library school work.
In the lower grades, little or no related experience is required, but
previous work within a library, and sometimesin technical service operations, is called for at the top levels. In these latter, also, proficiency in
one or more foreign languages is often necessary.Typing skill is often a
requirement, but usually for a specific position rather than for an entire
class of jobs. At most of the libraries, newly appointed employees assigned to the cataloging operation take a standardized clerical aptitude
test at the time of initial interview.
Generalizations about salaries in the five libraries studied are difficult
to make, partly because the Iibraries themselves are located in widely
scattered sites throughout the country, and subject to varying determinants affecting pay scales,such as sizeof urban area and prevailing competitive pay scaleswithin that area. In several of the libraries, pay rates
for the lower level or levels of cataloging-related positions are set on an
hourly basis, a fact which is probably connected to the practice of hiring
part-time (student) help to fill the positions. In almost all cases,the maxVolume rj,Nu,mber j,Summer t969
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imum rate for the highest nonprofessional grade overlaps the minimum
professional salary. Based on the size of the sample and the data gathered,
it is impossible to make any valid correlations between either absolute
or adjusted salary rates and the degree of success(however measured) in
using nonprofessionalsin cataloging operations.
R ecruitm ent, B ackgr oun d, Tr ai,nin g, an d T urn oaer
Appointees to the higher level positions under discussion generally
have had previous experience in the library, or in another library, and,
to some extent, this constitutes part of their training when promoted.
Even so, the period of training is significantly longer for those positions
more directly related to the core of cataloging than for tangential work
such as filing, searching, and the like. The range of the training period
for nonprofessionals doing actual cataloging runs from three months to
a year; for searchersand staff working with added volumes and copies,
the time spent in learning the job varies from two to six months; while
for filers the training period generally runs from one to four months.
Certain data collected in the course of the study related to characteristics of the incumbents in these nonprofessional positions such as age,
marital status, sex, and connection with the academic institution (directly
as a student, or by marriage to a student or faculty member). For the
five libraries together, these statistics reveal little except the fact that
extremely few cataloging nonprofessionals are men (of a total of r48
employees, only seven were male; in two libraries there were no men in
the positions surveyed). However, when the statistics are analyzed by
specific institution and related to certain other findings, they become
somewhat more meaningful.
In institution A, for example, twenty-two out of twenty-seven nonprofessionals were either students themselves or wives of students. The
average length of time employed ac the particular job assignment was
relatively short (indicating high turnover), except for the three employees
at the highest grade, only one of whom was a student. The two others
were females over thirty years old.
Institution B draws a high proportion (over half) of its nonprofessional cataloging assistantsfrom the ranks of student wives. These staff
members tend to be assignedat relatively high (but not the highest) classification levels, and in these levels the average length of time in the
assignment is significantly less than for either the grade just above or just
below. To summarize the conclusion of the technical services director,
student wives constitute a good labor market for this type of work; they
learn fast and work well; but they cannot be expected to remain when
their husbands complete the degree requirements.
At institutions C and D, the pattern is fairly similar. A lower percentage of nonprofessionalscomes from students or student wives, and of
this group, most are employed at the lowest classification level. For the
other levels, the turnover rate is lower, or, conversely, the length of
time spent in the present job assignment is relatively long and for
.
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certain grades approachesthe incumbency period for professionals.There
is little-or ro ipput"trt colrelation between turnover rate and marital
Etatusper s3 or age.
In all but one of the libraries, the turnovel rate for nonprofessionals
is significantly higher than that for professionals. Generally, the length
of time speni by"the average professlonal at the library is about twice
that of th" uo.tug" nonpiofeisional. This fact is not surprising, in
view of educationil, srat-us,and salary differentials between the two
groups. The exception to the rule is noteworthy, however; it is"partially
E*ptainea by the relatively low length of incumbency for professionals
(aitributable to several causes)'In addition, the comparatively low turnJver of nonprofessionals in this particular library seemsto be linked to
their recruithent from the ranks-of married females (over 94 percent) in
an area which may be subject to a low degree of job mobility {or the husbands, and where pleasint working conditions in a prestigious academic environment lead to a senseof job satisfaction.
working conditions and. Job-Related Benefits: Professionals and Non'
professionals
working conditions and job-reQuestions in the survey concerning
treatment of professionals and
comparative
on
centeled
benefits
lated
nonprofessionals. In respect to ihe following list of factors, similar policiej(at any particular library) prevail for both groups:
Type and frequency of performance evaluation (#)
Length of work week (f)
Frequency of pay Period
Possibility of being granted leave without pay
Procedure for consideration oI grievances
Causesfor termination
Sick leave allowances
Health insurance Plans
Announcement of available positions to staff members
Availability o[ tuition privileges for children of staff members (f)
In regard to two other factors, some differentiation in policy between
and nonprofessionalsis usually or frequently made:
profes"sionals
Sabbatical leave (if granted at all)
Length of vacation
For the following factors, some libraries apply the same policies to both
groups, while others difierentiate:
Retirement plans (although all libraries had retirement plans for both
grouPs)
Dining and Parking Privileges
Encouragement to itlend piofessional or associationalmeetings
In addition, all of the libraries encourage nonprofessionals, when qualified for admission, to attend library school, in most caseswith financial
aid or defrayment of tuition.
' 329
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Conclusion
As noted previousiy, all of the libraries expressed interest, both in
replies to the questionnaire and in the interviews, in extending their
programs utilizing nonprofessionals in cataloging. Three of the libraries
rated the degree of successfor this program as "excellent" at all classification levels, and the remaining two applied the same rating to those
in the highest grade-the nonprofessionals exercising the greatest degree
of discretion and independence in creating bibliographical records. Despite the difficulties and doubts expressed in the paragraphs below, all
of the libraries were seeking to expand the number of nonprofessionals
engaged in cataloging, and in some casesplan to fill vacant professional
positions at the higher nonprofessional levels.
Just as with professional catalogers, recruitment of good nonprofessionals is difficult, especially in filling the topmost grades. Furthermore,
the extensive, and expensive, on-the-job training required is apt to be
considered a dubious investment under conditions of high turnover.
Situations in which nonprofessionals approach the longevity of professionals in a cataloging-related work assignment, even in these days of
extensive professional job mobility, are rare indeed. The experience of at
least some of these libraries may indicate that recruitment from the
most convenient, attractive, and available labor pool-student wivesis lessdesirable than it may appear at first glance.
Another question raised by at least one supervisor relates to the basic
difference, by definition, between the two groups of employees. Can a
library which seeks to maintain high standards of bibliographical control reach the point where its nonprofessional cataloging staff can be
relied upon to do independent work without extensive professional revision? The broad terms of this question do not permit a pat answer, and
must be related to specific contexts of training, work organization, job
definitions, quality of supervision, and the like. Nevertheless, an expressed goal of these libraries seemsto be to extend the scope of nonprofessional duties to cover increased latitude in making independent
judgments and decisions in bibliographical matters, and there is legitimate reason to ask whether the nonprofessional has enough general
background and specific knowledge of the functions of libraries and
catalogs to be responsible for a product which afiects directly the ultimate
user of the library.
Those supervisors interviewed at the five libraries voiced considerable
interest in the development of a training program for nonprofessionals
or library technicians, and this interest is reflected in the growing body
of professional literature on the subject. The present report cannot set
forth a set of guidelines for establishing such training programs; nor is
it within the scope of this paper to evaluate those already underway. It
may be pertinent, however, to suggestsome of the questions which must
be faced in contemplating this type of training.
Should training for nonprofessionals be geared to technical services
alone, or include other library functions as well?
'
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tional academic courseof study or outside it?
What practical advantages for those who complete such a program
would ensue? Would completion of this type of training qualify those
who enrolled for immediate placement in high-level nonprofessional
classifications, or would it still be necessary for them to serve an aP

The emergence of formal instructional progtams for nonprofessional
library employeesmay well exercise a beneficial influence in lesseningthe
on-the-job training necessary in any particular library. Whether or not
these programs multiply and succeed,the trend of increased use of nonprofessionals in cataloging is not likely to diminish. Sound personnel
and management practice, economy, and insufficient supply of professional catalogers are powerful factors in this trend. Although it may not
be easy to distinguish clearly between cause and effect, two more phenomena can be cited as actual or potential stimulants to this trend:
r. The long-range tendency on the part of local libraries to use, with
lessand lesschange, cataloging data from the Library of Congress.
z. The vast increase in cataloging coverage, by the Library of Congress, of world bibliographical outPut, and the encouraging outlook for
prompt availability of this cataloging data.
The five university libraries surveyed in the present study, as Beck'
ham showed, did not originate the use of nonprofessionals in cataloging,
nor are they the only exponents of the trend toward extension of this
practice. The development of an in-service training program for catalogers at the Library of Congress in response to the demands of the National
Program for Acquisitions and Cataloging constitutes an interesting and
significant solution, although one which is not practical for every library situation, to the problems stated at the beginning of this paper. A
number of other large research and public libraries have utilized nonprofessionals for a number of years in ways often corresponding to
those outlined in this report, with local variations. These developments,
supported by the illustrations from the present survey, should encourage
other libraries to review their organization of cataloging activities and
personnel as one approach to improved bibliographic control.
Volume t j, Number j, Summer 1969
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A S A FORMER CHAIRMAN (r966-1969)of the ResourcesCommirla.
tee of the Resources and Tecirnical Seivices Division, I have been
concerned for some time about the way in which a number of vital aspects
of the broad question of resourcesare ignored by RTSD. Only a smalfpart
of this feeling is attriburable to the casual manner in which the Resources
,Committee, whose broad responsibility is "to study the present resources
of American libraries,"l has been treated by RTSD. Thaftreatment is per.
haps understandable in light of the fact that the American Library Aisociation's Board of Resourceswas attached to what might otherwise have
been a Technical ServicesDivision in the reorganization of rg57; and in
view of the continuing conflict between an essentially Association-of-Re.
search-Libraries-dominated Resources Committee and the RTSD Board
of Directors that existed, and still exists to an extent, for a number of
years. That the nature and extent of RTSD's interest in resourcesis misplaced can be seen, in part, by examining the simplified organization
chart of RTSD (Figure r). The ResourcesCommirtee, wfricn in many ways
should be analogous to a section, is relegated to a minor and unique roie
in the organizational structure as an independent committee. trich section chairman is a member of the RTSD Board of Directors, the chairman of the Resourcescommittee is not; each of the sectionshas an assistant editor for LRTS, the Resourcescommittee does not. only in being
invited to meer regularly with the planning committee is the'Resources
Committee treated as an equal.
consequently, despite protestations to the contrary, it often seemsto a
chairman of the ResourcesCommittee that RTSD is composed, in large
measure,of technicians concerned more with how to buy mlterial cheaply
and catalog it quickly than with the value and usefulness of materiai.
RTSD does not take seriously enough its responsibilities for rhe "developt ALA Bulletin, 6e:r e8o(r
968).
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ment and coordination of the country's library resources."2Despite Verner
Clapp's eloquent pleading in r95g-"Let me ask then, are these terms of
reference mere pious expressions,drafted in generalized terms only to assure that no other division of the American Library Association shall have
any constitutional prerogative with respect to resources; or do we genuinely intend to do something about them?"s-these terms of reference
have often been "mere pious expressions."This is especially true in regard
to the responsibility for the development of resources.\Arhat work has
been done shows more concern with the coordination of existing resources.The weaknessesthat currently exist in the development of American library resources will continue to exist until an effort is made by
RTSD, or some other group, to take that question seriously. Despite the
development of a proposed Conference on Interlibrary Cooperation
through Network Communication by the RTSD Board of Directors in
conjunction with RSD and ISAD, the main goal is not being achieved because too little attention is being paid to the question of what material is
being collected and why.
One of the major causesof this problem is the fantastic increase in the
amounts of money available for expenditure on library materials. In
1946/47, for example, r47 academiclibraries reported a total expenditure
of just under $5,ooo,ooofor books, periodicals, and binding; by ry59/6o,
r,g5r academic libraries were reporting a total expenditure of just over
$4o,ooo,oooin those categories; and the estimate for 1966 was that :,2o7
academic libraries would spend a total of $r r r,ooo,ooo.aThis has resulted
in a more casual attitude toward the expenditure of funds by most librarians, in an intense competition for the limited material available
especially in the antiquarian market, and in a greedy demand for the li
trrary dollar by merchandiserswho previously saw little profit to be made
frorn libraries. These factors, coupled with a shortage of competent resourcesoriented staff, have brought about a mechanistic approach to the
question of resources,and have also contributed to an increasing lack of
real interest in coordinated resourcesdevelopment by many libraries.
The expenditure of funds for resources at all levels is extremely
wasteful. One need only look at the multitude of reprint and microtext
programs that have been developed and which find a ready market. The

z ALA Bulletin, 6z:.tzgz (1968). T'he full statement of RTSD's responsibilities
reads: "The Resources and Technical Services Division is responsible for the following
activities: acquisition, identification,
cataloging, classification, and preservation of
library materials; the development and coordination of the country's library resources;
and those areas of selection and evaluation involved in the acquisition of library materials and pertinent to the development of library resources. . . ."
sVerner W. Clapp, "Library Resources-the Professional Responsibility," Library
Re sources dt T echnical Seruices,3: 3- r r (r g5g).
4"College and University Library Statistics," College b Research Li,braries, g:238-q,o
(t948). ALA Li,brary Statistics of Colleges and Uniaersities t955-66 Institutional Data
(Chicago: 1967),p. 6-7.
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are not attempting to find methods of spending relatively large amounts

s WiIIiam R. Nugent, "statistics of Collection Overlap at the Librarie-s of the Six
New England State Universities," Library Resources b Technical Sentices, rz.:3r-6,
(r968).
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when considering such problems as reclassifi.cation, but the figures indicate a level of commonalitv that raises doubts about the effectivenessof
American libraries in deveioping collections that add much to the total
resources potential of the country. The development of unique collections and materials not owned by the Library of Congress or other
researchlibraries which would help to give a library some distinction and
which would contribute to the overall narional library resources would
seem to be more vital. What good is it to complain about the mass of
material being published, and about horv it cannot be controlled, if the
"research" libraries persist in their efiorts to spend most of their resources
in the purchase of the same small percentage of the total mass of
material available?
There is a stifling uniformity about the resources development currently taking place in American libraries as a result of this mechanistic

These, and other similar developments, lead me to believe that Ameri-

simply becauseit was available. Perhaps that golden age is now vanished
and we have entered into a more decadent era which some librarians
mistake for the millennium.

e or as Thoreau put it: "our inventions are want to be
our attention from serious things. They are but improved
end, an end which it was already but too easy to arrive at.
to construct a magnetic telegraph from Maine to Texas; but
be, have nothing important to communrcate."

.no

pretty toys, which distract
means to an unimproved
. . . we are in greai haste
Maine and rexas, it may

Libraty Resoutces dy Technical Seruices

Under its general charge to assume responsibility for "the develop
ment and coordination of the country's library resources"RTSD ought to
be now making a serious and concentrated effort to find ways of assuring
that American libraries, as a whole, are making the wisest expenditure of
their funds for resources, and to be developing programs whereby a substantial proportion of those funds would be devoted to the acquisition of
unique materials by American libraries which are worth sharing with one
another through networks. As one part of this effort, RTSD ought to
carefully examine the current position and function of the Resources
Committee to seeif it ought not to be given a more prominent and active
role in the work of RTSD.
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SomeAdministrative
Aspectsof
BlanketOrdering
IeN W. Tnou
Queens College Library
Flushing; Neu York

Unless the consequences
of the blanket ordering of monographs
on clerical acquisitionsroutines are anticipated and planned for,
this rnethod of procurementmay increasethe worhload.If prompt
interim control is desired,searchingand typing are necessary,
and
it is less time-consumingto perform such operationsfrom order
recommendationslips than from books. The clerical aspectsof
fiscal control tend to be more complicated than with regularly
orderedboohs,and handling returns consumestime. The increasing
scopeand promptnessof LC catalogingsuggestthat libraries could
sacrificesomemeasureof interim control, to that extent si,mplifying
the processingof blanketorder monographs.
HE LAST DECADE HAS SEEN a sharp increase in the blanket
T
I
ordering of monographs, particularly on the part of university libraries. There seem to be two basic kinds of arrangements: non-selective and
vendor-selective. Under the first type the library says to the vendor,
usually a publisher: "Send us everything you publish except for material
in fields X and Y in which we have no interest." Under the second type
the charge to the vendor, usually a jobber, might be: "Send us every
trade monograph published in Sweden in the fields of our interest which
you think we should have." !-or the latter type of arrangemenr, the subjects to be included and excluded are usually specified in appropriate
detail and some attempt is made to define the level of collecting. Under
both types there is typically an escape clause which permits the library
to return books it does not want.
Blanket ordering serves the purposes both of selection and of procurement. This article does not purport to discussits merits as a selection
device but rather to explore its consequencesas a method of procurement. The remarks which follow, therefore, deal with the logistical, not
with the intellectual implications of blanket ordering.
For blanket ordering does have consequences on the clerical routines
of the acquisitions department, consequenceswhich must be anticipated
and carefully prepared for, if a library's blanket order program is to work
smoothly. These consequences if overlooked become noticeable (and
painful) in direct ratio, of course, to the percentage of incoming mone
graphs acquired on blanket order. This merhod of procurement, other
.
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things being equal, does not result in "less work" for the acquisitions
people. On balince, the acquisitions department will require more man'
lronir to process a given number of iitles received on blanket order
than it would if theie same titles were ordered conventionally. In this
article, the term "acquisitions" describes people oI oPerations that have
to do with the procurement, not the selection of materials' "Conventional" orderi4g- means the title by title ordering of materials already
selected.
Less Worh
There are three operations necessitated by conventional ordering
which are eliminated uider blanket ordering, and to this extent the lattel
does indeed mean "less work" for the acquisitions department.
First, ordered books require the mailing out of orders- The daily
batch of typed order forms hive to be sorted according to vendor and then
stuffed inio envelopes. The latter, however, are frequently pre-addressed
by addressographor other means.
Second, whitt a., ordered book is received, some check must be made
to insure that the dealer sent the item asked for. This is done by comparing the book with a copy of the multiple order form which the dealer
has returned with the book.
Third, some slip in some file must be found and then marked (or at
least removed to another file) to show receipt. This is the minimum;
sometimes there are several slips in several files to be handled.
While it eliminates some operations, however, blanket ordering creates
others.
Interim Control
Most, if not all, libraries insist that a monograph destined for cataloging be und.er some minimum control between the time of its receipt

the latter arrive.
In both casesthe filing operation is the same and the information
typed is substantially the same. There is an important difierence, however, in how this identical information is typed.
For conventional ordering, the order typist works from 3 x 5" order

Library) are penciled in by the appropriate officer.
The typiit merely copies. Beyond the mastery of local policy in such
Volume t j,Number j, Summer t969
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matters as form, abbreviations and omissions, typing skill per se is what
But when the shipping clerk brings up a truckload of those blanket
order books from Sweden (or from the Yale University Press, for that
matter) the same operation takes on some of the aspectsof original descriptive cataloging. The typist's raw material, instead of being a batch
of order recommendation forms or an issue of a trade bibliograph], is a
truck of books. And because the pertinent LC proofs have not arrived
(more about this later) and becausethe library wants immediate control,
the control slips must be made from the bools. Each of the latter must
be hefted from the truck, placed on the desk, opened (and induced to
stay open) and then returned to the truck. Obviously, this takes more
time than manipulating an equal number of slips. The typist hopefully
scansthe title page for the standard bibliographical data; if it is not there,
she must hunt for it. Titles and subtitles must not be confused, nor an
edition statement with a printing starement. Judgment, as well as detective skill may be called for. And of course foreign languages merely compound the same problems.
Then the revision. The proofreading of out-going orders is basically
simply that, i.e., checking to see that the typist copied correctly. But the
review becomes revision when applied to slips typed from books because
the validity of the information itself is in question, not only the accuracy
of its transcription. Obviously, revising against a truckload of books is
rnore exacting and time-consuming than proofreading against an equivalent number of order recommendation forms.
With regard to the non-bibliographical items which many libraries
require on the multiple order {orm, it is easy for the acquisitions librarian
who routinely scans searched requests to indicate such items as dealer,
fund, location and discounted price on the order recornmendation forms,
or on printed lists. It is quite another matter to convey to the typist the
same information for a shipment of books that were never ordered. There
are several ways to accomplish this, but all of them are disorganized
and time-consuming compared to the easeof doing so under conventional
ordering.
Searching
Before the confirming, i.e., interim control, slip is typed, however, the
author's name must be searched to insure correctness of form and to
provide the typist with the main entry. Under the conventional system
this is done (before ordering) from the order recommendation forms
(which can be alphabetized easily) or frorn printed pages.
There is no need to stressthe easeof alphabetizinga handful of slips
as distinct from alphabetizing a truckload of books. Nor the ease of
searching from slips or printed lists as against book-in-hand searching.
One could make preliminary slips from the books and then search the
slipa, but the economy of this is dubious. At any rate, it is a step not
required under conventional ordering.
'
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Returns
The incoming books are of course screened by those responsible for
selection and inevitably some are rejecte4. Quite often, many are rejected.
But whether the returns are few or maliy, they represent a work load that
did not exist before. Besides the actual packing and shipping, there is
invoice changing, and sometimescorrespondenceto be dictated and typed.
Forms can be devised to reduce the dictated correspondence,but paper
work relating to returns cannot be entirely eliminated.
Storage and Traffic
Other things being equal (such as staff size and ability) a shipment
of unordered books must stay in the acquisitions area longer than an
equivalent shipment of ordered books. This is simply because more things
must be done to the former. First, they must be screened and separated
into keeps and rejects, not always a rapid processif several people have
to be consulted about borderline cases. Those kept have to be assigned funds. Ordered books can be "funded" in the pre-acquisition stage
and for obvious reasons it is faster and easier to do this than to assign
funds to physical books. Then, as we have seen, the books have to be
searched and slips must be typed for them.
For libraries which order sets of LC cards there may be another delay.
It is cornmon practice to order cards when the book is o dered so as to
eliminate or substantially reduce the waiting time between receipt of
book and receipt of cards. Obviously, this saving of time is not possible
for books which were never ordered to begin with.
Thus the library which intends to substantially increase its blanket
ordering should plan to increase the shelving capacity of its acquisitions
department because more books will be standing around for longer periods of time. There will also be more traffic and more conversation in
this area as book selection officers, faculty members and special librarians
visit the area to examine (and to discuss)newly arrived shipments. Some
selection officers will be more prompt, conscientious and businesslike than
others. The acquisitions librarian inevitably loses some degree of responsibility for the movement of materials through his department.
Those close to acquisitions work will no doubt be able to point out
additional routines necessitatedby blanket ordering, routines ihat were
not needed before. But the main "more work" areas have probably been
covered above.
A Less-Worh Suggestion
There is one way to significantly reduce the logistical complications
of blanket ordering and that is to sacrifice interim control. This means
no record of an unordered book (except on the invoice) until the appearance of the permanent record in the catalog. Few librarie$ would care
to adopt such a policy, but as the Library of Congress progressively
achievesits cataloging goals under Title IIC, the idea may be worth considering. If a very high proportion of blanket order books were covered
Volume rj,Number
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for an accessionsrecord.
Less drastically, one could use the proofs themselves(or Xerox copies
thereof) as control slips, or type multiple order forms frorn them. There
are undoubtedly other ways in which a rapid and broadly based centralized cataloging service could be utilized to reduce if not to eliminate the
problem of interim control of unordered books.
Concluding Remarhs
As was stated earlier, no position is taken as to the merits of blanket

ratio of its acquisitions clerks to volume of intake without necessarily
increasing its total salary budget.
This paper has sought to suggestthat, other things being equal, it may
be more costly to process unordered books than ordered ones.

Aspectsof Blanket
SorneAdrninistrative
Ordering'A Response
Flennrnt K. RrsulDnre', Head
Bibliographic Department, University of Colorado Libraties
Boulder, Colorado

This paper contendsthat titles receiaedon blanhet orders need not necessitite-more costly and cumbersomerouti'nes, and suggestionsfor
streamliningare offered.It concludesby adaocatingthat approaalplans
asa meansto procurebookscansaaeti'meand money,
ORDERING (placed with either a publisher or a vendor)
D)LANKET
I)
need not necessitatecostly, cumbersome, clerical routines and can
avoid. "logistical conrplications" without sacrificing interim control. First,
however. i distinction should be made between the terms "blanket order.
ing" and "approval plan," which are two existing approachesof obtaining
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books without submitting purchase requests for specific titles. A blanket
order is a request (usually placed with the publisher) specifying that
everything the firm publishes be supplied, and it does not, in most cases,
include unquestioned return privileges. An approval plan is an agreement
between a library and a vendor, who is given the responsibility of selecting
and supplying all current monographs published in the subject areas,
levels, and countries specified by the library. Return privileges are
granted by most approval plans such as those offered by Richard Abel,
Stacey's,and Harriisowitz. Also, titles received against a blanket order
with a publisher do not include Z x b" multiple forms with the bibliographic data for the library to maintain "interim control." In the past'
some types of approval plans have been referred to as blanket orders'
In his paper, Ian Thom implies that the transcription of bibliographic
data directly from the book (rather than from trade lists or publishers'
fliers) is more cumbersome, yet, this need not be so. A searcher can easily
provide this data by printing (not typing) the author's name, title, and
just enough bibliographic data to identify the item on a purchase request.
A typist can easily work with these forms. After the titles have been
searchedaccording to the procedures of a library, additional copies of the
purchase request can be reproduced using Xerox equipment. This procedure eliminates the need to type and revise any additional forms.
Thom also implies that the transcription of bibliographic data directly from the book is made more difficult because LC proofs for the
titles are often not yet available. This is a valid concern, especially for libraries which accept and rely heavily on LC cataloging. Moreover, the
flexibility of the new Anglo-American rules has increased this problem.
Libraries are finding that the new rules require even greater detective
skills to locate LC proof or copy. The entry selectedby the searcher may
be a good, plausible one, but it may not be the one that LC will use. Consequently, spending countless hours to select the best possible main entry
at the time a title is received does not seemwarranted.
The problem of entry can be defened until LC copy is available, or
until the book is to be released for cataloging by arranging the order file
and the proofs by title. Even though the main entry selectedby the library
or its vendor difiers from the entry selected by LC, undesirable duplication can be avoided. In fact, duplication would be lessened;for, whereas
the myriad possibilities now afforded by the new rules could place orders
filed by main entry in various locations, organizing the files under title
limit the search to one location.
Arranging proofsheets by title eliminates a great deal of guesswork.
The need to check the NUC monthly supplements for cross-references
leading to the LC entry is no longer necessary.LC copy can be obtained
without extensive searching, and without being overly concerned about
the acceptability of the library's or vendor's initial entry.
As stated earlier, many publishers' blanket orders do not include return privileges, so to place these items for screening is pointless. Instead,
the publishers and the types of books issued by them should be carefully
Volumet3,Number j,Summer t959
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studied before a blanket order is placed. That many titles received against
a blanket order are quite often returned is highly doubtful. If a high proportion is being returned, it would seem wise for the library to review its
justification for placing the blanket order in the first place. In some cases
libraries have found it cheaper to discard a title than to return it to the
vendor.
Blanket orders provide a library with titles quickly and effectively,
but bookkeeping routines can get out of hand if a library has too many
which require that each title received be checked against the invoice, and
that each title be assigneda special fund. If this is so, the library ought to
consider switching to an approval plan, which would supply g X 5'l forms
(the total and the design dependent upon the needs of the library) with
each book. Special funds, credit returns, and payments could be handled
by the use of one of the forms supplied by the vendor. After the library
checks the multiple form packet included with each book to ensure that
the packet and book match, the packet can be separated and used depending on the library's needs.
To refile the entire proof file is unthinkable; however, filing proofs received frorn January r, rgTo might be a good place to begin. The approval
control file which is arranged by title, and which will contain r969 publications and items for which proofs have not yet arrived can be checked
periodically against this file. When a proof is found the book can be sent
for cataloging along with one of the forms to be used aSa temporary shelflist. The control slip can then be used to indicate that the approval copy
is no longer in holding. This can be easily indicated by stamping a date on
the receipt slip in the order file. The absenceof a stamped date is interpreted to show that the title, though received, is still in holding. In fact, it
may not be necessaryto do even this, for the slips in the control file represent items which are still in holding. Obtaining proof can be handled in
another way. The slip that will be used as the temporary shelflist can be
filed in the proof file. When a filer filing proofs comes across a form, he
pulls the slip and gives it along with the proo{ to the department in
charge of holding.
Libraries which receive LC depository cards may protest at this point
that title amangement of proofs will require more time prefiling, as depository cards come already arranged by main entry. Admittedly, this is
uue, but one sho'uld consider the time and money that will be saved later
in other procedures. Besides,Iarge libraries may, in the near future, not
maintain proofs at all when MARC becomes a practical and economical
reality. Other libraries may be able to use proofs on microfiche, like the
service now being ofiered by Information Dynamics. One shortcoming of
Info,rmation Dynamics' service is that a title index is not provided and
bibliographic data needed to identify the different editions of a title cannot be easily obtained through the use of any of the indices alone.
A problem that could accompany either a blanket order or an approval plan is the task of organizing books for screening (or for rejecting
unwanted titles). However, this need not be a problem if handled rou-
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tinely and systematically. The titles can be arranged by general subject
classification and the books changed once a week. Once the librarians
and faculty know the schedule of when a current shipment is ready and
when it is scheduled to be changed, the flow of books should proceed
without difficulty. Indeed, some subject screenersare more conscientious
and businesslike than others; nevertheless, it is the responsibility
of all screenersto see to it that books in their areas are examined during
the time allotted. If receipts are not examined, a specialist may find that
an unwanted book is added to the collection.
An approval plan which supplies titles with specially formated 3 x
5// forms in multiple copies can savea library hours of clerical time in typing and processing orders. It can minimize bookkeeping routines. It can
savehours of bibliographic searching if files are arranged by title. Therefore, unlike Ian Thom, I believe that approval plans do afiord an opportunity for libraries to streamline procurement procedures, and that these
plans should be seriously considered as a means of procuring books.

SomeAdministrativeAspectsof Blanket
Ordering:Rejoinderto a Response
IeN W. Tnor,l

between "blanket ordering" and "approval
HE DISTINCTION
T
I plan" made by Mrs. Rebuldela is no doubt a helpful one becauseit
leads to greater precision in discussion. She also performs a service in
stressingthe fact that some dealers who undertake to select books for libraries and send them on approval are indeed willing to type a multiple
order form for each title. Such typing is of course of enormous help to libraries particularly in the matter of interim control, and from an order librarian's point of view the proper way to cope with an approval plan. In
fact, one vendor with whom the present writer had dealings went so far as
to be willing to use the library's own forms which accordingly were supplied to him for that purpose. Not all vendors, however, (particularly
publishers, as was pointed out) are willing to type slips, although one
might think that where returns are not allowed there would be more
willingness to do so. Increasing competition in the book trade may modify this situation.
At present, however, a library with a large number of approval and
blanket order plans from various parts of the world will still have to contend with a very significant number of sliplessbooks. It was suggestedthat
a searcher can easily transcribe the necessary bibliographic information
Volume t j, Number j, Summer 1969
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from such a book onto a purchase recommendation form and that a
typist would then easily work with the larter. This is true, but the making
out of recommendation forms on the part of the searcheriis an operation
not necessaryunder conventional ordering.
It was further suggested that typing might be skipped altogether, that
the searcher-made purchase recommendation form be Xeroxed in sufficient quantities. This might be economically feasible, depending on the
number of copies needed and the manner in which they are used. Some
libraries require as many as six or seven,not counting the two customarily
sent to the vendor in regular ordering. Also, the color and label of each of
the several copies usually play an important role. But, assuming that in
some libraries Xeroxing order recommendation forms fs feasible, this idea
can be applied to regular orders as well. The order recommendation forms
flowing in from faculty members and subject librarians can (after searching) be merely Xeroxed instead of going to a typist. The difierence is that
under conventional ordering the searcher has an order recommendation
form already made out.
With the present heavy reliance on LC cataloging (or even without
that reliance) few order librarians would expect or permit searchers to
spend hours over a main entry. This holds true for the pre-acquisition
searching of conventional orders as well. The main entry that seemsplausible to a competent searcher will serve all interim purposes and in the
majority of caseswill turn out to be the permanent main entry.
Arranging the process file (outstanding orders interfiled with items
received but not cataloged) and the proof file by title is, in the present
writer's experience, a very helpful device in acquisitions work whether one
is dealing with regular, approval, or blanket orders. By and large, as was
pointed out, titles are much firmer entities than main entries.
As to screening, even books from vendors who do not allow returns
have frequently to be examined, not necessarily to decide on retention,
but to decide on location. Should this volume of verse go to the stack, the
browsing room, or the poetry room? Should this work which has reference
features be cataloged for the reference collection without consulting the
reference librarian? And the crossingof the fields in the sciencescan create
location dilemmas where there is a network of difierent science libraries
on a campus.
There is agreement that the spirit of voluntary cooperation is not always sufficient to bring all the screenersover to screenon schedule,particularly in a large system. Much is to be said therefore for the suggesred
Draconian decree that the catalog department be prepared to take unilateral action in order to clear the shelvesfor the next incoming shipment.
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CooperativeAcquisitionsof Latin
ArnericanMaterials*
Mns' Maxrrrre' DeNrnr-s SntPen-P
Chief, Libraiy Deuelopment Program
Pan American Union
Washington, D. C'

commerciallyauailable.

librarians.l
Library Cooperation and Union Catalogs
liT IBRARY COOPERATION is not a new concePt to agricultural.
IJ brarians in Latin America. One has only to glance at the constant
outpouring of bulletins from Turrialba, Costa Rica, to learn of new
cooperativ'e efforts of the Inter-Arnerican Association of Agricultural
Librarians and Documentalists and of the Inter-American Program for
Agricultural Library Development.
Nor does one have to dwell overlong with agricultural librarians on
the astronomical figures of the world's. book production, for. who wants
to think about the r,boo,ooo significant articles rePorted to be published
every year in scienceind technblog'y,or the 55,ooo journals issued, or of
Librarians and
* prepared for the Second Inter-American
Meeting of Agricultural
Documentalists, Bogotii, Colombia, December e-7, t968.
t Blulletin of thJ Social Sciences Division, Special Libraries Association, new series,
vol: III, no. r, January, 196r, r.
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the 2,ooo pages of print being reproduced every minute, or even of the
rro,ooo titles in print in Spanish as recorded in Libros en aenta in the
original volume and first supplement through 1966. No single library
can possibly cope with all this material all by itself. Most libraries find
it difficult if not almost impossible to selecr the most significant of these
works with even an unlimited budget. And most libraries do not have
an unlimited budget.
In simple terms, it is "cooperate or drown."
Time does not permit even a general review of programs of cooperative acquisitions which have been carried on effectively in the United
States,Latin America, Europe, or elsewhere,nor shall I waste your time
and mine on the theoretical principles of cooperative acquisitions. I
shall speak briefly on one ingredient of cooperative acquisitions-union
catalogs and lists-and then of cooperative acquisitions programs in the
United Statesdealing with Latin American library materials.
Perhaps the cooperative activity in Latin American librarianship
that has achieved the greatest successand has the longest history is the
compilation of union lists of periodicals. Needless to say,a knowledge of
what is presently available in libraries is necessaryfor the development of
a program of cooperative acquisitions. fn the field of pure and applied
sciences,journals are as important as books. In order to produce union
lists of journals, furthermore, the contributing libraries must work to
achieve a certain degree of organization and bibliographic control. Uniform standards for the entry of title and other bibliographic information
must be adopted, and more importantly, there must be a certain number of librarians willing and able to devote time on projects not intimately connected with their daily work.
More than twenty years ago the first two important union lists of
serials were issued. In Argentina it was sponsored by the Comitd Argentino de Bibliotecarios de Instituciones Cientificas y Tdcnicas and compiled by Ernesto Gietz. In Mexico, l\Iaria Teresa Chiivez was the compiler and the Benjamin Franklin Library the sponsor. Ernesto Gietz
produced a much more extensive list in two volumes in 196z. A new
union list of serials in Mexican libraries, in the departments as well as
the capital, has just been issued by the Instituto Nacional de Investigaciones Agropecuarias.

work of the Universidad del Valle in Cali, Colombia, which in 1965 issued the Publicaciones periddicas colombianas existentes en el Dipirtamento de Bi,bliotecas de la Uniaersidad del Valle. By now manv uhiver-
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sity libraries publish not only lisrs of the periodicals they regularly
receive but union lists of periodicals in their libraries.
Another type of union list deals with specific fields of knowledge
such as the Catdlogo colectiao de reaistas y pu,blicacionesperiddicas en
economta y materias afines existentes en j5 bibliotecas de Santiago,
compiled and published in 196z by the Library of the 'Catholic University of Chile. Costa Rican librarians, aided by a subvention from
fJnesco; collaborated in the compilation of a list of foreign journals
which were received in the various libraries of the country. Under the
presidency of Lydia de Queiroz Sambaquy the Latin American Commission of the International Federation for Documentation published a
partial union catalog of serials with the collaboration of many libraries
in the Hemisphere. A regional catalog is typified by the Lista unida de
publicaciones periidicas ticnicas y cientificas en algunas bibliotecas de
Centro Amirica y Panamd, published by the Instituto de Nutrici6n de
Cenffo Am.6ricay Panam:i, in Guatemala, in r965.
As for the matter of union catalogs of books, Brazil is the country
which has had the longest experience. Many years ago a union catalog of
books was begun in Sdo Paulo to represent the holdings of the principal
libraries in the city. With the creation of the Instituto Brasileiro de
Bibliografia e DocumentaqSo (IBBD) in Rio, a copy of the catalog was
made at the personal expense of Paulista librarians and sent to Rio to be
incorporated into a national union catalog maintained by IBBD. The
Instituto Bibliotecol6gico de la Universidad de Buenos Aires has as one
of its principal functions the maintenance of a union catalog of the
holdings of the university's libraries, as well as of a catalog of Argentine
authors.
Before leaving the subject, I wish to call attention to rhe 1964 compilation by Ruth S. Freitag of. Union Lists of Serials: a Bibliography.
(Washington, D. C., General Reference and Bibliography Division,
Refererrce Department, Library of Congress, rbo p.) To my knowledge
no listing exists of union lists and catalogs of Latin American materials
or .of Latin American libraries-another good research project for a library school student or librarian. Far away from Latin America, however, the Institute of Latin American Studies of the University of London began in 1966 the compilation of a union catalog of all books and
pamphlets relating to Latin America in London libraries as a link in the
network chain of Latin American studies programs in the universities of
the United Kingdom. Although no current union catalog of holdings of
U. S. libraries of Latin American materials exisrs, it should be pointed
out that the card catalog and volumes of rhe National []nion Catalog
published by the Library of Congressreflect rhe current acquisitions of
U. S. libraries of Latin American materials.
Cooperatiae Acqui.sitions in th.e United States and the Farmington Plan
Cooperative acquisitions on a national scale in the United States has
had a relatively brief history even rhough its need was forecast in the
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work compiled by Ernest C. Richardson.2 The disruption of the normal
flow of books from European publishing centers to U. S. libraries during
World War II brought the problem into sharp focus. It was found during that time in history that American libraries could not provide readily
all the books and inforrnation needed for the war effort itself. It became
abundantly clear that the pre-war procurement effort was not adequate
for the post-war informational needsof the United States.
It was the Librarian of Congress who initiated the discussions in
Farmington, Connecticut, on October S; rS:lzt at a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Librarian's Council, of the idea of specialization among research libraries, and a sharing of responsibility in book
collecting, with the maintenance of a National Union Catalog. The "Proposal for a Division of Responsibility among American Libraries in the
Acquisition and Recording of Library Materials,"s made by a special
committee resulting from the Farmington meeting, was approved by the
Executive Board of the American Library Association, the Council of
National Library Associations,and the Association of Research Libraries
early in r943. The Association of Research Libraries subsequently asked
the committee to continue work on the project. By tg+1 the Association
of Research Libraries agreed upon subject allocations, and preparations
were made to put into efiect the "Farmington Plan" by covering publi
cations issued in 1948 in France, Sweden, and Switzerland. The rest is
history, and the story can be read in the Farmington PIah Hhndbooka by
Edwin E. Williams, one of the authors of the original proposal, and in
Robert Vosper's The Farmington Plan Suruey: A Summary of the Separate Studies c)f r957-t96r.s
Historical Bachground of Lati,n American Acquisiti.ons by U.S. Libraries
Cooperative efforts for the acquisition of Latin American publications by American libraries, however, antedated the Farmington Plan.
In the early rg3os, the American Library Association named a Corrimittee
-its
for Library Cooperation with Latin America, a forerunner of
present
International Relations Committee, one of whose conterns was acquisi-'
tions. At the same time the Inter-American Bibliographical and Library
Association was formed by a group of private citizens, chiefly from the
United States, encouraged by the Pan American Union, to promote
inter-American bibliographical work by means of coop€ration with
bibliograplrical organizations, bibliographical experts, libraries, and similar agencies in the Americas, and by lending assistance in research
work on related topics. (The first number of the Pan American Union's
"Bibliographic Series,"now numbering 5r, also appeared in r9go.)
Other private efforts to increase the availability of important Latin
2 General Library Co-operation and American Research Books: Collected Papers.
Yardley, Pa., F. S. Cook & Sons, Inc., r93o.
a Metcalf, Keyes D., and Williams, Edwin 8., Collegb dt Rbsearch Libraries, Y
(rS+Z/54, ro5-r09.
*Association of Research Libraries, 196r. r4r p.
. ,
5 Urbana, Ill., University of Illinois Graduate School of Library Science, 1965, 46 p.
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American publications in libraries of the United States included the
grant of $z5o,ooo made by Carnegie Corporation of New York in rg47
so that four universitv libraries could acquire necessary materials ta
support area study programs on Latin America.
Officially, the Government of the United States took seriously the
commitments it had made in signing the resolution of the Seventh
International American Conference in rg33 on "American Bibliography"
and the cultural convention and resolutions of the Inter-American Conference on the Maintenance of Peacein 1936. The Hispanic Foundation
of the tibrary of Congress embarked on a series of bibliographical
publications to assist libraries and scholars in identifying and obtaining
publications from Latin America, such as the annual Handbook of Latin
American Studies, and the series of Guides to the Offi.cial Publications
of the Other American Republics. The Foundation has been active
in bringing the libraries of ihe Americas closer together. The Hispanic
Gift and Exchange Program of the Library of Congress took the lead
in encouraging exchange between Latin American and U.S. libraries of
books, periodicals, and official publications.
Although a number of universities in the United States for decades
had ofiered courses in Latin American literature, history, anthropology,
geography, economic and social problems, and political affairs, all of
which required library resources to support them, the creation of "area
studies programs" dealing with Latin America was another post-World
War II development. A recent connt of such centers shows well over
r3o university Latin American Studies Programs now in existence,
some eight regional Councils for Latin American Studies which are
local membership organizations in addition to the newly formed Latin
American Studies Association described later, and six inter-university
programs or "consortia."
The year 1956 was a significant one in the history of the development
of libraries in the Americas. The federal government of the United
States enacted the first "Library Services Act" that year to support
public Iibrary services,which although originally destined for rural areas,
now encompassesurban areas as well. In 1956 national standards for
public library services were approved by the American Library Association. An International Relations Offrce was created by AI-A with
a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation. The Council on Library
Resources, Inc., was born, to be sustained by funds provided by the
Ford Foundation. Also in 1956 the Inter-American Cultural Council
called upon the Council of the Organization of American States to initiate an active program of inter-American library development with a
budget separatefrom that of the normal librarv servicesof the Columbus
Memorial Library of the Pan American Union.
An international advisory group met in 1956 in Medellin, Colombia, at the invitation of the University of Antioquia to lay down the
ground rules for the creation of a new Inter-American Library School
with support from Rockefeller Foundation for international .purposes,,
Volume tj,Number j,summer rgSg
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and plans were laid for the school to be opened the following February.
Early in 1956 the University of Florida Libraries called upon the
Pan American Union for advice in respect to their acquisition of
library materials from Latin America and their program for the exchange of publications. Authorities of rhe two institutions agreed that
there was a need to explore carefully the problems faced by librarians
in the United States as well as in Latin America in trying to procure
publications from the Latin American countries, whether by purchase,
by gift, or by exchange. Plans were laid for a meeting later that year
to bring together representatives of a few selected libraries and from
the booktrade to discuss the problems and to seek some solutions.
Some nineteen persons were asked to write working papers on various
aspects and problems related to rhe acquisition of books, periodicals,
maps, government pub,lications, microfilms and other materials, to bibliographical problems, and on the problems of organizing such materials in libraries.
The problems were said to fall into three large categories: (r) how
to know what has been done or is being issued, (z) how to get what is
needed for the particular library, and (3) how to process and preserve
the material acquired. The University of Florida Libraries and the Pan
American Union then invited twenty-six participants and six observers
to the Seminar on the Acquisition of Latin American Library materials,
to be held at the estate Chinsegut Hill, in Brooksville, Florida, on
June r4-r5, r956.
The Seminars on the Acqui.sition of Latin American Library Materials
(SALALM)
The two-day meeting in mid-rg56 of the Seminar on the Acquisition
of Latin American Library Materials, called ostensibly "to consider
the problerns involved in finding, buying, and controlling library materials related to Latin America," although a remarkable triumph in
highlighting the types of problems encountered, was deemed insufficient to permit full exploration of the multiple and complicated problems involved and to seek solutions to them. Latin American acquisitions
problems, in accordancewith Parkinson's law, have seemedto expand in
number and intensity with the passageof time and with the increased
interest throughout the world in the improvement of library services
and collections and in Latin American study programs. What was planned
as a one-time two-day meeting has been repeated or continued annually
for thirteen years and showseven more vigor than before.
By 1968 another more formal period was entered. A serious need
had been found for carrying out certain projects or activities requiring
administrative and research staff over and above the secretariat service
which could be provided by the Pan American Union in its Library
Development Program and the volunteer servicesof librarians and bibliographers throughout the continent in preparing working papers, answering questionnaires, providing current information on activities,
.
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and compiling bibliographies. Publishing funds beyond what could be
financed from registration fees and the regular budget item of the Pan
American Union for the Final Report and Working Papers were considered to be required for the publication of certain works deemed by
SALALM necessaryto aid libraries in respect to materials from Latin
America, especially those which are not in a position to send participants
to the annual meetings. During the year following the Twelfth Seminar
in 1967 SALALM becarne incorporated as a membership association in
order to seek necessaryfunding for these activities. The Pan American
Union continues as Secretariat of SALALM.
By the end of its informal period of existence, SALALM in its first
twelve years had benefitted by the participation of 4gg different persons
from r53 different institutions and twenty-one different countries. To
facilitate discussions of the problems, r8e working papers had been
prepared including reports by country on publishing, bibliography and
exchange of publications as well as lists of government agenciesissuing
publications, and annual reports on progressmade in respect to SALALM
recommendations and activities, bibliographical activities regarding Latin American materials, significant acquisitions of Latin American materials by libraries in the United States. In addition nine semiannual
issues were distributed of the MicrofiIm Proiects Newsletter. Of the
hundreds of resolutions resulting from the first thirteen SALALM meetings, only those concerned specially with the topic of cooperative acquisitions and the programs resulting from them will be discussed in
this paper.6
SALALM and tlte Farmington PIan
In his working paper entitled "The Experience of Farmington Plan
in the Latin American Field" submitted by Edwin E. Williams ro rhe
first Seminar, he asked the participants to advise the Farmington Plan
as to whether or not all countries of Latin America should be covered
by the plan, and if so, whether responsible agents could be located
in each country to supply local publications. Both overawed by the
prestige of the Association of Research Libraries and its eminent Farmington Plan Committee and undecided as to the desirability and method
of extending the Farmington Plan to other Latin American countries
not then covered, the participants at the first meeting of SALALM
agreed to postpone a decision until further discussion at the second.
However, it took another couple of meetings before SALALM could
work up enough courage "to express to the Association of Research
Libraries the concern of the Seminar regarding the Farmington Plan
6 With encouragement and assistance from SALALM and the cooperation of more
than a dozen libraries, the staff of the University of Florida Libraries completed a
project to compile a union catalog of the holdings in U.S. libraries of official serials.
Volumes r and z for Colombia and Brazil respectively in Latin American Serial
Docurnents were issued in 1968 by University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, Mich. Other
volumes will follow.
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coverage of Latin America as a whole, and to exPress its interest in

America Resources which has reported annually since that time to
the SALALM meetings. The Seminars have continued to express their
interest in Farmington Plan programs and in the inclusion of other
than monographic publications, such as periodicals, government Publications. and iextbooks. The Final Report and Worhing Papers of the
Tenth Seminar (1965) describes the relationship between SALALM
and the Farmington Plan (through ARL) in the following terms:
The . . Subcommittee . servesas a liaison group betweenthe Association
of ResearchLibraries (ARL) and SALALM. Its primary responsibilityis to
convey information on the Seminarsto the Chief Librarians who make uP the
ARL membership,and converselyto keep SALALM informed on ARL.
Travelling Cooperatiae Acquisiti,ons A gents
The Farmington Plan promised no more from its inception than the
assurance of the existence in an American library of "one copy at least

tice of financing trips by faculty members or librarians to visit the
principal capitals of Latin America on an infrequent basis to purchase
what they could on the spot. One of the more ambitious buying trips
was that of Mrs. Marie Willis Cannon who was sent by the Library of
Congress in the rg4os to purchase materials for that institution and to
impiove exchange relations with the countries and institutions of Latin
America.
The first Seminar insisted that on-the-spot buying and constant personal communication with publishers was essential, and urged "that
interested libraries explore the possibilities and feasibility of maintaining on a cooperative basis one or more full time acquisitions agents in
Latin America" (I-3).
The Library of Congress took the cue, and with the financial collaboration of twelve libraries, sent its staff member William H. Kurth in
1958 to seven Latin American countries as a cooperative acquisitions
agent and to gather booktrade information. In his preliminary report
entitled "The Acquisition of Research Materials from South America,"
? Library
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Kurth reported on the feasibility of Farmington Plan expansion in
Latin America and concluded that "a cooperative acquisitions rePresentative, as adviser to the Farmington Plan bookdealers, would further
benefit the Plan's operation," and that "the maintenance of a cooPerative acquisitions representative is necessaryto assure continued systematic flow of research materials published by the government, by nongovernmental institutions, and periodical materials generally, in the area
of purchasesand exchanges."a
The breadth and depth of his findings regarding details of the booktrade and of book publishing and distribution outside of commercial
channels served to highlight the complications of procuring publications from Latin America and to emphasize the desirability of cooperative eftorts to simplify them.
The Fourth Seminar enthusiastically endorsed Kurth's conclusions
and proposed that "one or more acquisitions agents be established on
a continuing basis on behalf of research libraries in the United States
and that the area of operation be extended to all of the Latin American
countries. To this end the Seminar urges the cooperation and support
of research, bibliographic and library agencies to assure the establish'
ment of such acquisition agents" (IV-r).
A few pragmatic Seminar participants undertook to Put a more
practical foundation under the first resolution of their confederates. It
was obvious that the mission of the cooperative acquisitions agent was
a successand that a travelling agent was required. The problem in
logistics was due to the fact that most institutions are unwilling or
unable to budget for travel expenses and salaries of personnel not on
their own payroll. It was achieved for this one time by twelve institutions, but could they continue to do it on a regular basis, and how
many more institutions interested in the project were unable to contribute at all to such an arrangement?
On the other hand, libraries are conditioned by the constantly rising
prices of books and periodicals and by the difficulties and costs most of
them have encountered in procuring books from other countries and
by the labor costs involved in getting hard-toprocure titles in the United
States to accepting a reasonable service charge as a part of the sales
price of books outside the normal booktrade channels in the United
States. It seemed, therefore, that the problem could be resolved in a
feasible commercial manner. In the words of one of the visionaries
involved in the discussion, "The final senseof the meeting was that
a traveling agent or agents put into Latin America by private enterprise
encouraged by the profit motive offered a possible, permanent solution
to the effective acquisition of Latin American materials. Since Dominick
Coppola, Assistant Vice-President of Stechert-Ilafner, fnc., was present, it
was both natural and perhaps inevitable that the others in the grouP
s Working Paper X, Fourth Seminar on the Acquisition
Materials, p. r3, issued by the Processing Department,
annexes. January rg, rgbg.
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should ask, 'Why doesn't Stechert-Ha{ner do it?' That is the way LACAP
started."e
Events from the time of the conception of the idea to the departure
of Nettie Lee Benson as the first agent for the Latin American Cooperative Acquisitions Project and thenceforth until mid-r967 are gra'
ciously described by Mrs. M. J. Savary in her library school thesis edited
and published in book form as a documentary history of T'ACAP.I0
The Latin American Cooperatiae Acquisiti,onsProiect (LACAP)
The Stechert-Hafner brochure describing the Latin American Cooperative Acquisitions Project outlines the general problems encountered
in ferreting out new publications in Latin American countries, and
describesthe activities of LACAP in the following terms:
LACAP is a cooperativeenterprisethat providesits participantswith a steady
flow of the printed materialscurrently published in all the countriesof Latin
America. . . . LACAP was organizedin 196oby the University of Texas, The
New York Public Library, and Stechert-Hafner,Inc., as a result of the deliberations and recommendations
of the Seminarson the Acquisition of Latin American Library Materials (SALALM). Stechert-Hafnerassumedcomplete financial
responsibility for the project. . . . For the first severalyearsLACAP was fortunate
in securingthe servicesof a leading Latin-Americanistof the United Stateswho
could travel throughout the many counffies to make necessarycontactswith the
book world in Latin America, establishthe basic organizationalpattern for
continuing service, and acquire whatever publications were available at the
time...
A regional office of LACAP was established in Bogotri in 196z, with
Guillermo Baraya Borda as Director. A second omce was opened in Rio
de Janeiro in 1967 to function in coordination with the Library of
Congress"Title II-C" program described later.
To participate in LACAP a library need only place a general order for
newly published materialsto be supplied on a continuousbasisas they arrive.
Such an order may be tailored to the specific needsof the library and can be
restricted to the publications of particular countries as well as to specificsubject
areas(the brochure continues).There are no chargesother than the cost of the
books themselves.
By mid-rg68 the number of subscribers to I-ACAP stood at thirtyeight, principally libraries in the United States, Australia, Canada, Colombia, and England. The total number of imprints received for 1966
had incteased about ro percent over those for 1965, with slightly
fewer than four thousand titles included at a cost of slightly less than
$r8 thousand.
The thirty-eight subscribers, of course, are assured of obtaining one
copy of all the new titles LACAP agents can find in all the subject
fields in which they are interested. Other libraries wishing to procure
e Kingery, Robert, in Stechert-Hafner Booh Neus, February 196o.
ro The Latin American Cooperati,ue Acqui,sitions Project . . . An
Venture. New York, Hafner Publishing Company, Inc., 1968. r44 p.

'

356

Imaginatiae

Librart Resourcesb Technical Seraices

these titles on a more selective basis may purchase them (as long as
Stechert-Hafner's supply holds out or they can be re-ordered) from the
advance checklists of newly published titles acquired under LACAP,
issued by Stechert-Hafner under the title of New Latin Ameri.can Boohs
(List 6o, August 1968), or from catalogs of retrospective titles in stock
in Lati,n America: LACAP Catalogue
of Publications Acquired
under the Latin American Cooperative Acquisitions Program (no. e4 is
also ,Catalog 362, 1968).
Somewhat belatedly SALALM in 1968 created a SALALM Advisory
Committee Board to LACAP composed of three persons, including the
first LACAP travelling agent, Nettie Lee Benson.
Financial Assistancefor Research Resources for Latin American Studies
The cause of cooperative acquisitions for research materials on Latin
America received assistancefrom the Federal Government in 1958 with
the passageof the National Defense Education Act and in foundation
grants. Both of these sources of funds permitted the creation and expansion of centers for language study in selected universities. Funds
could also be used to purchase library materials. Unfortunately, the
Library of Congresswas never able to obtain funds from PL-48o sources
(use of foreign currencies for agricultural surpluses) for acquisitions
projects in Latin America similar to those so successfulin other areas
of the world, which would have permitted the purchasing and processing of Latin American materials for many libraries in the United
States.
Proposed, National Cooperatiue Acquisitions PIan for Latin American
Materials
To stimulate wider availability in U. S. libraries of works being
published in Latin America by agencies outside the normal commercial publishing pattern, such as government publications, periodi
cals, institutional and privately published works, and to facilitate tlre
cataloging on a rush basis of all materials from Latin America, the Hispanic Foundation of the Library of Congressobtained a gtant from tlre
Ford Foundation for the development of a national cooperative acquisitions plan for Latin America. "A Proposed National Cooperative
Acquisitions Plan for United States Institutions wirh Latin American
Interests" was submitted by Stanley L. West, Consultant ro the Library
of Congress,in January 19-65.The'proposal was reviewed by SALALM
and by ARL and revised several times, but other events precluded the
need for a definitive edition, especially in light of the passageof the
Higher Education Act of r965 and its library-oriented Title II.
SALALM has named an ad, hoc subcommittee to study the potentials
of Title IX of the Higher Education Act dealing with "Networks for
Knowledge" for the development of a cooperative program or information network on Latin America. Among the many recent acts of legislation involving library planning and the procurement of materials is
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the "Bilingual Education Act," Title VII of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, which will permit the millions of Spanish-speaking
school children to benefit by books in Spanish in school libraries.
The National Program for Acquisiti'ons and Cataloging and the Rio
Office of the Library of Congress

ment of a LACAP

office in Rio, under the direction

of Guillermo

plans
to establish another office in Buenos Aires.
Research libraries had frequently called upon the Library of Congress to speed up its cataloging process so that printed catalog cards
would become available more quickly to them, and for that reason
ARL had pressed Congress for the passageof Title II-C of the Higher
Education Act. At the same time, SALALM had made many efforts to
impress the Librarian of Congress with the urgency of giving special
attention to materials from Latin America and had carried out its own
cooperative cataloging project among libraries participating in SALALM
'Rush' cataloging service, given by the
as an emergency measure. The
,Congress
to all LACAP materials received had improved
Library of
to the point that the XIII Seminar in 1968 dissolved its cooperative
cataloging committee. It is estimated that proof cards are now available
for go percent of the LACAP materials within two or three months
after th1 arrival of monographs or separates wtrich are not part of
numbered series.
rr Twelfth Seminar on the Acquisition cf Latin American Library Materials, Final
Report and Working Papers, Vol. r. Washington, D. C., Pan American Union, 1968,
P. r2o.
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By May 1968 some ninety-five libraries in the United States were
collaborating in the "National Plan for Acquisitions and Cataloging,"
popularly called "shared Cataloging." "Participating libraries are now
asked to submit reports of receipts or copies of Brazilian purchase orders
for titles for which no Library of Congress catalog copy is found in the
depository card file. LACAP numbers are now being printed on LC
cards for materials received through LACAP, and those for which
bibliographic information is being provided through the Bibliografia
Brasileira bear the symbol BB and a chronological number. Prices are
given where available. Preliminary discussionsbegan in February 1968
concerning extending the Shared Cataloging Program to Spain."rz
Unquestionably the Shared Cataloging Program is the most ambitious
cooperative cataloging project undertaken by anyone or any country
up to the present time, and one of the most significant programs
undertaken by the Library of Congress in recent years. William S. Dix
described the birth of the program in his report to the American Library
Association with the following words, "When President Johnson signed
on May r3, 1966, the Second Supplemental Appropriations Act for
Fiscal Year 1966, the earth did not shake nor did the seas open up.
I have not heard that there was even dancing in the streets. . . . But a
notable event in the history of libraries had occurred. For in that bill
was $3oo,ooo to fund in part, for the next 6 weeks, Part C of Title II
of the Higher Education Act of r96b."13
While discussing cataloging, it would be well to mention in passing
that it is expected that cataloging information on Spanish language
materials will soon be included in the publications appearing on the
MARC computer tapes being prepared and distributed by the Library
of Congress to libraries on a weekly basis as a means of making bibliographical information more readily available for scholarship and research.
O ther Cooperatiue Programs
The first national meeting of the new Latin American Studies Association (LASA) was held in November 1968. This recently created
membership association represents.a cross section of Latin American
specialists in and outside of the academic world, and has accepted
responsibility for the publication of the quarterly Latin Ameri,can Reseqrch Reuiew (LARR), now in its third year. Its Committee on
Scholarly Resources compiled a list of out-of-print reference works on
Latin American subjects recommended to be reproduced in microfilm
or facsimile form.ra In process is the preparation of a manual on Latin
rz Shepard, Marietta Daniels, "Progress Report on the Seminar . . . , t968," Working
Paper no. r, Thirteenth Seminar on the Acquisition . . . , 1968, p. 8r.
ts Annual Report ol the Librari,an ol Congress for the Fsical Year End,ing June jo,
r96T.Washington, Library of Congress, rq68, pp. 35-36.
14 Latin American Studies Association. Committee on Scholarly Resources. Ret'erence
Works. Anrr Arbor, Mich., University Microfilms, 1967, rz p. (LASA Reprint Project
Publication no. r).
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American acquisitions to aid especially in the formation of new collections. The Secretariat of LASA is in the Library of Congress.
No mention has been made heretofore of the interest which SALALM
has expressed throughout its history in the reproduction in microform
of significant works from Latin America which are now out-of-print,
of government publications, of newspapers, and of archives. SALALM
has maintained keen interest in the efiorts made to obtain cooperative
support for the microfilming of the archives of Guadalajara, in a Proposal of the State University of New York for a project entitled "Mexico
on Microfilm." Agreement has been reached among a number of institutions in the United States to share the cost of the microfilming of
the Guadalajara archives as perhaps the first phase of a more comprehensive archival microfilming program. A variation on the cooperative theme is the agreement between the University of Nuevo Le6n in
Monterrey, Mexico, and Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas, for
sharing the cost of microfilming archival collections in the State of Nuevo
Le6n. It is hoped that a microfilming consortium can be organized
among Texas universities to collaborate.
Mention was made, however, of inter-university programs of Latin
American Studies, or "consortia" formed to share facilities and resources. The Midwest Universities Consortium for International Activities, for example, a more comprehensive program, has sent out
cooperative procurement agents to purchase books for its four member institutions.
Conclusions
The mere enormity oI the problems of vastly increased production
of all kinds of publications, higher costs of publications, difficulties of
the cataloging and bibliographic control of old and new publications,
and of the larger and more exacting public to be served by libraries
has forced librarians in the United States into cooperative efforts. In
order not to drown beneath the avalanche of publications, they have
had to learn not only how to swim themselves, but how to apply
lifesaving techniques to others.
The cooperative acquisitions experiments and continuing programs
in the United States can not only be used to advantage by librarians
in Latin America, but the experience of successand failure in the
United States can be applied to similar programs in Latin America.
The greater restrictions among Latin American libraries in terms of
financial, bibliographical, and human resources make cooperation a
basic requirement.

'
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Producing
CardCopyfrom BookCatalogs
with the XeroxModel 4 Camera
EucrNn PsrRrwsKv
Assistant Director f or Technical Seruices
and
Joe Hrwn'r
Serials Librarian
Uniaersity of Colorado Libraries
Boulder. Colorado

T N SPITE OF PROGRESS in catalog card reproduction techniques,
I a completely satisfactory system still does not exist. There is little
doubt that the use of LC card or proof sheet masters with either
Xerox or ofiset equipment produces the best results in large scale operations. lfowever, before either system can be used to best advantage, a
means other than manual typing is required for providing an enlarged,
reproducible master copy from the Library of CongressCatalog of Pri.nted
Cards and the National Union Catalog.
The "catalogers' camera" is still an elusive piece of equipment.
Neither the Polaroid CU-5 nor the Hazilrigg camera described in the
Fall r967 ZRTSl meets every library's requirements of speed, economy,
and service. Neither, for that matter, does the Xerox system described
here, but under certain circumstances it may be better than other
systemsnow in use.
The equipment neces8aryfor producing master copy by this system
is the Model 4 camera, D type Processor, and Heat Fuser. The copy
board of the camera must be modified by splitting and framing the
upper third of the board at a right angle with the lower two thirds
of the board. (See Figure r.) This makes it possible to position the
catalogs properly for copying from the desired page. Three blocks (or
books) must be used to position the volume for copying from the
appropriate column. This technique was found to be superior to the
Xerox book holder. It is the only modification necessary to use the
Xerox Model 4 for making card masters. For a detailed explanation
of the operation of the Model 4 camera, see Joseph Treyz's article in
the Summer rg5g issue of.LRTS.2
LLibrary Resources dy Technical Seruices, rr:468-478, Fall r9167.
zTreyz, J. H., "The Xerox Process and Its Application at Yale," Li.brary Resources
& Technical Sertices, Bi2zZ-229, Summer rg5g.
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Copy is reproduced on standard library card stock. The camera can
be set to enlarge NUC entries to the size of LC printed cards. (See
Figure e.) Complete card sets are then reproduced on the Xerox z4oo.
The equipment is easy to operate and maintain; student operators are
used exclusively. In short, the Model 4 incorporates all. the advantages
of a camera system-elimination of proofing, capability of producing
copy in non-roman alphabets, and to a certain degree, speed. It also
has several advantage$ over other camera systems, such as immediate
availability without off-site developing, capability of erasing unwanted
information before the image is transferred to the card, and last but not
least, economy.
Until the summer of 1967, the Model 4 camera and auxiliary equipment were available on a rental basis at $r,38o annually, or they could
be purchased for $5,3oo with an annual service contract at $r8o. On
either basis the Model 4 could not be used economically as a cataloger's camera, except in high volume operations. Its primary library
application was in the preparation of offset masters. Flowever, in August 1967, currently installed equipment was ofiered for sale at $r,roo.
The Model 4 is still being offered at this price on the basis of transfer
from rental to purchase. At the reduced purchase price the Model 4

Figure r.
'
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Modified copy board of Model 4 camera. NUC volume
is set to copy from middle column of page.
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Shaq John MaeKay.
Childhood in 1rcetry: a eatologue,with biographicel and
critical annotations,of the booksof English and American
poets comprising the Shaw Childhood in Poetry Collection
in the Library of the Florida State University. With lists
of the poemsthat relote to childhood, noteg and index. Detroit, Gale ResearchCo. 11967v. (lv, 26lO p.) 20 em.
2. Chlldren-Poetry-Blbl.
1. Chlldren's Doelry-Blbl.
r. Florlda. State Unlverslty. Tallahassee. Llbrary. rr. Tltle.

7,1037.S513

u28.62

67-28092

Sherkhunaev,
Radnai Andreevich.
Anrrrurauartcrre
uorrrBrr o 6yprrcKou ycrnou EapoAHo!(
rBopqecrBe. I{pnyrcr, 1963.
48 p.
At hearl of tltle: Hprytcroe o6aacruoe orAeneHHeO6qectea no
pacnpocrpauenfio noJttrrr.t.tecKltxH RaytrHbrx eHaHHfi, P, A. lllepxyHaeE.
Rl bl loBraph lcnl footnotes.
Illlcrofitm. 1 reel. 35 mm.

1'Fork-rore'
nurrat''ii'tHlllitr;-rrj,

ltlli;nama
nskre
mo,vyv

buratskom ustnom narodnomtvorebestve.
Itlicro{ilrn Slnvic 3775 GR
Mic 67-98

Figure z.

Sample master cards produced from NUC by Model 4 camera.
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becomesan economical means for produeing card copy from book catalogs for medium and large sizelibraiies.
IJnit costsshown in Table r are basedon the following figures:
EQUIPMENT
Rental, basis
Camera #+.....
ProcessorD.....
...........
Heat Fuser.
Plates(r each r5oo exposures).......

Purchasebasis
C a m e r a# + . . . . .
P r o c e s sD
o .r . . . . . . . . . . . : . . : . : . : . . .
Heat Fuser.
Service contract.
P l a t e s( r e a c hr 5 o oe x p o s u r e s .)... . . .

$ 6o.oo/month
5o.oo/month
5 oo/month
49.50

$45o.oo
55o.oo
roo.oo
r 8o . oo/year
49. 50

SUPPLIES
Rag card stock

(Wastage

H o u r r ys r u d e n t

zo/s).

:::::):11......

$

4.5o/rooo

u r.solhour

Cost of developer and toner is minimal and rvas not included in the
calculations. Personnel cost is based on an operating time of z.96 minutes per master card, acquired from a timing of one hundred cycles,
and includes a standard r5 percent allowance for fatigue, work interruPtions, and delay. Purchase cost of the equipment is prorated over
three years.
TABLE T
Cosr ppn Ellrny ror Mesrrn Copy rnon Boor Ceterocs
sy Usr oF THE XBnox MooBr- a CeuBna
Annual Volume

500
I,OOO

r ,5oo
2 |OOO
2 ,5OO
3,ooo
4,OOO
5,OOO
ro,ooo

Cost,/Card
Purchase Basis

$ r .z 1 6 8
.67or
-4879
.3968
.JJ+'

.3057
.z6ot
.2328
. r78r

Cost/Card
Rental Basis

$2.8399
r.5or5
r.o4r5
. 8 rr 5
.67rs
.5729
.4859
.3975
.2595

To establish a comparison with the Model 4, the Polaroid CU-5
was tested in the University of Colorado Libraries. One hundred cycles
of each operation were timed. In both systems the operator worked
from NUC volumes in which searchers had inserted slips noting the
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column number and LC card number of the card to be copied' The
Polaroid cycle consisted of the following stePs: (r) locating enuy in
catalog and framing it in exposure area of camera, (z) exposure and
developing, (3) coating, (4) trimming copy, (5) taping Polaroid copy
to card stock. The mean Polaroid cycle was r.93 minutes, compared to
the mean cycle time of z.96 minutes for the Xerox operation'
The unit cost per Polaroid master was found to be $o.39t5 at 2,ooo
units.s Figured into this cost are the Polaroid type ro7 film at $e.rg per
package of eight, equipment prorated over three years, and personnel
and card stock at the same rate as for the Model 4. Unit cost of
master copy produced on the Model 4 drops below that of the Polaroid when annual volume rises above 2'ooo to z,5oo entries'
The Model 4, however, has several limitations. It is not portable; it
requires at least a ro' x { table to hold the entire assembly, and for
effitient use this must be placed adjacent to the NUC volumes. The
three-minute cycle time ii for experienced operators working on a
batched basis. Casual copying takes a good deal longer. Thus the camera
is not suited for use by catalogers, bibliographic searchers, or other
personnel whose time is valuable. Although the camera is basically
simple to operate, it takes some practice to get consistently excellent
copy. Efficient utilization requires that copy work be batched and performed by regular operators. The Xerox Model 4 can be an economical
means of producing master copy from book catalogs in libraries when
the need for this is in excess of z,ooo-z,gooannually, and the spatial
and operational requirements for efficient utilization can be met.
B Due to the high variabte
volume.

costs, unit

cost will
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decrease only slightly
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CORRECTION
In the list of "Distributors and Publishers Participating in rhe CardswithBooks Program," appearing in the Spring issue of Library Resourcesdt Technical
Seruices (vol. r3, no. e), the address of the Scarecrow Press, Inc. is incorrectly
recorded. The entry {or the Press, on p. z8B, should appear as follows:
The Scarecrow Press. Inc.
5z Liberty Street
P. O. Box 656
Metuchen, New Jersey o884o
-If any Z-RTS readers notice
other errors in this list or in the "Directory of
Commercial Processing Firms" which it accompanies, please call these to the
attention of the Executive Secretary of the Resources and Technical Services
Division, American Library Association, 5o East Huron Street, Chicago, Illinois
6o6rr. Additional correction notices will be included in ZRTS as warranted by
information thus received.

CUMULATIVE INDEX TO SCIENTIFIC
T ECHN I CAL T RAN SLATI ON S

AND

Special Libraries Association has received a grant of $8o,53o from the National Science Foundation for the compilation and publication of a cumulative
index of scientific, engineering, and technical articles, patents, monographs,
and symposia proceedings that have been translared from foreign languages into
English by private, commercial, and government organizations. This proposed
comprehensive bibliographic tool will facilitate locating available translarions
and will prevent future costly duplication of translation effort. It will include
translations in the collections of the SLA Translations Center and the Clearinghouse for Federal Scientific and Technical Information, English cover-to-cover
translated journals, selecrions in English from foreign language journals, material cited in indexes such as Index Translationum. and items available from
other selectedsources.
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A Studyof an Inventory
Peune Bruu
A ssi,st
ant Serials Lib r ari'an
Milton S.EisenhowerLibrary
JohnsHopkins UniuersitY
Baltimore,MaryIand
Many researchlibraries may be consideringtaking an inuentory of their
The experiences
hotdingsto determinethe accuraq of their collecti,ons.
gained during the first one and one half yearsof the inuentorycurrent[y
underway at the Johns Hopkins (Jniuersity Li.braryrefl'ectthe aduantages
of such a proiect.
,-|-HE
LIBRARY OF the Johns Hopkins University is currently conI ducting a systematic inventory of its holdings of approximately one
million three hundred thousand volumes. This inventory, which it is
estimated will take ten years to complete, has been planned not only to
provide a numerical count of present holdings and to establish de facto
losses,but also to bring to light discrepanciesin cataloging and to correct
a variety of technical errors. Speed is not considered as important a factor
as thoroughness and attention to detail. The question may be asked
whether any inventory can be defended in view of the ephemeral character
of the undertaking. In fact, librarians who ignore problems in the collection will try to justify their acquiescenceby pointing out that shortcomings (lossesand mistakes) which have gone unobserved by the patrons do
not des€rve to be corrected. With the shortage of trained personnel,
many library administrators are often hesitant about burdening their
stafi with special problems and additional responsibility. However, one
may argue that if books are cataloged, shelved, and kept in some semblance of order, there is an obligation to have information about the
collection as accurate as possible for present and future users. Whether
the inventory of a large library can succeedin a reasonable time will of
course depend on the procedures developed, and it is with this in mind
that the following report on the inventory is presented.
Other large research libraries have probably conducted inventories,
but little is to be found in the library literature which discussessuch
projects and establishes guidelines. Recently an article by Irene A.
Braden (of Ohio State), called "Pilot Inventory of Library Holdings"
i n A L A B u l l e t i , n ,v o l . 6 z , n o . g , p . r r 2 g , e s t i m a t e db y t h e r a n d o m s a m pling method the need for an inventory. It is hoped that libraries at
present engaged in some form of an inventory of their holdings may also
feel inclined to report their experiences.
Action on the inventory project at Hopkins was due to a proposal
Volume tj,Number
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by the Faculty-Library Committee in 1964. At that time preparations
were being completed for the move into the new Milton S. Eisenhower
Library, where all the university's book collections would be consolidated
for the first time under one roof. It was felt that an inventory would
reveal losses which had been suspected or even known to exist but
never admitted as long as the collections were departmentalized. The
inventory began on March ry, ry67. Only monographs and serials in
the main library are being taken into consideration. Documents, dissertations, maps, micro-reproductions, phonograph records, and tapes
are excluded, as are the collections of the Undergraduate Library and
severalsmall remaining departmental collections.
The inventory was assigned to Technical Serviceswhich houses the
shelflist and the serials catalog, both of which are used constantly by
the inventory stafi. Early plans called for two clerks working under the
direction of a professional librarian. For the better part of a year, however, the inventory has been carried out with only one full-time clerk.
Two librarians, one in the Cataloguing Department and one in the
Serials Department are in charge of the resolution of the problems. An
inventory routine was formulated which at first made use of two work
sheetsdesigned to provide two types of information: for volumes not on
the shelf, and for volumes on the shelf but which were in some way incorrect. The dual sheet method soon proved to be rather complicated
and a single sheet was designed (Figure r).
The inventory began with classiftcation"A." Those familiar with the
Library of Congress classification schedules will recognize that this is a
difficult area in which to begin for it is practically all serial in nature'
Nevertheless,the advantagesoutweighed the disadvantages,and it seemed
most logical to begin with "A." In the course of the first year and a half
we have inventoried classifications "A," "8," "C," "D," and "E," for a
total of approximately two hundred thousand volumes, of which 12,745
or 6.5 percent presented problems of varying degrees.
The checking procedure for monographs and serials originates at the
shelflist. In the case of a serial, the call number and title/entry are
copied on the work sheet from the shelflist card, but the shelflist card is
not removed. All work is done from the serials cards, which may be
removed from the serials catalog. Since there is always the possibility
that serials cards, once removed, will be mislaid, not more than four sets
of serialscards may be removed from the serials catalog at one time. With
the serials cards in hand, the inventory clerk proceeds to the shelves to
compare the holdings record against the volumes on the shelf. If all the
volumes of a serial are found in the correct location, the inventory clerk
indicates this on the work sheet with an "O.K." Discrepancies between
the serials cards and the volumes on the shelf 'are recorded in the
appropriate spaceson the work sheet. If a volume is missing from the
shelf, a search is instituted, the clerk indicating on the second line of the
work sheet which locations have been checked. A volume found in an
area of the library where it does not belong, for example in reference
rather than in the stacks. is noted on the work sheet for the future
.
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work sheets.

and the circulation printout. Sheetsstill unresolved after the third check
are returned to thi file and require the attention of a professional
librarian. (In Table r a statistical survey of the inventory operation is
given.)
*
A policy regarding the replacement of lost volumes has been formulated ind has been applied in a limited manner in the acquisition of
serial material. Four iitegories have been established: (t) Top priority,
TABLE 1
InvnNtonv Sre,trsrlcs
Problems
Observed

Class

A

B

C

D

E

Problems
Resolved

Problems
Unresolved

r7

Monographs
Serials

r09
633

92
523

IIO

Total

742

615

r27

Monographs
Serials

4325
416

$36
z6o

996
r49

Total

474r

3596

TI 4 5

Monographs
Serials

394
6o

294

roo

Total

454

5J.

122

38

22

Monographs
Serials

3268
r873

r 582
I 5I9

r786
454

Total

514r

3tot

2240

Monographs
Serials

r392

Total
Grand total

667
r76

725
99

r667

8+s

824

r2745

8+87

4458

a1<
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project ahead the obvious solution would be to increase the number of
clerks to at least three. This suggestedincrease in personnel would not
take into account the need for more clerks d.ue to the annual increase in

responsible for initiating
-replacement orders. The inventory project
would also be greatly aided if the collection were systematical\ weeded
by experts, a task which should be carried out periodically with faculty
participation.
The cost of the inventory so far has been about $g,ooo,which includes

.
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errors and mistakes rectified, but also lossesbrought to attention so that
they may be replaced, probably at a lower cost than would be the case
if they were to be discovered by chance at a later date. Considering that
12,74benors were discovered, the cost per error for.rnd is sixty cents, which
also does not seem unreasonable compared to the average value of the
book.
A considerable amount of experience in many asPectsof the inventory
problem has been gained over the past twenty months. Most of the
technical problems have been solved so that we can perhaps expect to
progress ai a slightly faster pace in the future. In view of the fact that
we are not too far behind the anticipated schedule, the conviction has
grown that the concept of the systematic inventory is sound and will,
in due course,lead to an accurate picture of the library's holdings.
no shl card

oversrze
staging

printout

o

zo

no serials cards
vol (s) not on
shelf

holds
yellow cards

I

vol (s) not on
lib. has.
(dups., additions,
unb. parts, etc.)

lost file (circ)
sorting

bibl.
?l

ref.

-.
-

new books
doc.
valuable books

z

Gilman storage

6

z

t
Evergreen
(Garrett Lib.)

Other
Public Cat.

stacks

lost book file
(cat)
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1966MicrofilmRateIndexes
Rosrnir C. Surr,rvaN,Assistant Chief
Photoduplication Seruice
The Library of Congress
Washington, D. C.

sronsorship of the Acquisition section's Library Materials Price Index
committee. Publication of the rates represents an attempt to assist acquisition librarians in budget planning for an increasingly significant
medium.
Ind.ex of U.S. Library Microf.lm Rates by Categoryr
Negative Microfilm Rate Index2
(per exposure)

Type of Material

r959
Avg. Rate
Index Val.

Bound
$.o4o8
U_nbound
.0454
Newspapers .o.428
All types

1962
Avg.

Rate

Index

Val.

r966
Avg. Rate
Index Val.

roo o
roo o

S.o458
o494
o467

tt2.2
ro8 8
r o 9 .r

$.o49+
.o5I9
o5r8

roo o

o473

I ro o

0 5r o

IOO. O

Positive Microfilm

r2r.o
rr4.3
r2r o

Rate Index3

(per foot)

Type of Material
All types

.
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Avg. Rate

r959
Index Val.

r962
Avg. Rate
Indq
$.oggg

Val.

rro.3

r966
Avg. Rate
Index Val
$.oq5z

rr7.6
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AcquisitionTrends-1968
Asrcerr, D,tHr,-HaNsr s, H ead, O r der D ep artment
Rrcnenr M. Doucurn r",Tlor;ot"
Director o,fLibraries
Uniuersity of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado
Introduction
ONE BEGINS to review rhe year's work in acquisitions, he
\A/
IEN
becomesvery co'scious of the close interrelationship and the growv
. v.
ing interdependency between the library profession and the book trade.
The-availabiljty of federal funds in the list four years has strengthened
the library's bargaining power with book dealers, but the affiuence has
also magnified certain weaknessesin book purchasing and distribution
systems.our adversities of the last few yeais have alJo led to a greater
recognition of mutual problems. ,creation of the joint RTSD
/evsc
committee is one important effort to develop solutions; the preconference on acquisitions scheduledfor Atlantic Citv is another.
The impact of federal programs on libraries has been tremendous.
Reflect for a moment on what has happened in the last three yearsburgeoning book budgets, critical stafi shortages, MARC r and ri, overburdened systems, etc. some might term orir experiences a love-hate
relationship.
If there is one issue causing concern to acquisition librarians, it is
the- uncertainty associatedwith the selection ani acquisition of reprints
and microforg pgbti,cations, due in patt to the difficuities in establishing
any
_meaningful bibliographic control over these publicarions. Biblio-graphic conrol is critical, especially for instituti6ns where money is
short and research needs long. The safeguards applied to reprints and
microforms are not adequate, although guidelinei-have been suggested.
These are issueswhich cannot be ignored 6y the library profession.
Lib rary -B o o k d ealer Re lati ons
Acquisition librarians are spending more but enjoying it less.Larger
_
book
have brgyqht to tight-problems thit'.,f
to now many
.budgets
libraries and municipalities *ere willing to overlook, such as curnbersome ordering procedures, elaborate record keeping systems,and obsolete
accounting,processes.Publishers have also failed io'keep pace with the
demands of the library market. \Mhenever acquisition tiurarians gather,
one question cerrain to be raised is, "why does it take so lonf for a
publisher or jobber to deliver books?" A study to be publishe-d soon
notes that the average delivery time from book suppli"ti *u, found to
range from forty-five to ninety days.l rn parr, libriries themselves have
caused the slowdown because larger book budgets have permitted liVolume t j, Number j, Summer rgdg
'373.

braries to acquire urore retrospective materials. Represeitatives from
larger book dealers have suggestedthat library form-proliferation has also
contributed to the slondown. The American Book Publishers Council
and the Library Technology Program plan to study the use of library
forms. Both groups hope to p escribe recommendations which will lead to
greater forms standardization.
The feeling persistsamong many librarians that acquisition personnel
are improperly trained, lacking the busines.s and administrative skills
necessaryto operate what is essentially a "business" operation, as opposed
to purely "library" functions. When one considers the labyrinth of
procedures and sub-proceduresassociatedwith acquisitions work, it takes
very little imagination to predict what happens when procedural breakdowns occur. The Acquisitions Section of RTSD is now sponsoring the
preparation of an acquisitions textbook. Although the text will not
relieve the immediate situation, it is hoped that it will contribute to
long-range solutions.
The acquisition of reprints and micro-publications represents a
serious problem area to acquisition personnel. The Acquisitions Section
Reprinting Committee published guidelines to assist librarians in their
dealings with reprinters. The statement advises,in part, that "a reprint
edition should indicate clearly and accurately the full bibliographic
information of the edition being reprinted, and such information should
be used in all advertising and promotion."2 If reprint publishers observed only this one guideline, dealings with reprinters would improve
substantially.
One issue of Library lournal's "Letters" to the editore reflected the
"gripes" from libraries trying to purchase titles announced as reprints.
The general tenor of the comments was that reprint dealers: (r) could
not meet production deadlines and (z) raised prices without provocation. Now, taking a peek at the other side of the coin, reprinters must
grapple with many problems of their own. Specific problems facing the
reprint publisher are those of small edition runs, under- or over-estimating the market, over-stocking expensive, multi-volumed sets, and
restricted Ioan privileges. If libraries could identify their retrospective
buying needs or indicate probable buying trends, reprint dealers might
be able to predict their potential markets with more agility, and, consequently, passsome of the savingsalong to libraries.
A similar situation exists in the micro-publishing industry. Bibliographic representation is not always adequate; reviews are slow in appearing if they appear at all; and quality control standards have not
been established by the industry. To assist librarians in selecting micropublications, the Sub-committee on Micro-publishing Projects has developed a checklist, published in Choice, which considers content,
bibliographic, administrative, and technical problems.a For libraries
considering microform editions, this article is a must.
If the preceding paragraphs have painted a troubled picture, that
was our intention. The problems outlined are complex and will not be
.
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the causesof frustrations now being experienced.
Standard B ooh N u mb ering

has been adopted by seven countries besides obtaining an endorsement
from the rnternational organization for srandardization for universal
adoption.
An article appearing in the January 27, 1969, publisherf Weehly
.
pinpoints progress and furure ourlooks for itre British SBN.6 When th!
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Approual Plans
,'approval" plans are a relatively new innovation gainBook dealer
ing support through the fibrary profession by providing -the most
r"i-iuUt. ielection tool itt the trade-the book itself. An excellent sym-

library. Those who have ever attempted to develop an acquisitions
realize that this is no easytask.
policy
'
Ir can be predicted that approval methods will be employed more frequently and may even change the venerated routine of title by title
selection.
Processi.ngCenters
The newest trend in cooperative efiorts is that of the processing
center for public libraries or combinations of college and university

.
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Iibraries. While coopelative efiorts to acquire and catalog books are not
new (state and large public libraries ha-ve been doing it- for years for
of the issue of
their branches) a irew wrinkle has been added-that
cooperative selection. If one can accePt the concept that buying Patterns
can be identified among similar typelibraries, giving rise to book dealer
approval plans, it foliows that cooperative programs, among libraries
corrta m developed to take advantage of these same selection p_atterns'
Acceptance bt tfre processing center concept could produce unique
changesior the acquisi-tions department of the next decade. Processing
personnel could be released to increase reader services; selection perionnel could divert their talents to retlospective requirements; duplication of pre-order routines and bookkeeping efiorts could be reduced by
molding regional library similarities into a processin_gcenter. A most
compreltenslve selection- of papers on cooperative, and centralized processingcan be found in the July 1967,Library Trends.To
Shared Cataloging
The National Program for Acquisitions and Cataloging has moved
with rapid succes$sinle its initiation under Title II-C of the Higher
Education Act of 1965.The Library of Congresssupplies cataloging data
received from other national cataloging agencies to ninety-seven U.S.
libraries by use of depository cafds. Some libraries are suggestingchanges
in the m.ihodr of hindling depository cards and refinements in NPAC
itself. It wa$ proposed during r969 Midwinter ALA sessionsthat dePository
sets be ur.utrged by title, instead of by main entry. Due to obvious differences of ofinion on the subject, a questionnaire will be distributed
to all participating libraries within the next few months.
Local acquisitions work may not have been as tangibly- affected by
NPAC as ca?aloging routines; however, those libraries indulging in a
variety of pre-ordei search routines can appreciate having LC proof
(i.e., depository cards) available for a higher Per-centage.of foreign
orders than was the case four years ago. Presumably LC provides "copy"
for zo percent more foreign titles than when the program was initiated.
We wiit for the time when 20 percent more American imprints are
included in the coverage.
Federal Support
Federal funds for book buying have not been as plentiful as had
been hoped in the preceding twenty-four morrth period as a -result of
un ouerail budget trim late in the Johnson administration. Title II and
Title VI ptogrums have challenged the ability of_order librarians and
publisheri ali-ke-the latter to expand properly and the-former to spe_nd
ifficiently. The influx of federal money has undoubtedly had an influence on the acceptance of approval or blanket order programs and on
the renovation of processing center concepts. Heavy demands_for books
and other library materials is one thing; acquiring them efficiently is
another.
Volume tj,Number j,Summer tgSg
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In earlier stages of Title II programs, the grants most frequently
awarded were type A, or those which would provide additional materials
substantially contributing to the quality of educational resources. During
1968, greater emphasis was placed on type B or type C grants. Title II-C
type grants recognize the educational and economic advantages of cooperative acquisitions for specialized or infrequently used materials.
The significance placed on Title II-C grants will force more libraries
to attack joint acquisitions problems through coopeiative efforts. It could
be that, once substantial cooperative programs are initiated, they will
be enduring. For better or worse, these new programs lend substance
to the power of the federal clollar.
Automation
Bookstores and publishers have relinquished inventory controls,
double enty ledgers, and invoice payment to automated techniques. A
library acquisition procedure is no more complicated than that of a
bookstore, other than the non-profit motif. There seemsto be no reason,
other than historical precedent, for acquisition departments not reorganizing their purchase and payment operations along more automated
lines. Unlike the retrieval problems of informatign specialists,there are
any number of sophisticated programs available which control ordering
and payment procedures that could be readily modified to accommodate
library accounting routines.
Acquisition programs based on Library of Congress MARC tapes
may eventually be economically possible. At the present time MARC
tapes may have more potential use for cataloging operations, local card
production, creation of book catalogs, and specialized bibliographies.
An informative series of articles appears in the Summer ry68, Library
Resourcesb Technical Seruices.tt
During the MARC I pilot project, it was discovered that the most
successful test libraries were those "whose systems analysts and computer programmers were actually assignedto the library staff."l2 Leaning
on the experiencesof the first MARC project, it would seem appropriate
to suggestthat libraries need more in-house computer-orientated specialists. And if libraries are going to raise their own computer generation,
accelerated programs in library schools will be of utmost necessity. To be
a bit prosaic-if libraries want a unique end-product from an automated
system, they had best begin training their own EDP specialists rather
than relying on the scientific or businessworld.
B iblio graphic Controls
The first five volumes of the National Union Catalog, Pre't955 Imprints made their appearance in January 1969. Published by Mansell
Information,/Publishing, Ltd., the project is scheduled for completion
by rg7g, in 6ro volumes, representing thirteen million entries from the
combined holdings of over seven hundred libraries. When completed,
the catalog will be an indispensable bibliographical tool for libraries,

.

378

Library Resourcesb Technical Seraices

covering as it' does, the edited Library of Congress iudex .of printed
cards. A vast resource for acquisitions departments, the National Union
Catalog will be "most important as a guide to book selection, will
simplify the task o[ verificaiion,"le and will help eliminate costly dupli
cation.
While Mansell and the Libraty of Congress work to merge the prer956 imprints into a single bibliographic tool, Gale Research Company
hii announced its desire to publish a cumulated catalog covering LC
supplements from rg4z through rg6e. While Gale's edition might aPPear
in-Completed'form as a valuable tool before the retrosPective NUC, its
usefulnesswould be supersededby r98o.1a

r. LawrenceLeonard,Joan Maier, J:il:"z.
3.
4.
i.
6.
.
7.

herty,centratizedBook processing,

a Feasibility Stud,y based. on Colorado Academic Librari.es. New York, Scarecrow
Press, r969.
..RTSD-Annual
Reports, 1967/68: Acquisitions Section Report," Library Resources
dv Technical Sertices, rz:456. Fall, 1968.
"Letters" to the editor, Library Journal, g3:48g-49o.February r, 1968'
"The Crisis in Micropublication," Choice, U448-453. June, 1968.
"Z-Sg Standards Committee," CoIIege b Research Libraries Nez,s, zg:r98-zoz. June,
r 968.
Progress Report on SBN in
.David Whitaker, Jr., "standard Book Numbering:
Britain," Publishers' Weehly, rgb;72-79. January 27, t969.
Committee on a
Inter-divisional
Association, RTSD/ISAD
American
Library
"Annual
Report." Kansas' City
System for Publications'
Universal Numbering

Conference, 1968.
8. American Library Association, RTSD Board of Directors Meeting. "Minutes of the
Third Session." Kansas City Conference, 1968, p. 8.
Seg.
- Perry D. Morrison, "A Symposium on Approval Order Plans and the Book
with reactions by LeRoy C. Merritt,
of Librarians,"
lection Responsibilities
Joseph P. Biowne, and Stanley A. Shepard, Library Resources & Techni'cal Sentices,
L2irZZ-r4b, Spring, 1968.
ro. "Cooperative and Centralized Cataloging," Library Trends, 16:175. JuIy, 1967.
rr. "Project MARC Reports," Library Resources b Technical Sentices, r2i245-3r9.
Summer, 1968.
rz. Henriette D. Avram, "MARC is a Four-letter Word," Library Jourrtal, 93:26o3,
July, 1968.
rg. Prospectus lor the National Union Catalog, Pre-t956 Imprints. London: Mansell,
tg67, p. rb.
r4. James M. Ethridge, Open letter to librarians from Gale Research Company,
concerning the Gale cumulation of the 194z-196z LC supplements [no date].
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The Year'sWork in Cataloging-1968
Mencanrr W. Avne'ur-r, Professor
Graduate School of Library Studies
Uniaersity of Hawai,i, Honolulu

HEN I BEGAN to prepare this review, I carefully tried fairly forV Y mal language. I finally gave up trying. After all, P.S.D. is one
of the few who can charm, irritate, and stimulate us through a personal
style. Consequently lh€--+qlAgr?phs which follow are my purely personal reaction to events and publications of 1968. Furthermore, it
should be remembered that I am sitting "out in the middle of the blue
Pacific" where periodical mail is usually rhree to four weeks later in
arriving than on the Mainland. f suspect this semi-isolation afiects my
evaluation of people and things. For example, instead of talking about
people at the end of this article, as has so often been done in the past,
I want to put people first.
The Margaret Mann Citation for 1968 was awarded to that same
P.S.D. (Paul Shaner Dunkin) mentioned above. Certainly the citation
has seldom, if ever, been awarcled. to anyone who so richiy deserved it.
As a conseQuenceI bemoan the scheduling which contrived to have
this award bestowed almost in secrecyand without prior public announcement of time and place during the kansas City Conference. Let us hope
this can be avoided in the future.
The Fall 1968 issue of LRTS devotes its first twenty pagesl to John
W. Cronin, who retired on April 3o, 1968 from the Library of Congress.
He had been director of its ProcessingDeparrment for the past sixreen
years. Rightly the articles praise his vision, his drive, his practical
implementation of the many ideas and projects which during "The
Age of Cronin" resulted in tremendous expansion of the national
bibliryraphical
services of this country. The articles should be requiretl leading for all library school students, and for all librarians.
But to me, the most important facet of John's personality and activities
is missing. Nowhere is there brought out the wannth and humanity of
John as an individual; nor is there mention of ehe kindness and courtesy
he extended to all, particularly to the young and inexperienced. The
conviction he always displayed that cataloging was of the greatest importance, and that he was proud to be a part of it, helped more than
one young "cataloger" become a "catalog librarian." The "Age of
Cronin" was not just growth of bibliographical conrrol, it was also
growth of people.
One point particularly bothered me as f reviewed this past year.
Just-when and where-does the library service provided through quality
cataloging and classification change or merge into the library service
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produced through the efiorts of workers in the area of information
science and autdmation? The Journal of Library Aut'omation2 the first

systems,automation in the area of acquisitions, accounting, etc. Many,
if not most, of the articles are not exactly easy reading for anyone not
completely steeped in the language. Thus, the fact that this periodical
is copyrighted, even though it is the official publication of the Information Science and Automation Divison of the Amercan Library
Association, thereby making it more difficult to provide multiple copies
of articles for students to read, will not make so rfruch difference'
On the other hand, no one should miss the Project MARC reports
published in the Summer 1968 issue of LRTS, particularly that by Henriette D. Avram.s This and other articles in the same issue,which consti-

nications Format for Bibliographic Data.a
It is not always easy to keep up with developments in areas such as
MARC, eqPecially if your library is one which, for one reason or
another, his not embarked on a comPuter-assistedprogram of some
kind. In this connection, I urge you to also read the timely article
"On the Construction and Care of White Elephants."5 Our English colleagues have asked provocative questions atlout our present card catalogs because of the ipproaching automation or, as they say, mechanization of the preparatibn of our cataloging records. Indeed, as we make
room on our shelves for the first five volumes of the National Union
andfor simultaneously hurry ofi to MARC
Catalog: Pre-r956 Imprint#
Instituies or study about MARC II shoutd we perhaps instead,be asking
ourselves: Will this huge new bibliographic tool (the retrospective
NUC), or a current book catalog prepared from MARC tape, provide
as good or better library service than we have obtained from card
catalogs?And on what do we base our opinions?
One of the facts of life in the cataloging field is that although we

to whatever type of records our libraries have now. Since that is so, we
continue to seek improved versions of our standard tools and procedures.
Severalitems of this kind appeared during r968.
Vo'lume r3., Number j, Surnmer tg6g
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Classification
Two publications concerned with the Library of Congress classification appeared. First came "A Guide to Library of Congress Classification."7 Frankly, this was a disappointment ro me. Although apparently
intended to be a simple introduction to rhe LC scheme, it seemsto me
that it is anything but that. As yet, anyway, I have found it necessary
to introduce students to it with caution, and consider that it is not truly
useful as a text, although it does contain a grear deal of information.
Secondly, we now have available the proceedings of the Institute on
LC Classifications which our own Cahloging and Classification Section

use by public and academic libraries, time and cost studies for re-

Another

development relating

to the LC Classification was the

Cataloging: Entry and Description
The AI-A Cataloging and Classification Section sponsored a seminar
on the Anglo-American Cataloging Ru,lesduring the 1968 ALA Kansas
' 382
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'City conference. The papers of the major speakers appeared- in the
winter 1969 issue of tlbiary Resources b Technical seruices. I particularly nt[.-yon
to seek oul the paper by Pauline A' Seely entitled
"ALA to AA-An
Obstacle Race."
During the seminar there was lengthy discussion about Rule 4 of the
AA Rulei, and also concerning many points about the handling of
non-book materials. It is to be hoped thit major improvements can be

language periodical-type serials, cataloging is being done from- the first
issui riceived instead of frorn the first bound volume. This policy
change has been requested by other libraries for many years, and should
be greatly appreciated.
ln addition to the fact that the cataloging of non-book or audio-

increased attention. These articles stress,among other things, that commercial cataloging servicesare attempting to fill the need for cataloging

the mark. It is good to know that CCS has a newly established Committee on Audio-Visual Media in libraries at work.
The latest edition of S. L. Hopkinson's The Descriptiue Cataloging
of Li,brary Materialsra provides simple directions for the handling 9f
"9ry
book malerials. The cataloging of standard book materials is also discussed, but it seems that the examples and instructions for various
non-book categories are particularly easy to understand. A word of caution: although rather frequent reference is made to the Anglo-American
Cataloging Rules, they ari not always followed. For example, the stateVolume t3,Number j, Summer tg6g
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ment is made: "when enffy is made under pseudonym the abbreviation
pseud. is given following the name entry."16
Miscellaneous
long-awaited revised edition of the ALA filing rules appeared
this year. The second edition has been published in both a completert
and an^abridgedl8 (paper cover) form. Speaking from an instructor's
point of view, this division is a complete successlrt should be equally
welcome to stafi members responsible fbr filing.
My first impression of the new edition, baibd on brief use, is favorable.
True, "I have some difficulty in spots in arranging entries in accordance
with these Rules, but mosi of the students liavd much less. Habits of
some
.twenty-five years do not change easily. But will many of our
libraries, especially any with sizable catalogs, consider that ih"y .u'
make the- changes called for, even if those ihanges would make those
large catalogs more usable? or is this a situation s-imilar to rhat brought
about by the revised cataloging code, where library "economics" will
get in the way? At least, however, no ..superimposition" policy can be
imposed from outside, and any library wiri be fiee to aaopt ana implement any filing rule or rules it chooses.'
The Rules in this second edition are for a dictionary catalog, and
for manual filing. Machine filing will require still another iet of
99
filing rules, or at the very least, reviiion of miny of those in this new
e.dition. Perhaps the need for an authoritative machine filing code for
libraries is not too distant in time. r suspect,however, that th"e need for
rules for manual filing will be with us for a long time ro come, and it is
good to have this new publication available.
All who are interested in the historical development of cooperative
and centralized cataloging and processing or indied are interested in
any aspect,should be sure to examine Occasional paper no.
93re from the
Graduate school of Library science at llinois, as it is a l"ibliography
of nearly one thousand i-tems covering the period rg5o--1967.rrems are
alphabetrcally arranged within each yeir of publicationl
'to
The final item I want to call
your attention is the latest LC
cataloging seraice bulletin.2o A close examination of its five pages
indicated to me that we really are coming croser and. closer to an automated age in libraries. For at the very leait we can say that LC printed
cards are in a "number eta."
the.past many_school and public libraries have preferred to use
__ l"
H. w. witrson cards because they were simpler in form and easier for
their patrons to read and understand. ThiJ builetin now describes the
various abbreviations and numbers which may appear from now on on
LC printed cards. Often they will
Numbers) andfor LACAP Numb
Acquisitions Program), or SBN (Ste
often in foreign money, as well as r
large libraries as well as small) w.
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cataloging information on an LC card.
Thlis Jame bulletin no. 8521also informs us that most of the abbreviations formerly used in subjlct heading tracings will no longer be used'
hive affrculty in handling abbreviaI wonder if ii is because.o*p"t.t,

with are with us more and more. I hope that we can learn to maintain
people and machines in proper proportibn and suitable relationships'

r. "The Age of cronin: Aspects
^"d. ., ,L"T.:.;lishment

or John w: 9l9ii."' Librarv

of Congiess,19z5-1968," by V.ttt.. W. Clapp and William J' Welsh' Library
Resourcesb Technical Serttices,v. rz (Fall t968) 385-4o5.
z. Journal ol Library Automation, v. r' no. r-p (March 1968*) (Chicago:American
Libru.y Association, 1968*) (Official publication of the Information Science and
Automation Division of ALA).
Library Resourcesrb Tech3. Avram, Henriette D., "MARC: The First Two Years"'
nical Sertices,v. rz (Summerrg 8) 245-e5o.
The MARC II Format;
4. Avram, Heniiette O., lotttt K.-Knapp, and Lucia J' Rathe,r'
a Communications Firmat for BiblTographic Data. (l{ashington: Libtary of Congress,1968)r67 p.
and Care of White Elephants;
5. bror., ivf.'W. "ira M. B. Line. "On the Construction
Some Fundamental Questions Concerning the Catalogue Library Association
"'
Record,v.7o (JanuarYr968)z-5.
6. U. S. Libriry-of Congriss.Information Bulletin, January z, 1969; v'-28' p' 8: announced that the firit five volumes were off the Press and that these volumes

245P.
g U|"S^.Library of Congress.ProcessingDept. Cataloging Serttice,bulletin 84, October
1958,p. t.
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to. Workshop on the T.e_aching of Classification, Columbia
University,'worhshop
tg66. The
Dewey Decimal classification: outrines and, papers presented.
at a
on
the_Teaching of Ctassification, Dec.8_to, tgAe. Ed,.
by Maurice f. furrU.., Carlyle
and
Narhalie
c. Batrs. (New ilork: school'ot Library service, columbia
], frarey,
University, r968) rer p.
rr' U' S. Library of congress. processing Dept. cataroging
seruice, buletin g3, september r968, p. g.
rz. Ibid.
icles are: .,Commercial Media Cataloging_
ailable Services, Their Range of Materiils,
:erns"; Badten, Jean and Nancy Motomatzu,
.'s Holding Us Up?,'; Gerletri, Robert C.,
No Easy Cure," Library Journal, v, gg,
of Audiovisual Instruction. Standard,s for
ucational Media. (Washington, D. C.: 1968)

50 p.
15. Hopkinson, Shirley L.^T!::
Descriptiue Cataloging of Library Materiak.
3d ed.,
rev..and enl. (San Jose, California: Claremont Ho'use, rg6g)
^
Zg p.16. Ibiil., p.23.
r7. American Library Association. Editorial committee.
subcommittee on the ALA
r,Iesfor Filing Catalog Cards. zd. ed. pauline
8) u6o p.

)4p.

Centralized Cataloging and processing: A
;. University. Graduate School of Library
968.)
lept. Cataloging Seraice, bulletin g5, Octozr. Ibid..,p.2.
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Treatmentof the
1968,A Summary
Yearin Serials
Roprnr D. DrsvroNo
Editor, New Serial Titles
Library of Congress
Washington, D. C.

TIOR THE PHYSICAL SCIENTIST, 1968 was a yeat of the "Active
-f S,.ttt." For those information scientists whose stock in trade is the
acquisition, control, and exploitation of serials, there was nothing much
that was startlingly new under the active sun. flowever, there was a great
deal of activity, ii this representative summary of the continuing saga of
serials control will show.
Numbers and Prices
Trap any two serials librarians in a hotel lobby and f-e talk is likely
to totn^ to ih. vital statistics of serials. One article of faith is that the
number of serials and the amount of serial literature is growing apace.r
This will neither be proven nor disproven here, but lobby debaters will
be interested in two 1968 happenings. In 1968, the number of serials
listed in Neu Serial T{tles (coiering ierials published 195o-1968)passed
the combined totals of the third edition of the Union List of Serials

only four years and eight months.z
If the amount of serial literature did not increase in 1968, the same

fiscal-and

that it is rising.
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Union Lists

the U. s. A. the last section (G-z) oL serials in Australian Libraries: social
sciences and Humanities was sent to subscribers. The section includes

Abstracts and, Indexes
The growth of serial literature was reflected in a corresponding
burgeoning of secondary journals. The year began with a notable issnE
of Library Trends (January 1968) on science ibstracting services, and
ushered in several new abstracting services covering such diverse areas as

I ndex es and B ib lio graphie s
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than the NS? subject guide which gave every evidence of having been
produced solely by a rather gifted machine.
One of the Special Libraries Association's 1968 giftbooks _to serials
librarians turnedbut tobe A Guid.e to Scientific and Technical Journals
in Translation. Announced for publication in November 1968 was another association book: the International Federation of Library Associations' Bibliographie des Repertoires Nationaux de Periodiques en Cours.
Acquisition Aids
The American Library Association (not to be outdone) promised an
early publication of the second edition of the very useful List of Internati,'oial Subscription Agents.In general, serial acquisitions people fated
rather well. SLA issuedi new and enlarged edition of the International

. . . Outside U. S. A. and Canada.

publications which the office receives.
Serials Cataloging

rugged individualism. A small breach in an outer wall was made in 1968
when the Library of Congressannounced (in its Cataloging Service B.olletin 83) that it would begin to catalog periodical-type serials from the
first issue received instead of the first bound volume. "This should mean
that catalog cards for periodicals will become available in many cases
years before they would have been available in the past." However, the
printing and sale of cards reflecting recataloging activities at LC would
be discontinued, except for periodicals which have ceasedpublication.
Another action of interest to catalogers was the decision of IFLA's
Committee on Periodicals and Serial Publications rc "distribute a draft
of the proposed Guide to the Cataloging of Serial Publications, and to
complete the editorial work."5
Other Serial Actitities
The U. S. A. Standards Institute published a revised U. S. A. Standard
Volume tj,Number

j,Summer t969
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for Periodicals: Format and Arrangement, prepared by Subcommittee
to of USASI's Committee Zgg. The standard concerned itself chiefly

The National Serials Data Program ar the Library of Congressneared
the finish of the first phase of an operation that has as its ultimate goal
the creation of a computer-based cintral store of data on all serials. In
1968 a consumer survey to determine the needs of potential users was
completed. still on the drawing boards was a standard format for serials
information in machine-readable form.
The conflict between the copyright law and "fair use" practices was
not resolved in 1968, but it seemed much nearer solution. The same
could not be said for a host of other problems inherent in serials. But
the-n _no-one expected they would be. ln any case, serials people could
look back on 1968 with some satisfaction, and-armed witlh biue book,
black box, and the reporr of the National Advisory commissirrn on
Libraries-march bravely into 1969.
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Developments
in Reproduction
of Library
Materials
1968
andGraphicCommunication,
Roernr C. Sur,uveN, Assistant Chief
P h ot oduplication Seraice
Libraty of Congress
Washington, D. C.

tl-HE
FOLLOWING GENERAL TRENDS emerge from a review of
I the avalanche of current developments relating to the reproduction
of library materials and graphic communication:
(t) Rapid adoption of computer-output-microfilm and photocomposition
sysrems.
(z) Increasing number, variety, and sophistication of micropublishing
projects announced.
(3) Sizeable grants made for microform research by the U. S. Office of
Education.
(4) Mounting concern expressed over the implications of the pending
revision in copyright legislation.
(5) Proliferation of publications documenting these and related developments.
(6) Volume of products, equipment, and servicesoffered to capture the
widening interest in this field.
(7) Continued growth in professional activities.
( t ) Computer-O utput-M icr ofiIm and P hotocomp o'sition Systems
As detailed in the October/November rq68 issue of Information and
Records Managemenf,l which claims to carry more information on microfilm and related subjects than any other publication, the Computer Output Microfilm (COM) boom is one of the fastest growing aspectsof the
microform industry. This is an emerging technology that weds the computer'$ sophistication to mircofilm's storage capabilities in order to produce microfilm from computer-generated magnetic tape. Since a computer's calculations can keep hours ahead of the printout, the capturing
of the mass of data in compact retrievable format is a great space and
time saver. As a result of the rapidly growing number of COM applications an entirely new industry is emerging also: the computer-microfilm
service companies. This parallels the situation of a decade ago when the
growing number of computer installations gave birth to the data processing service companies. Among the major suppliers of COM equipment
are Stromberg-Datagraphics(a subdivision of General Dynamics), Control
Data Corp., 3M Co., The Link Group of General Precisions Systems,
Volumer j, Number j, Summert 969
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Eastman Kodak, computer Industries Inc., and Information International Inc. Stromberg Datagraphics, Inc., Micromation Systems,the national distributor for Kalvar film, is also active in the growing market
for
-information processing systems that convert co*prrter dlta into
readable form ar high speed. This firm utilizes its s/c 4b6o which translates digital speeds up to go,ooo characters a second and produces optional hard copies. Ir works on line with an IBM 36o, or the UNIVAb
r ro8, computer, can merge a fixed image with computer data, and. has its
own stored program control unit. Carl V. Shannon, president of Stromberg Datagraphics, feels that "there has been a history of microfilm resistance
nurtured in the past by cumbersome viewers and other
peripJreral equipment." He thinks thar more than 5,ooo large computer
installations are in dire need of relief from "readout spillover."2 This
firm's commercial product line is centered upon a microfilm recorder that
converts data directly from a computer or magnetic tape to characters
that can be printed on microfilm at high speeds.The film can then be
shown on a viewer, or be printed on paper or on microfiche.
Other firms that possessthe computer capabilities to move into this
field are Burroughs Corp., California Computer products, IBM Corp.,
Philco, Mergenthaler Corp., and RCA. Other companies already in the
microfilm field that plan to offer COM service are Atlantic Mfm. Corp.,
American Microphoto, Watland Mfm. Corp., IBM Micro Records Center,
National Mfm. Co., and the Xerox SystemsCenrers. presently operating
COM Service Centers are General Computing, Datafilm Corp., und Co*n-puter Micro-graphics Inc.
Although not employing microfilm, a relared development in graphic
communication is found in the printing industry which is increasingly
converting to computer-controlled photocomposition devices. More and
more commercial publishers and printers are converting to computer
typeset methods which will result in widespread replacement of linotype
machines in the next few years. RCA offerJ the Vid-eocomp 7o/8zz whiih
sets type at the rate of 65o charactersper second.In one RCA Videocomp
system, copy is punched on Frieden perforators, and the tape and proofread corrections are fed to a Spectra
7o/4g computer which converts it to
magnetic tape. The computer hyphenates and justifies the type and adds
instructions on type sizes,styles,and formats of printing. The Videocomp
reads the tape at speedsup to 3o,ooo characters a second and then the
characters are taken from storage in the form of dot segments and are
flashed on a cathode ray tube (CRT). The characters are photographed
on sensitizedstabilized paper which is prepared for photo-offset printing.
Other equipment employing the CRT approach to printing are the Lino,
tron lolo (in use at the U. S. Government Printing Office, where a second
Linotron is reportedly to be installed in 196$ and the IBM e68o.
Also, the Harris Intertype Corp. ofiers the Fototronic-CRT-Typesetter as another example of the accelerated convergenceof graphics and
electronics. An important by-product of using computers for preparing
copy for publication is that the full text is immediately available in
'
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machine readable form, at no extra cost, at the time material is sent to

the Kodak KOM-go Microfilmer which also boasts a maximum magnetic
tape data conversion onto microfilm speed of 9o,ooo characters a second,
oi up to approximately zo,ooo lines per minute. This recording speed
translates into the filming of up to 3oo standard size computer pages_a
minute. Data read from the computer magnetic tape is displayed on the
face of a cRT and photographed onto r6mm roll microfilm. This device,
which utilizes Recoidak Dacbmatic Film, Type 7 46r, is manufactured by

hind it shows the status of the corresponding control logic.

(z) Micropublishing Proiects

it ofiers more capability in micropublishing than any other comPany.
Several other microform publishers have invaded Wall Street to do combat with the much publicized paper dragon. These services will be of
Volume t j, Number J, Summer 1969
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special interest ro college and university libraries serving a school of business,or research and special libraries serving stockbrokers, investors, and
financial analysts. NCR's project announces the conversion of the entire
corporate files of the Securities Research Division Library of the Wall
Street firm of Merrill, Lynch, Pierce, Fenner, and Smith Inc. for the pasr
decade (over 4 million pages) to NCR's 4 x 6,'microfiche. It is estimited
that 4o file drawers of microfiche will contain annual reports, interim
reports, prospectuses,proxy statements, listings, etc., of more tharr rb,ooo
companies. Computer-produced alphabetic and numeric indexes will also
be provided. The estimated two-yeir job of microfilming is approximately
half completed. Subscribers can purchase the entire file forthe approxi-

company, file (a) above would require about 7,ggo fiche; the cost, at an
average of go.5o per fiche, would be approximately $3,679.
- Whereas NCR's project is to film the holdings of a library of a major
financial firm for the past ten years, a recently concluded agreement between Leasco Systems and Research Corp. (which has now purchased Documentation Inc.) and the U. S. Securities and Exchinge
Commission provides for production on 4 x 6,, microfiche of SEC's
current corporate files of a variety of financial information reports.
Leasco's "Disclosure Service" includes all registered companies, whether
they are listed on the exchanges or traded over the counter. subscriptions
can be placed for a package of annual reports, and/or for combined current and semi-annual reports, as well as annual reports to stockholders,
plus prospectuses and registration statements. In addition, all investment companies' annual reports andf or quarterly reports are ofiered as a
package. Most optimistically, delivery is promised within sevendays after
the item is filed with SEC. Leasco'scontracr also provides for supplying
hard copy on demand. It is important to distinguish between NCRs contract with a commercial firm to film reports filed in the past ren years and
Leasco's contract to film reports currently filed with SEC as required by
law.
A third wave of the "dragon-slaying" onslaught is the "Financial In-

semi-annual, and annual reports. A total of approximately rr5,ooo pages
of information will be available anrrually. subscription prices vary, ac-

'
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available now and back files are being filmed. It is significant that all of
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the guidelines contained in Specifications for Librury of Congress Microfilmi,ng and ALA's Miuofilm No,rms.The "New Yorh Times On Microfilm" is the subject of the article appearing in the December issue of
Choice. Specific technical defects noted in microfilm of ttre Ti.mes for the
issues from September ry67 to date are explained in detail with some
possiblereasonswhy they occurred. The attention of ALA's Subcommittee
on Micropublishing Projects, as well as of the Association of Research
Libraries, continues to be focused on microfilm of current issues of the
Times because,despite the publisher's hiring of consultants, deciding to
refilm the paper from September r, ry67 forward, and to replace substandard reels as requested by libraries, reports of the lack of archival quality
in some of the replacement film of the Times continue to be received
from difierent parts of the country. The three ALA groups sponsoring
these reviews are to be complimented for their contribution in improving the quality of micropublishing for library consumption and in alerting librarians to their responsibility of insisting on quality products in
the expenditure of library funds for micropublications. The three articles
published in Choice thus far and the future reviews will provide an essential background for the RTSD program meering scheduled for the Atlantic City ALA Convention in mid-r96g with the theme "The Crisis in
Micropublication."
Before leaving the area of evaluating the'technical quality of microforms, mention should be made of the revised National Bureau of Standards microcopy resolution test charts that are now available and should
be employed in producing microforms to assure that images are of adequate quality. The new charts, NBS Standard No. toro, may be purchased
in units of five for $8.75 from the Office of Standard Reference Materials,
National Bureau of Standards, Washington, D. C. zozg4.
In this same vein is a letter to the editor that appeared in the May
1968 issue of the ALA Bulletin referring to possible variarions between
original editions and the editions filmed by micropublishers. The valid
point made is that micropublishers have the sameobligation as publishers
of reference tools or bibliographies to fully identify any variations from
the original that are present in filmed editions, to forewarn librarians and
readers that may not want to purchase such a partial replacement or to
discard the original work. The same obligation of course rests with reprint publishers. In fact, the policy statement of the ALA Reprinting
Committee on lending to reprinters contains the following sratement with
reference to publishers of microform editions: "The philoSophy behind
lending materials for edition reprinting and microfilm publication is
basically the same. Flowever, it is recognized that the economies of the
two forms of publication are difierent. Since it is impossible to know or
estimate how many potential copies would be produced by microfilm
publication, it seemsreasonable that a similar fee should be charged for
both forms of reproduction. While no significant income should be
sought by the lending library, it is felt that suitable fees to recover costs
should be charged."r

.
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Certainly the most ambitious and wiclely publicized micropublishing
venture announced in 1968 is Encyclopaedia Britannica's (EB) Ultramicrofiche (UMF) Library Program, termed the "Resource and Research
Library Series." Th" fi.rt titt" i" this series,scheduled to be offered in the
fall of rgTo is "The Library of American Civilization, Reginni"gl t-"
tqr4," a iollection of approximately zo,ooo volumes yet to-be identified'
f'nii program is aimed it libraries-of the four-year liberal arts.colleges
and the jirnior colleges becauseEB feels that "adequate library facilities
at the .o["g" and riniversity level have become such a major problem
that, in maiy instances, only a major change in library technology can
hope to solve it." EB hopes by this serviceto-"enable many_institutions to
inciease their library teiont.et greatly for a relatively small part of their
library budgets."o The principal goals of the project are listed as:
(a) to establish ultramiirofiche as a standard library medium by producing a library seriesin this form of such scopeand quality as to insure
its acceptance;
(b) to provide full bibliographic support for each library;
in centralized
i.j to a.hieoe the econom-ies^inhereniin the medium and
selection, cataloging and indexing;
(d) to make availa6le low cost, hig6 quality fiches, readers, and readerprinters designed to approved standards.
The stepsfor the creation of the UMF are described as:
(a) The- material selected is first reduced on standard microfilm'
(t) fositive microfilm is printed with coordinate numbers added'
(.j 1.n" positive microfilm is then further reduced and the images arranged in rows and colu.innson a glassplate.
(d) From the glass master the final dissemination copies-are printed by
contact ph"otography. The final prints are laminated on both sides
with a thin layer of protective mylar.
This technology is an ourgrowth of studies by Technomics Inc. (partly
owned by nniof Santa M"onica, California, described as a systemsanalysis and educational technology firm. The UMF will, according to EB's
Lrochure, contain up to B,ooopage images per fiche at reductions up to
r5ox.
An important ingredient of the first installment of this new selies will
be the zoivolume ihe Annals of America, to be published in 1969 by
EB, which contains approximately z,zoo selections by more than r,roo
American authors. nn phns to ask the cooperation of a number of colleges and universities to participate in the Processof defining.the UMF
Library, nominating and selecting the titles, and designing the biblioLibraries planned areidentified
graphii aids. A nntib.t of futuretMF
i'n nB'r brochure. A seriesof UMF Seminars are to be conducted throughout the country during r969 to explain the program in greaterdetail'
The basic price of the first Library is $r5,5oo, which in-cludes ultramicrofiches, five sets of book-form catalogs, five sets of book-form bibliographies and research guides, -and so .sets of ultramicrofiche catalogs.
Driplicates or replacemints will be available for the following costs: UlVolume t j,Number 3, Summer tg69
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tramicrofiches for less than $r.oo per unit; book-form catalogs for $zoo
per set; book-form bibliographies and research guides for $roo per ser;
and catalog cards (LC cards whenever available) for $4,ooo per set.
It is obviously premature to fully evaluare this proposed project. It is
undeniably most ambitious and comprehensive in scope, but several key
elements have not yet been resolved. The literature distributed to date
admits that "the final selection of specifications for fiche format and reduction ratio will be influenced not only by technological and economic
factors but also by the concept of one unit or title per fiche." Also, the
portable reading machines (lessthan 5 lbs.) are still in the developmental
stage.It is planned that while the UMF Serieswill be ordered from EB,
the reading and reproduction equipment will be ordered fiom an as yet
undesignated manufacturer(s). Assuming that the selection of titles is in
competent hands, and that the bibliographical catalogs that will be offered on magnetic tape (for computer processing if desired), in bound
book form, in UMF fo mat, or as B X 5/'cards are of first-rate quality,
what of the technical quality of UMF? As described in EB's brochure,
the laminated distribution prints will be fourth or fifth generation copies;
the precision equipment and the quality control necessary to preserve
good defrnition through at least two reductions and two printings must
be first rate. Assuming that adequate and sufficient equipment and stafi
are available, and that high optical reduction has been perfected and can
be maintained for quantity production, what of the quality of the all important final link in the chain, the viewer? Informed speculation is that
the reduction to be utilized for this project will be closer ro sox than
r5ox. This is a reasonable conjecture for it would minimize the degree of
the technical difficulties involved, especially in maintaining the quality of
the final product. Also, assuming that the zo,ooo volumes to be included
in the first UMF Series are readily identified, where and how are thev to
be assembledand filmed within th" ,re*t two years?Many titles ur" t..tain to be in the rare and./or brittle category, and libraries may understandably be reluctant to loan them for filming or may have already filmed
some of them for preservation purposes. Even if the titles are assembled
on film or for central filming, and they average poo to Boo pages per
volume, the number of double-page microfilm exposures necessary
for zo,ooo volumes would range between two and three million.
Furthermore, technical and bibliographical problems involved in processing this mass of film through the stages of indexing, positive printing,
optical reduction printing onto glass and contact printing onto fiche are
staggering. Can these hurdles be overcome by the fall of r97o? This goal
would seem much roo oprimisticl It will be fascinating to observe the development of this monumental project in future years.At the least it will
spur present and future studies in the field of library microforms and hopefully give impetus to the need for improved bibliographical control and
standardization of image size,reduction, distribution size and format, and
related equipment specifications.
Information Handling Services Inc. (IHS), with headquarters at the
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Denver Technological Center in Englewood, Colorado, describes itself as
the world's leading publisher of visual data systemswith fifreen offices in
the U. S., Canada, England and Japan. This firm is notable as a micre
publisher because of tie extensivi use it makes of relatively ]righ reduciion rolt microfilm in cartridges. For one service which IHS ofiers, it films
two rows of 8mm images at a g1xreduction on 5o feet of r6mm microfilm
and mounts the filmln a cartridge for use in an rr lb. desk-top 8mm
"satellite" microfilm viewer with in 8 x ror/e" screen. fHS ofiers a "Di
rectron" service, a directory of industrial veidors on microfilm, which
costs $245 per year and provides approximately 3z microfilm cartridges
ifiree rimes annually. This firm also offers "Visual Search
"paut.a
Microfilm Files" (VSMF) designed for D.O.D. contractors; these files are
subdivided into various categoriesol
fnformation Dynamics Corporati,
offers a "Micrographic Catalog Retr
the process for libraries desiring to
cards. The actual LC card entries I
catalogs on r?-2ox reduction microfi<
IndexEs in the form of comPuter printouts, arranged lry b9t! LC card
number and main entry, are provided monthly, as well as being cumglated quarterly and annually,-as supplements. When the proper fiche is
located by the citation provided in-the index, it can be inserted in a
Reader-Printer and the print trimmed to produce a full size LC card
copy. Libraries must carelully analyze the cost, quality, and convenience
ot'ttris system versus ordering LC cards directly in card or proofsheet
form or preparing them by other systemsavailable.
Micr-o photo bioision of the Bell & Howell Co. has now announced
the availability of 442 titles in the Program to republish titles listed in
ALA's Books ior Co1tegeLibraries (BCL). These works are available in
"Duopage" xerographic reproduction form.
Richard AbeI and Co. of Zion, Illinois, plans to ofter comPuter
printed cards for all BCL books as well as Xerox copies oJ the books
ihemselves if the publishers grant permission to microfilm. They estimate
that approximately 2b Percent of. the BCL titles are out-of-print. .
SeiL g Howell's Micro Photo Division is expanding by moving from
Cleveland into a new plant in Wooster, Ohio, effective January r4, 1969'
Further evidence of expansion by the Bell & Howell Co. is the announcement thar N. B. Jacke6 Corp. wiil become a subsidiary of the company in
its Business Equlpment Group. Jackets are utilized in some systemsfor
nstrip up" method rather than producing
preparing miciofiihe by the
them on "step and repeat" cameras.
In late tg6s the Newberry Library and Bell & Howell's Micro Photo
Division anriounced plans to make Newberry's holdings of a-lmosta million volumes available by microfilm and other methods of photoduplication. Micro Photo will maintain a camela dePartment at the library and
will also make available particular Newberry collections which form coherent units for study. The first of the Newberry-Micro Photo film liVolume tj,Number
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braries to be issued, probably during rg7o, will be a collection of French
Renaissance political pamphlets of approximately 4,ooo volumes.
A 3M Co. sponsored International Microfilm Press (IM/Press) bookmobile-type van has commenced a tour of 46 eastern cities to exhibit
microfilmed copies of rare and significant items in the collections of the
New York Public Library. Also included are exhibits of 3M's line of
reader-printers, microfilm storage cabinets for reels as well as cartridges,
and related equipment. Under the terms of a two year contract with
NYPL, the 3M Co. is marketing NYPL's holdings on s5,ooo microfilm
rolls; these reels are described as containing reproductions of r ro,ooo
volumes representing the library's microfilm collection of the last 33
years. It is estimated that 4,5oo,ooovolumes are eventually to be microfilmed. IM/Press has been extensively advertising selected related titles
of this collection in special fields such as history of the theatre, sports,
etc., available on 35mm microfilm rolls at $r8.oo per roll. Also, IM/Press
is ofiering selections on gbmm microfilm from the Schomburg Collection
of Negro History in NYPL's custody. One title from this collection thus
far is ofiered on r6mm cartridges.
3M IM/Press now makes available on microfiche the complete elementary, secondary, and vocational curriculum file of the University of the
State of New York, State Education Department. The annual subscription
price of $zg5 includes a computerized index by subject, grade level, and
accessionnumber.
As a service to librarians and with little mention of 3M's microforms,
3M IM/Press is ofiering "An Annotated Guide to Automated Library
Systems."This r6-page booklet is a selective bibliography of recent literature on the subject of automated library systems;certain of the articles
listed also appear in abstracted form.
In conjunction with Cultural History Research Inc., 3M IM/Press ofIers an "International Cultural Materials Catalog" which describesmultimedia materials for cross-disciplinary teaching in a variety of subject
areas. Materials are ofiered on microfilm, slides, tape recordings, photographs, books, etc. A similar catalog describes a series of color slides of
"The Great Museums of Europe."
3M BusinessProducts Inc. announced in early r9,68thar it is distributing Atlantic Microfilm Corp's line of microform equipment.
University Microfilms continues to expand its impressive list of micropublications. Advertisements for O-P Boohs indicate that UM has over
3o,ooo out-of-print books on microfilm in its master negative microfilm
vault. UM also offers reprints of volumes r-49 of The National Cyclopedia
of America Biography.
UM provides a catalog which lists the complete 2,ooo volume Choice
"Opening Day Library" including boo titles selected fuom BCL; rhese are
available in duplex xerographic reprint form, fully cataloged and processedif desired, from warehouse stock in Ann Arbor. The books are available bound in buckram with author and title stamped on the spine. Fully
processed titles cost an additional $r.go. Librarians should not only
'
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comPare the BCL books and services offered by Micro Photo,. Richarcl
Abei & Co., and UM, but should also searchBoohs in Print, Guide to Reprints, or Anno,unced Reprints to determine if a title has been reprinted
or is scheduled for reprinting.
A handsome catalog entiiled "Focus on the News" is also available
from UM. This volume is designed to serye as a reference guide for the
high school teacher and librarian. This annotated bibliography describes
a core collection of four weekly news magazinesplus 66 periodical backfiles including magazines, newspapers, and government documents published in the U.S- between r78g and rg5g. The files were selected as
reference sources to support a high school social studies program- The
core collection alone contains microfilm of approximately zz5'ooo pages
and sells for $z,o3o including a microfilm reader. This beautifully printed
and illustrated catalog reflects the Xerox professional editorial touch
in dramatizing the value of periodicals on microfilm to secondaryschools.
"Focus on the News" contains an interesting introductory article by Craig
Pearson and John Marchak, editors for American Education Publications
Inc. (a Xeroi subsidiary), entitled "karning to Love the Information
Explosion."
UM also ofrers American Periodicals Series III' A complete bibliography of this seriesof more than roo titles (over z million pages),which
is now in its first year of production, is contained on Pages 165 and 166
of Part I of UM's Periodicak on Microfilm catalog dated September r968'
(Part II is a separate publication listing prices for individual reels.) It
is expected thaCseries lft wilt require 20 years to complete. Subscriptions
are $6oo per year for approximately roo,ooo Pages; individual reels are
$zo.oo eaih. It is reported that UM possessesa total of over 6oo,ooo
bibliographic items on microfilm, an impressive store. Over 4oo titles of
.rttenl periodicals have been added to UM's list during 1968 alone.
UM has been named publisher of. The International MicrofiIm Jom'nal of Legal Medici,ne,which is distributed in micro image form only; it
is published quarterly on microfiche.
fn a new service for the partially sighted, Xerox ofiers to obtain copyright permission and enlarge any book ttp to zr/2 times its original size
on heivy non-glare paper with flexible cover and binding'
Xerox Corp. has icquired Ginn and Co', aleading publisher of school
textbooks and supplementary teaching materials.
of NCR's Photochromic Microimage (PCMI) systemhave
Applications
-b-een
introduced in the fields of education and business. Early in
now
Parts Divi1968 a contract with Ford Motor Company's Autolite-Ford
sibn was announced. Ford parts catalogs will be filmed and distributed
under this $5 million projeit which will span a five year period. A single
high reduction 4 x 6'r microfiche in this system will store 2,56o-pagesof
paits information to be distributed to dealers, parts _wholesalers and
repair facilities. Another PCMI application introduced by NCR is designed for high school students. Approximately r,Too,college_catalogs
cointaining more than 4b,ooo pages, plus a guidance kit produced by
Volume tj,Number j,Summer tg6g
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Careers Jnc. of Largo, Florida, are ofiered on high reduction microfiche.
Up to 3,?oo pages are contained on a single 4 x 6,/ fiche.
(j) Microform Research
Information Dynamics Corporation (IDC) has been awarded a $75,ooo
contract by the U.S. Office of Education (OE) to conduct a study to provide an in-depth analysis and history of the experience of the Federal
Government in automating library and informaiion services. The Federal Library Committee, through its task force on automation, is serving
as an advisory committee for the project.
OE has also made a grant to the Association of Research Libraries
(ARL) for a study being conducted by Donald C. Holmes, Honorary
Consultant in Photoduplication to the Library of Congress. This one
year survey is entitled "Determination of User Needs and Future Requirements for a Systems Approach to Microform Technology" and is
designed as an explotatory study to identify the needs of users and the
technical and other requirements to meet the needs in an integrated
system of microform technology for economical and efficient storage, retrieval, dissemination, and use of material in microform for educational
and research purposes in libraries and schools. This project, which is
approximately half completed, shows particular promise since it is being
conducted by an investigator with demonstrated technical competence
and thirty years' experience with library microforms. With an investigator
with this extensive background, the guidance of ARL and a capable
committee, and on the basis of interviews with key personnel in selected
major research libraries, the report to be presented to ARL in June
t969 should provide useful direction to U.S. libraries seeking answers to
many questions about microforms (e.g.,microfiche vs. roll microfilm).
Under still another OE grant, Researcher Thomas G. Lee of Ann
Arbor, Michigan, is the projecr director for a study enritled "Current
Trends in Microform Use by SecondarySchools: Four CaseStudies." This
grant to the Mona Shores Schools of Muskegan, Michigan authorizes
Lee to collect information on innovative approaches, anecdotes,etc., involving microform utilization by secondaryichools. In addition to gathering data on the current use of microform programs in four particular
secondary schools, Lee will seek to determine trends of the past, present
and future use of microforms in all U.S. secondary schools.
A grant of $rrg,5eo has been made by OE to the University,of Denver Research Institute for a srudy of the "Characteristics of Ultramicrofiche and Their Application to Colleges and Universities." The principal
investigator is James P. Kottenstette and the term of investigation is
July
r, 1968 through June go, 1969.The researchprogram is designed to evaluate the various components of an ultramicrofiche system (readers and
fiche), test the response of typical users, and determine the optimal criteria for the establishment of standards. This program's conclusions will
serve as recommendations for UMF standards and serve as the basis for
future research and testing in actual use conditions. A portion of the
-
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during 1967.
Q) Copyright

tention than computer systems. Nevertheless we foresee that for the next
' 4o3 '
Volume tj,Number j,summer tgSg

survey of developments in the fields of copyright law, a,utomation, and
technology related to the communications media.

agreement between ACS and users, the users may make unlimited copies
of single pages from either microfilm or print editions. The license-fee
approximates r.b cents per page in the current volumes, added to the
cost of the film in cartridges or magazines,plus the cost of a subscription
to the print edition. A one time fee to covei the cost of the back volumes

condensates." This service consistsof machine searchable tapes containlng the title, author's names, complete bibliographic citation, and key
descriptive indexing terms for each journal article and patent covered in
current issuesof Ch,emical Abstracts.

ers or purchasersdwindles proportionally. The subjects of these books in
Benjamin's analogy represent "twigs on the tree of scientific knowledge."
Benjamin assertsthat the cause of further reduction in the publisher's

'
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market lor "twig" books is increast
photocopying. The author continue
other scholarly books are, obviously,
copying for purposes o[ research ar
other scholars, and librarians too, ar
connecall copyright restriction on photocopying for such purpos:t-i3
the
To
l1w"'
copyrighl
to rlviie the
tion with the cuirent utt.-pt
pubof
in
favor
be
abandbned
suggestion that conventional publishing
lisiing in microform from which printi can be made on demand, Benjamin"points ouc that a hard copy of goocl graph-ic quality must be
proau.ia before the microfo.m .i.t be made ind that the cost of this
hr.t .opy represents a high proportion of the total cost of a new book'
Also, the operational costJof maiing and selling single copies on demand
are very nlgn. tnese high vending Jottt are well known to library pholoduplicatiori services thXt must eiplain the cost of the master negative
microfilm versus the cost of subsequent prints and the. high personnel
and overhead costs of processing a request for a- quotation or.a request
for a single copy. Benjamin als6 discrissesthe alternative of the sale of
,,twig" b6oks ti'titrraries and other institutions under a licensing agreemeni such as ACS has adopted. IIe relates that when he has proposed
this scheme to a number of scientists and research librarians, all but a
few have backed away sharplY. Be
vocal and imaginative of the publisl
ibth annual meeting of the America
at Michigan State University, spoke
cators."e In this presentation the aut
that Congress eiact the present copyright bills without more specific
legislatiori on computer ,ries, but wilh a provision for the appointment
of"a study commisiion to investigate the impact of the- developing new
technology on authors, publisheri, and users of copyrighted. works' Benofficials who, he
jamin al"sotook this opportunity to chide EDucoM
lepresentaindustry
ctaimed, have declined invitations to meet with book
of
sympathy
lack
A
problems'
tives for discussion of common interest
a steady
directed
has
which
Prog_ram
ERIC
for
oE's
was also expressed
flow of forri requests to publishers of educational materials seeking copyright release or^permissi6n ro abstract, index, microfilm, and distribute,
iri microfiche oi hard copy, particular documents of relevance to the
ERIC program.
Amirican Documentation contained articles of interest in the January
and April 1968 issues on the subject of copyright:.T'aurence.Heilprin
,,Tichnology and the Future of the Copyright Principle"ro in
discusses
the former, advocating a copyright clearinghouse as Proposed by CICP'
and Mrs. Edward S.'Lurowtku-contributed "Photocopying, Copyright
and the Librarian" to the latter issue.rl Mrs. Lazowska's excellent paper
reviews the historical background of copyright, the history of u.S. copyright law and the judicial doctrine of "fair use," the developments in
li6raries and in photocopying related to copyright during the years
Volume t3,Number j, Summer t969
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ests will achieve them for us.

for their consideration for libraries.

and that librarians equate this practice with "fair use" despite the fact
that there is nothing in copyright statute or common law to justify this
practice. Eighty percent of the material copied is less than five years old
and is preponderantly scientific-technical in nature and in the form of

creating an exclusive right in the making of single copies. Wording to
confirm libraries' rights to make non-profit use of copies of copyrighted
works is suggested for inclusion in any copl'right legislation enacted in
the future. This 4o-page pamphlet is replete with referencesto lirerature
on the history of copyright in this country, particularly as it applies to
.
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is no indication yet how this will be settled.
(fl Publications
Dr. Harold wooster in an article published in July 1968 discusses
.,Our Nervous Science Publishers."ls This condensation of an addressat

Volume tl,Number
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film duplicates and full-size paper copiers will make on-demand duplica'
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tion compete even more with traditional circulation of books and other
materialiin responding to many kinds of readers' needs.At a later time,
as communircati;n cos; corne down, we shall also see a more extensive

brightest promise of the new technology for libraries. The recommendation coricludes with reference to the roie a Federal Institute otLibraty

to members and $zo.oo to non-members'
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and dissemination of microforms); and
ffro, communications. rnquiries
should be addressedto CFSTI (4ro.6r), U.S. Department of Commerce,
Springfield, Virginia 2zrbr.

The Business Systems Markets Division of the Eastman Kodak Co.

readets utilized.

The best publications buy for libraries is AI-A's Library Technology
_
Repor-ts.2o_subscriptions
to Reports have reached r,ooo and are increasiig
steadily. LTP indicat_es thar from the approximate r,5oo inquiries re-ceived per year, the subjects on which libriiians most often need info.*"tion are microforms, photocopies, and audiovisual equipment, in that
order. The price of a complete in-print set of Reporrs (3 years, each consisting of 6 issues) is
1ow $gb.oo when ordered with the- 1968 subscrip
tion ($roo). Thus, all Reports published ro date are available for a totil
'
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tention.

fordshire, England, for the exchange and republication,-on a one to one
basis, of reprographic re$t reports. NRCD will primarily -test European
LTp contrattors will continue to test primarily Ameriequipmentihie

The September 1968 issue of Business Autom'ation33 contains a r24'
pug" uttttnil referenc6 guide to business equipment, services, and supplies
*fr"i.t, includes compf;hensive and well illustrated sections giving full
' 4rl
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sp_ecifications
and capabilities of data display equipment, optical scanners,
office copiers, facsimile transmission equipment and mic?ofilm readers,
printers, processors, cameras, etc.
"Copier Costs and Control" is the subject of an article by
_J. W.
Plummer in the October r968 issue of.Busi,iess Graphics.sr Hidden"costs
9f "ffi!" _copying which contribute significantly to the cosr per copy are
identified as travel time to and from the copier, waiting at copier fbr service,-and over-copying or personal copying. Among the more interesting
conclusionsreached are:
(a) The on-demand copying system statistically proves that personnel
time more often costsmore per copy than the equipment and supplies.
(b) Any efiort to control over-copying is not praciicil. tt costs more to
install controls on unauthorized copying than can be ofiset in savings.
(c) The median limit on the number of copies that can economically be
made of an original is ten. It is far more economical to print requirernents above ten copies via duplicating processes.
(6) Products, Equipment, and Seruices
Office copying costs are increasing in most installations and the number of machines on the marker is alio rising. Xerox corp. continued its
spectacular growrh, strengrhening its impacion the library world by purchasing the R. R. Bowker Co.
Xerox has announced a new 66or table-top copier that produces r r
copies per minute. Wrereas existing Xerox tutte-tbp copierjrequire up
to ro mrnutes to warm up, this model requires no warm up period due
to a newly developed quaftz lamp. The 36oo III, the newestlrrthe Xerox
family of copier-duplicators, incorporates a number of components and
technique changeswhich allow it to produce a copy a secondwith greater
copy quality. Engineering advancements in illumination control, charge
concentration in the image areas,selective fusing, and a brush system for
removing unfused toner from copies have improved the quality of the
96oo copy. The Xerox Microprinter was also introduced during the year.
It operates as either a microfilm printer or a document copie; and produces up to 7 copies per minute. It will accept either 16 or g5mm microfilm as well as aperture cards or microfiche. A choice of lensesof either
12, 16,20 or z4x is planned, but to date only the r6x ]ens is available.In
positive mode the Microprinter will produce positive prints from positive microfilm.
Xerox has withdrawn its System g-z-r from the market due to lack of
sales.Few applications were found for this system which reduced. documents to Bb percent of their original size onto a variety of card formats.
Xerox Corporation's University Microfilms is ofiering a new model
r4r4 reader which sells for $2s5. Illumination of the 14 x r{, screen is
provided by an air-cooled quartz halogen lamp. The magnification is rSx
and- the unit is adaptable for both 16 and B5mm microfilm, aperture
cards or microfiche; a motorized film advance is promised for 1969.
Who has escaped the barrage of advertisemens in the mass media for
t4l2o
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accepts unffeated Paper.
Th" Mutr,^hiti Electric Industrial Co. Ltd. is now producing a color

and space saving. Hopefutly these cartridges and others aleg{Y on the
market, or expected in the near future, will be evaluated by LTP'
Eastman Kodak's Recordak line now includes Starfile Microfilmers,
Models RV-r and RV-g. The former is designed for library book charging, cards, checks, and documents uP to trr/2 x 4y4" in size. This compa-ct planetary camera weighs only zz lbs. and utilizes r6mm microfilm
iittr i fixed reduction of sex. The Model RV-z is also a r6mm planetary
camera weighing 45 lbs. and designed for security filming of legal docul/olume t3, Number 3, Surnmer t969

.
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ments at 27 ot 22x reduction. Both camerasofier automatic exposure control; the latter model offers an accessorytwin film unit adapter which permits simultaneous exposure of two rolls of film.
Eastman Kodak has also introduced a Recordak Microfiche Master
System to cut and assemble r6mm microfilm to make master microfiche.
Updated strips can be inserted among unchanged rows of images on the
original master microfiche to generate new disribution microfiche prints.
Du Pont has announced a new line of fiIm products called "Dylux."
The first product in this line is a non-silver photographic paper that
does not require processing. The only requirement is that ultraviolet
light be used for direct image recording. Also, Xerox is reportedly working on a new microfilm that does not use silver.
RCA reports development of a new type electronic display for print,
pictures, and moving images using liquid crystals sandwiched between
glass plates.
Kodachrome 16 and B5mm color microfilm and microfiche is now
available from the Eastman Kodak Co.
Fordham Equipment Co. offers the FECO Minifiche Projector, a compact 3-pound unit in its own carrying casewith built-in projection screen
that has adapters for microfiche film strips, slides, and aperture cards and
sells for $g+.gf.
Data Reproduction Systems ofiers.the DRS MiniReader for $7g.So.
This z-pound unit acceptsmicrofiche, microjackets, and aperture cards at
a standard rSx magnification and can also accept roll film with an optional attachment.
Thomas Bagg and James Strohlein of the staff of the National Bureau
of Standards, on detail to the National Library of Medicine, have developed and constructed a prototype of a "selectaframe" printer. This device combines a microfilm reader with a contact printer to permit scanning of g5mm master rolls of microfilm and printing of selected frames,
with a paper print cutting mark, onto a composite roll of diazo microfilm
for use in future continuous roll enlargement printing by Xerox Copyflo
and automatic guillotining into page size. Where sizeable quantities of
prints are required this system offers great advantages over preparing
prints from microfilm as individual enlargement prints or on readerprinters. Prints made on reader-printers often are costly, time consuming,
and not of satisfactory quality.
Significant progressis reported under the Eastman Kodak Co. contract
with the U.S. Patent Offrce which was concluded in the summer of 1966,
as detailed in the 1967 NMA Proceedi.ngs.Eo
The Parenr Office is converting its entire collection of 3.25 million patents (approximately rg million
pages) to a microform system. The master file consists of 35mm roll fiIm
with patent images reduced at a ratio of rr:r. A second microform file
contains Tomm X 6'l filmcards, also at a reduction ratio of r r: r, to be used
for hard copy reproduction. A third fi.le consists of silver halide film in
aperture cards containing patent images ac a reduction ratio of zz:r and
arranged in patent number sequence.The fourth file is cornposedof diazo

'
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film in aperture cards segmented into a classifiedarrangement for use in
constructing patent search files. Among other reasonsfor which this massive project is noteworthy are the specifications of the contract that incorporate such futuristic and semi-automated features as the microfilming
of paper print cutting marks and automatic paper stapling marks, oPtical
projection and reduction, the utilization of B5mm single perforated AHU
and Tomm Direct Duplicating negative frlm, and 4o ft. per minute Copyflo printing from Tomm filmcards. It is most significant also that relatively
low reduction first generation microfilm was specified to maintain quality
throughout the system.
The Comspace Corporation has introduced a unique system by which
r6mm (silent or sound) motion picture film images can be converted to a
television signal. This system makes it possible for libraries or businesses
with large r6mm film holdings to convert film images to TV signals and
feed them to a single TV receiver or monitor, or throughout an entire
closed-circuit TV system.
Polaroid's ID-z Land Identification System simultaneously photographs the subject and a data card; and, together with the lamination,
cutting, and sealing operations, a finished ID card can be completed in
less than two minutes. The ID card can be embossedpermitting its use
with imprinters in a data collection system.Omni-Card SystemsInc. also
ofiers color photo ID cards which are punched for use in computer or
hand operated input devicesin libraries and schools.Polaroid's CU-5 System for duplicating catalog cards, which has been in use at the University
of California's Riverside Campus for more than r8 months, has already
been utilized to copy more than roo,ooo cards.
The Film CARD Camera-Processordesigned by Houston Fearless
Corporation's subsidiary, HF Image SystemsInc., to produce microfiche
on demand for use in libraries or business,was in trial use in early 1968
at the Institute of Library Researchat UCI*A. Becauseof mechanical difficulties the prototype was shipped to the Microreproduction Laboratory at
MIT for further evaluation and consideration of recommendations for
refinement of the equipment. Peter Scott, Head of MIT's Microreproduction Laboratory, reports that no determination has been made at the
present time whether the machine is to be subject to further research.sT
HF Image SystemsInc. also plans to market the Fiji Microfiche CameraProcessor which was exhibited at the 1968 NMA Convention; a small
"Portafiche" microfiche camera is promised but no literature is available
yet for this equipment.
The Redstone Arsenal Scientific Information Center in Alabama has
published a report on a "Mobile Library Filming Device"38describing the
operation of a extensively modified, portable Recordak MRD-z camera
utilizing an MCD-z/3o film unit; the unit operates from either normal
electrical current or a self-contained battery and can film library documents up to r? X 24". This document reports the results of the design,
fabrication, and testing of this filming device and contains the study, performance test, conclusions, and manufacturer's design, oPerating and
Volume t3,Number j, Summer t96g
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maintenance instruction reports, and photographs of the device during
performance testing. Moderate sized libraries receiving large numbers o{
requests for xerographic copies of documents or pages of journals or
books, and with a "Copyflo" printer available, will be interested in this
4g-page report. The National Library of Medicine has operated several
modified MRD-z mobile microfilm units for the past six years. Whereas
the Redstone systemrefers to reductions of up to 2ox on r6mm microfilm,
NLM utilitizes 35mm film at rrx reduction to achieve higher quality reproductions. At best these mobile units sufier from problems of "batching" the orders, ambient light, vibration, and overall quality control; by
no means do all collections or library buildings lend themselvesto such
an approach.
No sooner had ALA's Telefacsimile Committee completed its Kansas
City Conference meeting on a rather negative tone, as far as the practicality of facsimile transmission applications in libraries with the equipment
presently available is concerned, than a barrage of publicity regarding the
future promise of this technology was unleashed. Graphic SciencesInc. of
Danbury, Connecticut, estimates that there is a market of 5oo,ooo users
during the next ten years that will want to acoustically couple their telephones to a facsimile transceiver for use in sending and receiving graphic
information. This firm develops, manufactures, and markets facsimile
transceivers which they expect to lease for approximately $7o.oo per
month. The approximate transmission time for an 8y2v. rr" page is 6
minutes with resolution of 88 lines per inch. Xerox Corporation's Telecopier II, the most popular equipment in use thus far, receivesdocuments
transmitted over ordinary telephone lines to an unattended telephone.
Telecopiers scan documents, convert what they see into signals for telephone transmission and reconvert the signals at the receiving end into
facsimile copies of the original. Unfortunately for libraries, it is still
necessaryto first make a photocopy to transmit a document; no equip
ment is yet on the market that will scan a page in a bound volume.
"An Evaluation of the New York State Library's Pilot Program in the
Facsimile Transmission of Library Materials"se was published in February 1968 by Nelson AssociatesInc. This ?2-page report recommended
discontinuance of the project and it has been discontinued; it is noteworthy for its honesty and thoroughness. The recommendation is made
that funds be concentrated on projects and the development of master
plans for reference and research interlibrary loan service rather than on
the more sophisticated but less fundamental services.
The August r, 19,68issue of the Library of Congress Infmmation
llulletinao reported on the Kansas City ALA program meeting of the
RTSD which was devoted to "Facsimile Transmission-Link
in Library
Networks." The Nelson report evaluating the FACTS network in New
York is matched in thoroughness and significance by the Schieber and
Shofiner report4l on the March 1967 experiment with Xerox LDX equipment between the University of California campuses at Berkeley and
Davis. This CLR funded report, which also examines the implications for
'
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interlibrary loan systems,was published in February r968 by the Institute
of Library Research of the University of California.
An ariicle in Library Journala2 reviews three recent studies on the use
of facsimile transmission: at the University of Nevada, at the State Li-

he can make a hard copy reproduction.
Some of the factors affecting input and output quality in the electrical
transmission of technical documents by scanning Processes(both facsimile
and closed circuit TV) are discussedin an article by D' M. Costigan of
Bell Telephone Laboratories in the Spring 1968 issue of NMA tournal.aa
Pages98 and gg of the September 1968 issue of BusinessAutomation are
Volumetj,Number j,Summer tgSg
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Q) Professional Actiuities
The National Microfilm Association held its rzrh Annual convention
in Chicago, May zrzg, 196g; the 1969 Convention is scheduled for Bos_

The Genealogical society of the church of
- .
Jesus christ of Latter-Day
Saints, which holds over 67o,ooorolls of g5mmhicrofilm, has announced
plans for a World Conference on Records to be held August
5-g, 1969 in
Salt Lake city, Utah. The conference will coincide wiih a worldwiae
Genealogical Convention and Seminar in the Salt palace.
The Information Industry Association was formed in late 196g by
those "concerned with promoting the interests of commercial firms thai
create, supply or distribute information services.,' William T. Knox,
vice-President of McGraw-Hill, was elected president of this new trade
association; among other directors elected were officers of university
Microfilms and of Crowell, Collier, Macmillan. (The latter firm has
absorbed Research Microfilm Publications and formed a new subsidiary,
CCM Information Sciencesfnc.)

'
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1966 ..Library Microfilm Rare Indexes" will appear in the r969-_editionof
ihe Bowher'Annual as well as in LRTS. The-rg6g indexes will be compiled as soon as the new edition of Brinkley's Directory is published. The
ictivities of the Micropublishing Projects Subcommittee and the Telefacsimile Committee have already been noted.
The united states of America standards Institute (usASI) Subcom-

efiective November r, 1968. Mrs. Rodell will be particularly missed by
members of the Reproduction of Library Materials section of ALA as a
good friend, wise counselor, and loyal supporter.
Chester F. Carlson, the inventor of xerography, died during t968. In
1965 carlson gave all of his original apparatus used in his first experimentr, dating back to the first xerographic print in 1938, to the Smithsonian Institution for display in the Hall of Photography'
Edward Rosse of the Social security Administration, acknowledged as
a microfilm expert and the recipient of numerous awards, as cited in previous issuesof ihis annual review, retired in september 1968 after z5 years
of federal service.
. 4rg
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Charles P. Yerkes (formerly Sales Manager of Microform Producrs,
NCR) and David R. Wolf (formerly General Manager of NMA) have
formed Yerkes-Wolf Associates, a microfilm consulting firm with headquarters in Annapolis, Maryland.
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COMMITTEE

ON THE CATALOGIIVG OF CHILDREN'S
MATERIALS: REPORT

fgllowing recommendarions were made by the Committee on rhe Cat. Th"
aJoging of children's Marerials and approved by the Executive commitree for
the Cataloging and Classification Section on
Januiry 3o, 1969:
(t)
adoption of Library of congress cataloging of children's materials as
Jhe
the national, uniform standard.
(e) The continued existence of the present commirtee within the cataloging
and classification section of the rt.esourcesand rechnical services Divi;ioi
for the exchange of ideas and information with the Library of congress on
the practices, inrerpretarion, and applications of cataloging for children's
materials.
These recommendations emerge from the firm belief that children's needs
ar_eserved only when their librarians devote full energy and attention to the
selection and use of materials. Librarians who work with, and. in the interest
of, children have neither the time nor the expertise to catalog the quantity and
variety of materials called for in professional standards undit
thi Report of
the National Advisory commission on Libraries. when children's or school

ROBERT L. TALMADGE TO PARTICIPATE IN
PUBLICATION
OF THE DEWEY DECIMAL
CLASSIFICATION
Talmadge, since 1966 direcror of Technical Deparrmenrs, Uni_
|ob"Ir_l:
versity of rllinois library, has been elected a director of Foresi press, Inc., to
succeed Howard Haycraft, chairman of the Board of the H. w. wilson company.
In. 1924,.seven years before his death, Melvil Dewey-then
73_gave the
copyrights in the Decimal classification to the Lake piacid club" Education
Foundation, which he had founded rwo years previousry, with the sripurarion,
.
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shall be
"All receipts or royalties from the sales of the various editions .
spent . . .'for editing, revising, bringing out needed editions and making them
known, thus making the system more widely useful without allowing it ever to

by the Library of Congress with the aid of an Editorial Policy Committee composed
of notable librarians.
Talmadge, a native of Seattle, is a graduate of the University of Kansas and
of the University of Illinois Library School. He has served as Associate and
Acting Director of the library of the University of Kansas and as Director of
the Tulane University library. He has had numerous important assignments
and responsibilities in professional association affairs and is currently a mem'
ber of the Council and Executive Board of the American Library Association'
With Robert Vosper he conducted the Farmington Plan survey in 1958-59.
Besides Mr. Talmadge, the present directors of Forest Press are Verner W.
Clapp (Council on Library Resources, Inc.), Deo B. Colburn (Business Manager of the Press), Emerson Greenaway (Director of the Free Library of Philadelphia), and John A. Humphry (Assistant Commissioner for Education-i'e.,
State Librarian-of
New York) .
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ABSTRACTS

The following abstracts are based on those prepared by the Clearinghouse for
Library and Information
Center
Sciences of the Educational Resources Information
(ERIC/CLIS). ERIC is a nationwide information system for the dissemination of educational resources and research materials. Funded by the OfRce of Education, this network consists of a central staff at the Office of Education and nineteen decentralized
clearinghouses, each focusing on a special subject area.
The clearinghouses emphasize the basic functions of acquisition, review, abstracting,
and indexing of current documents, particularly
materials which are not
"fugitive"
widely distributed. Significant documents are announced in Research in Education,
published by the Government Printing Office (Washington, D. C. zo4oz) annual subscription, $zr.oo domestic; 926.2b foreign; single issuesgr.7g.
ERIC/CL$
is responsible for documents on libraries and information centers, the
technology used to improve their operations, and the education and training of librarians and information specialists.
Other information on ERIC/CLIS
is contained in the Neusletter of the Cleatinghouse, available upon request. The Clearinghouse welcomes two copies of all current
research documents, Please address inquiries and documents to:
ERIC Clearinghouse for Library
and Information Sciences
University of Minnesota
9122 Riverside Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota 554o4
Documents with an ED number following the citation may be ordered in either
microfiche (MF) or hard copy (HC) format, at the prices indicated, from the ERIC
Document Reproduction
Service, Nacional Cash Register Company, 4936 Fairmont
Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland soor4. Orders must include ED number and specification
of format desired. A $o.5o handling charge will be added to all orders. Payment must
accompany orders totaling less than $5.oo. Orders from states with sales tax laws must
include payment of the appropriate tax or include tax exemption certificates.
Documents available from the Clearinghouse for Federal Scientific and Technical
Information, Springfield, Virginia zzr5r have CFSTI number and price following the
citation.
Seruices and
A DDC Biblio,graphy on Cost/Benefits of Technical Information
Technology Transfer. July 1968. 3or p. CFSTI AD 67e 5oo. MF $o.65, HC

$a.oo.
Institution
(Source): Defense Documentation
formation, Alexandria, Virginia.

Center for Scientific and Technical

In-

A compilation of literature in both the government and public sectors concerning
Cost/Benefits of Technical Information
Services and Technology Transfer. Not only
was the cost-benefit to the user reflected, but consideration was given to the initial
cost of information collections, the cost of processing the information and the cost of
the flow of this information
to the user. Cost-benefit was therefore considered as a
trade-off between the expenditures for processing services and the benefit to the user.
Technology transfer was considered as communication from one field to another for
practical use of technology.
Dougherty, Richard M., and James G. Stephens. Inaestigation
Concerning the
Modification
Computerized Serials Book Cataof the Uniuersity of Illinois
.
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of Colorado LiSystem at the Uniuersity
Iog to Achieue an Operatiae
braries. April 1968. CFSTI PB r78 er6. MF $o.65, HC $3.oo
The overall objective of the study was to identify the range of problems that a
library is likely to encounter when it acquires programs and machine-readable data
bases from systems developed elsewhere.
to Information
File-Management
Techniquis
and Systems with Apltlications
Retrieaal; A Selectiue Bibliography. June 1968. 3rp. CFSTI PB 48 7gz.
MF $o.65, HC g3.oo.
Institution (Source): Center for Applied Linguistics, Washington, D. C.
Based on material collected for system-automation studies within the efforts of the
Linguistic Documentation
Program toward development of a Language Information
Network and Clearinghouse System (LINCS), the bibliography
lists z16 references
under the headings: (r) Survey, Reviews, Symposia (rg references); (z) File-organization Principles (r8 references); and (3; Specific File'management Systems and Application to Infonnation Retrieval (r79 references).
Freeman, Robert R., and Pauline Atherron
Aud,acious-An
with
Experiment
an On-Line, Interactiue
Reference Retrieaal System Using the Uniaersal
Decimal Classification as the Ind,ex Language in the Field of Nuclear Science. April 25, 1968. 3a p. CFSTI PB r78 Z74.MF 9o.65, HC g3.oo.
Institution

(Source): American Institute of Physics, New York, New York.
Sponsor: National Science Foundation.
The data base for the experiment consisted of references from a single issue of
Nuclear Science Abstracts. The Special Subject Edition of UDC for Nuclear Science
and Technology was also stored in the computer so users could discover how to translate their questions from natural language to logical statements containing UDC numbers. The authors conclude that the technical feasibility of use of existing tools, such
as UDC, has been demonstrated. However, detailed attention to all facets of manmachine communication
is a necessity if systems are to be voluntarily
used.
Audacious is reviewed from this point of view. The authors also conclude that the
use of UDC in an on-line, interactive system may have important ramifications for
the development of international information networks. Conversion tables (schedules)
already exist which would allow speakers of many languages to search files indexed
by UDC.
Fuellhart, Patricia O., and David C. Weeks. Compilation and Analysis of Lexical
Resources in Information
Science. Final Report June r5, 1968. 46 p. CFSTI

AD 67r r48. MF $o.65,HC $3.oo.

Institution
(Source): George Washington
Sciences Communication Project.

University,

D. C., Biological

Washington,

Sponsor: Office of Aerospace Research (Air Force); National

Library

of Medicine.

A collection of twenty-three lexical resources published in the United States and
Europe 196o-1967, was analyzed to tabulate occurrence of different terms. This
analysis, by means of a matrix generat€d on the IBM System 36o Model 4o computer,
quantified the terminology, determining the content of information
science language
and the frequency with which its concepts have been recorded. This examination
showed that there was no existing formal structure for information science and that
resources tended to reflect the viewpoints of their authors.
Fussler, Herman

H.,

and

Charles

T.

Payne. Deuelopment

of an Integrated,

Computer-Based, Bibliographical Data System for a Large Uniaersity Library.
Annual Repart to the National Science Foundation from the Uniuersity of
Chicago Library, t967/6.8. 1968.66 p. CFSTI PB r79 4e6. MF $o.65, HC $3.oo.
Sponsor:National ScienceFoundation.
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GYe, Aud-reyN. Lrniaersityof Minnesota Bio-Medicar Library seriars
contror
System.Comprehensiae
Fall t966_Junet96g. June 3, 1968.9r p.
_Reb,ort.
E D o s r S 7 7 . M Fg o . 5 oH
, C g4.65.
Sponsor:Public Health Senice (DHEW), National Library of Medicine.

Lancaster, F.w. Eualuation of the MEDLARS Demand search
seruice. January
1968.e78 p. CFSTI PB r78 66o. MI go.65, HC gg.oo.
Institution (Source):National l_ibrary of Medicine.

Leonard, Lawrence E., and others. colorado Academic Libraries Book processing
Center. Final Report, Phase I and. phase II (t February
ry67_3oApril rydSi.
June r5, 1968.988 p. CFSTI pB r!8 4zr. MF go.65,HC g3.oo.
rnstitution (source): colorado university Libraries; colorado council of Librarians.
Sponsor:National ScienceFoundation.

'
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times for performing technical services activities
sources aiid Technical Services Division.

to be established by the ALA

Re-

in
and Reseat"ch Productiaity
Parker, Edwin B., and others. communication
Science Reseatch Area. Jwly 1968' gop'
Behauioral
an Interdiscipli,nary
CFSTI PB r79 569. NIF $o.65, HC $3.oo.
Institution (Source): Stanford University, California, Institute for Communication and
Research.
Sponsor: National Science Foundation.

creased facilitation

of interpersonal contact among researchers.

Reinto Testing of Information
Saracevic, Te{ko, and others. An Inquiry
Design, and Controls'
Methodology,
trieual
Systems. Part I: Obiectiais,
r968'
272P'
Final
Technica'I Report'
Systems Laboratory
Comparatiue

CFSTI PB r79 z9o.N{F $o.65,HC $3.oo.
The Comparative Systems Laboratory (CSL) proposed to deal with the problem of
testing-particular
retrieval systems by examining a number of processes involved in such systems,
with
attention'to the huhan factor. It is hoped that the results of the
with informaprojeci will. be useful in refining methodologies for experimentation
iion retrieval (IR) systems and in providing clues for the more effective design and
redesign of operating IR systems.
Re'
Deci'mal Classi,fication of Information
Schneider, John H. Hierarchical
Iated to Cancer Research. February 1968. rz4 p. CFSTI PB r77 2o9. MF

$o.65,HC $3.oo.
Institution

(Source): National Cancer Institute, Bethesda, Maryland'

The classification may be used (r) to identify cancer research efiorts supported by
NCI in selected areas of research (at any general or specific level desired), (2) to store
information related to cancer lesearch and retrieve this information on request, and
in published
(g) to match interests of cancer research scientists against information
aiticles so that scientists can receive copies of articles specifically related to their re'
search (Selective Dissemination).
\iVasserman, Paul, and Mary Lee Bundy. A Program of Research into the lden'
and
Preparation
the Educational
Requi,rements,
ti,fication of Manpouer
Professions.
in the Library
and Inlormation
the tltilization
of Menpouer
Final Report, Phase 1. January 1969. 5o p. ED ozg 938. MF $o.25, HC $2.6o.
(Source): University
Institution
Information Services.

of Maryland,

Sponsor: Office of Education (DHEW),
tion, National Library of Medicine.

College Park. School of Library

Bureau of Research; National

and

Science Founda-

This report covers prbject history, current status of major investigations, advisory
board activities, roles of sponsoring agencies, and dissemination activities. Research
projects described are: (t) r'Education, Careers, and Professionalism in Library and
(3)
information
Science," (z) "The Librarian's Role in a Changing Organization"'
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"Leadership for Change," (4) "Image and Status of the Library and
Service Field," (5) "Personality and Ability Patterns of Librarians and
Service Workers Related to Work Roles and Work Settings," and (6)
Professions."
Policy for Manpower Development
in the Information
activities of the principal investigators are summarized, and plans for
phase are discussed.

Information
Information
"Toward
a
Professional
the second

Seruices lor the Nation's Needs, Toward FulfillKnight, Douglas M. Library
Aduisory Commission
ment of a National
Policy. Report of the National
on Libraries. July 1968. 74 p.ED ozct 446. MF $o.5o, HC $9.o4.
Information
upon which these conclusions and recommendations are based came
from formal testimony, informal discussion, regional hearings, and specially commissioned studies. The fundamental
recommendation
is that it be declared national
policy that the American people should be provided adequate library and information
services and that the federal government, in collaboration with state and local government and private agencies, should lead in providing such services. Objectives are
stated for overcoming current inadequacies. Recommendations include--(r)
establishment of a national commission on libraries and information
science as a continuing
federal planning agency, (e) recognition of the Library of Congress as the national
library of the U. S., (3) establishment of a federal institute of library and information
science, (4) recognition of the important current role of the U. S. Office of Education
in meeting library service needs, and (5) strengthening of state library agencies.
Supporting Studies
As a background for its report, the Commission sponsored a number of supporting
studies on a wide range of subjects. Most of these special studies contributed at least
partially to Commission decision-making, alrhough there was by no means a total
endorsement of every position or recommended action in the report.
Burkhardt, Frederick. On Research Libraries.
November 196?. g? p.
ED oze 48o MF $o.5o, HC 94.7o.
Cuadra, Carlos A., and others. Technology
poration, November 196?. 165 p.
ED oez 48r MF $o.75, HC 98.35.

American

Council

and Libraries.

of Learned Societies,

System Development

Cor-

Havlik, Robert J., and others. Special Librari.es, Problems and. Cooperatiae Potentials.
American Documentation Institute, September ry67. rz4 p.
ED ozz 482 MF $o.5o, HC 96.3o.
Lacy, Dan, and Virginia H. Mathews. Social Change and, the Library,
tional Book Committee, December 1967. ro8 p.
ED ozz 483 MF $o.5o, HC 95.5o.
Mathematica. On the Economics of Library
ED ozz 525 Mr $o.7b, HC 98.5o.

t945-t98o. Na-

Operation. June 1967. 168 p.

Mendelsohn, Harold, and Karen Wingerd. The Use of Librari,es and, the Condi,tions
Tha,t Pronxote Their Use, Academy for Educational Development, November 1967.
r2() P.
ED ozz 489 MF $o.5o, HC g6.ro.
Nelson Associates, Inc. Public Libraries in the United, States: Trends, Problems and
Recomrnenda tions. November 1967. 68 p.
ED ore 484 MF $o.bo, HC gg.5o.
Nelson Associates, Inc. School Libraries in the United States. November
ED oss 485 MF $o.5o, HC 93.99.
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Nelson Associates, Inc. American State Libraries and State Library Agencies: an Oueraiew with Recommend,ations. November ry67.97 p.
ED ozz 486 MF $o.25, HC $r.95.
Nelson Associates, Inc. Und.ergraduate
Slates. Jarrtoary 1968. rob p.
ED ozz 487 MF $o.5o, HC $5.35.

and Junior

College Librari,es

in

the United

North, J., and others. Libraries and Ind,ustry. Programming Services, Inc., November
1 9 6 7 .r 4 8 p .
ED oze 488 MF $o.75, HC $7.5o.
Ginzberg, EIi, and carol A. Brown. Manpower for Library serui.ces. columbia
sity. Conservation of Human Resources Project, September 1967.64 P.
ED on 4o8 MF $o.5o, HC $g.go.

univer-

Mathematica. On Library Statistics. August t967.45 p.
ED o:3 4ro MF $o.25, HC $z.gf.
Myatt, Dewitt O., and Donald A. Barclay. Positi'on Paper on Extra Library
tion Serwices.Science Communication, Inc., December ry67.73 P.
ED oz3 4o9 MF $o.5o, HC $3.75.
Educational Facilities, Inc. The Impact
r967.
ED or8 r47 MF $o.25, HC $o.7o.

ol Technology
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REVIEWS
Busse, Gisela von, and Florst Ernestus.
Das Bibliothekswesen der Bundesrepubli.k Deutschland, eine Einfilhrung. Wiesbaden, Otto llarrassowitz, 1968. 3oe p.
The book under review is a most
informative overall view of German
librarianship in the Federal Republic.
It is divided into eighr chapters, the
most important of which deal with:
Types of Libraries (16 subdivisions);
Library Cooperation (r7 subdivisions);
Library Operations (r9 subdivisions);
Bibliography and Documenration (r2
subdivisions); and Library Profession
and Training (r r subdivisions).
Due ernphasis is given to central libraries: Staatsbibliothek Preussischer
Kulturbesitz in Marburg and West Berlin; the Deutsche Bibliothek in Frankfurt; the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek in
Munich; and the twenty-eighr libraries
of the Laender. Germany has fortv-two
secular university libraries and. twelve
church affiliated university libraries.
The largest one is Giittingen, which is
well known to America because it influenced cultural development so much
in the beginning of the nineteenth cen-

rury.
Like any other country, Germany
has a great number of special libraries
and book collections for the use of
governmental agencies. The public libraries have increased remarkably in
size and importance compared with the
prewar Volksbiichereien but have not
yet reached the level of their Scandinavian, English, and American sister
institutions. Their combined holdings
are given as twenty-eight million volumes and their last annual circulation
was seventy-two million,
Library cooperation is well developed and seven regional central catalogs make it comparatively easy to
locate desired titles. A centralized pur-
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chasing agency for public libraries facilitates the acquisition of material.
The standard book budget for university libraries is not based on the
number of students, but on the number of periodicals held. American librarians will note with interest that
t}ne Wissenschaftsrat has stated that a
regular rb per cent annual increase in
the book budget is needed simply to
oftset increases in book prices and book
production.
The internal organization of the library is fairly uniform throughout the
world. Our German colleagues, too,
have three major departments: Acquisitions, Catalog, and Reader Service.
The catalog is a divided one, an alphabetical author catalog and a subject
catalog which is classified or arranged
alphabetically by subject heading.
There is, of course, a shelflist. The
dictionary catalog is not commonly accepted.
The German catalog regulations
have been striving for full conformity
with the internationally accepted catalog codes since 196r. The catalog is
generally open to the public; however,
the stacks are closed. Books are not
classified but are arranged on the
shelves according to numbers. For over
a hundred years, the world has recognized both the quality and number of
German bibliographies. It is, therefore,
not astonishing that our German colleagues have great interest in all phases
of documentation and ate contributing
very much to it.
The greatest difierence between Germany and America is in the structure
of the profession. The German library
profession is broken down into three
groups. The most respected is the socalled higher service which presupposes
a doctorate plus two years of practical
and theoretical training. It may be significant that public libraries, at least
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at the moment, do not have vacancies
in this rank.
The second group is the so-called
elevated services (Gehobener Dienst)
which presupposes junior college and
two years of library school. This group
is by far the most numerous in German
Iibraries, both academic and public,
and carries the title Diplom Biiliothe'lhe
kar.
third group is the so-called
middle services and would be roughly
the equivalent of our clericals.
Germany has nine library schools. In
1968 they registered forty candidates
for the higher service, one hundred
sixty-one for the elevated services in
scholarly libraries, and two hundred
forty for service in public areas.
Although this book can be read to
advantage by a German librarian, it is
designed primarily as a guide for the
foreign visitor. It fulfills this objective
admirably, and it is most strongly recommended to every American librarian
who wishes to learn something about
his German colleagues. It is my understanding that an English translation of
this book is being planned.-Felix
Reichrnann, Assistant Director, Cornell
Uniuersity Libraries, Ithaca, New York.
The National Union Catalog, Pre-t956
Imprints. . . fl"ondon and Chicago]
Mansell, 1968.v. r-5, A-Ainsworth.
What can one say about one onehundred-twentieth of the bibliographical wonder of the world, except cheer
and then gaze at it in awe? Surely the
greatest bibliography of roman alphabet entries ever produced; long awaited,
and finally beginning to appear. When
completed some ten years hence, its
six hundred volumes will weigh 4,7e5
pounds or nearly two and one-half
tons, will occupy about roo running
feet of shelving, and a little over rso
cubic feet of space. The volumes are
r4 inches all and weigh 7 lbs. t4 oz.
each. Printed on permanent/durable
book paper and bound in heavy bucktam, the set should last the many decades of its probable usefulness.
Volume t j, Number j, Summer r969

Its physically monumental nature is
overshadowed by its bibliographical
monumentality, for it will supersede
A Catalog of Boohs Represented bY
Library of Congress Printed. Card,s; the
Supplement; tl:.e Library of Congress
Author Catalog, tg48-52; The National
union Catalog, r9j2-ii Imprints; anrl
The National Union Catalog, A CumuLatiueAuthor List, t95 j-t957. Thus five
alphabets will be reduced to one, but
much more important, the number o[
items will be increased by a large factor. It is expected that the NUC Pret956 Imprints will contain about twelve
and three-quarter million entries. It is
"a bibliographical
doubt
without
record unparalleled in the history of
libraries."
A brief but comprehensive history of
the union catalog idea and particularly
of this publication has been written by
Gordon R. Williams, Chairman of the
Subcommittee on the National Union
Catalog, Resources Committee, Resources and Technical Services Division, American Library Association.
Two introductions, one by Johannes
L. Dewton, Head of the National
Union Catalog Publication Project at
the Library of Congresg and t}le other
by John Commander, Managing Director of Mansell, the publisher, explain
the work fully.
This reviewer feels that not enough
credit for the appearance of this great
work is given to the publisher. For
many years some librarians urged the
publication of the reffosllective National Union Catalog, even if unedited,
on the rheory that if it was so very
useful in Washington where it existed
in only a single copy on cards, it would
be multiplied in usefulnes by the
number of copies in book form that
would be distributed. But perfectionist
hesitancy and lack of financial suPPort
by the Library of Congress and the
ALA, as well as some technological
conservatism,prevented this until Mansell came along with their advanced
technology gained by experience in
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producing th,e British Museum CataIogue. They even were willing to finance the editorial costs, certainly a
function which one might expect from
the national library and,/or the national professional association. This is
not to take away the credit from the
individuals in the two organizarions
who worked hard and long at this task,
but simply to point out that it took
someone outside the professional organizations to bring the ideas to frui
tron.
As anyone who has tried to compile
a bibliography knows, errors and omissions will occur no matter what care is
used. This work is not immune to error. NAooo9784 is doubtless the same
title as NAooogTg5.The first is ascribed
to Abiel Abbot, rf65-r859, while the
secondis underAbiel Abbot, rZTo-rB?8.
Harvard, Bowdoin, Brown, and Yale
agree on the first, and New York Public and New York State Library report
the second. Which author attribution
do you prefer? These two entries are
on facing pages 2go and zgr of Volume
r. This sort of thing is bound to occur
when a merging of the cataloging decisions of many libraries takes place,
and of course, that is what the Pre-t956
Imprints is.
Sorne sort of running heads would
be helpful in searching these 7oo-page
volumes. Both item numbers and alphabetical guides would be most desirable since the numbers will doubtless take on the nature of a pedigree.
Not to find either at the tops of the
pages seems an unfortunate omission.
But these are small faults when one
considers the value of this set. No library with any pretense to bibliographical competency or research capability
can do without it.-Richard H. Shoenxaker, Professor, Graduate School of
Library SenLice,Rutgers UniuersityThe State University of New Jersey,
New Brunswick, New Jersey.

Anglo-American Cataloging Code
held by the School of Librarianship,
The Uniaersity of British Columbia,
April rj and rq, t967. Edited by
Thelma E. Allen and Daryl Ann
Dickman. Vancouver, Publications
Centre, University of British Columbia, 1967.rZb p. g6.00.

Less than four months after the
North American text of the AngloAmerican Cataloguing Rules appeared,
Canadian librarians held two important meetings toward the implementation of the new code. The second meeting, a two-day workshop in Vancouver,
held a fortnight after the first meeting
in Toronto, had two hundred and
seventy-five participants from across
Canada, including some who had ar
tended ar Toronto, and from the length
of the United States Pacific coast. The
Vancouver workshop was fortunate in
its chief benefactor, The Leon and
Thea Koerner Foundation, which
through a second grant made possible
the prompt publication of New Rules
for an Old Game-the pioneer publication among workshop proceedings
on the same theme. The first meeting,
a two-day colloquium
in Toronto,
March gr and April r, ry67, resulted
in The Code and the Cataloguer, the
Proceedings of the Uniuersity of Toronto School of Library Science Colloquium on the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules, r968. While Toronto had
Sumner Spalding, the general editor of
AACR as the resource specialist, Vancouver had Seymour Lubetzky, the first
editor of the new code, and Bernice
Field, chairman of the ALA/CCS Descriptive Cataloging Committee, who
assistedLucile Morsch in editing "Rules
for Description," chapter six. Both were
members of the ALA Catalog Code
Revision Steering Committee.
New Rules f or an Old Game rnay be
divided into several sections: (r) the
prefatory and introductory sections by
New Rules for an OId Game: Proceed,- the hosts; (z) the presentations: "Backin.gs of a Worhshop on the t967
ground and Underlying Principles," by

.
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Seymour Lubetzky; "The Rules for Entry and Heading [and] The Rules for
Description and for Non-Book Materials," by Bernice Field; and (3) questions from the participants with answers by the speakers. Two papers
concerned with further implementation, "Administration
Implications,"
by Margaret Beckman and "Policies at
the National Library" by Jean Lunn
are queried and discussed. The text
continues with "Reports from Six Discussion Groups" which deal with practical considerations related to Public
Libraries, Smaller Academic Libraries,
Larger Academic Libraries, Government, Special, Science Libraries, Specialized Xfaterials, and Administrators.
Reports of the Closing Session appropriately include Mr. Lubetzky's and
Mrs. Beckman's concluding statements
and the discussion, chaired by Miss
Field, of resolutions suggested by the
Discussion Groups. The Appendix contains Miss Field's compilation of "Anglo-American Cataloging Rules Correlated with ALA Cataloging Rules." A
bibliography, a list of registered participants, plus the general index, an
index of AACR rules, and an index of
speakers complete the volume.
Seymour Lubetzky's thumbnail historical sketch of. AACR's pred€cessors
introduces his analytic review of the
new code's structure and character, in
which he says, "Entry . . . is based not
on the type or form of publication
catalogued, but on the authorship of
the work embodied in it. . . ." While
pointing up the code's deficiencies he
also says,"On the whole, the new code
presents a logical analysis of the problem of cataloguing and deals with each
of the questions involved in the order
in which they normally arise in the
process of cataloguing." Mr. Lubetzky
with characteristic vigor reiterates the
two main objectives of the catalog as
they were set forth in his "CCR" of
196o and in the "Paris Principles" of
r96r and characterizesthe new code as
a "body of principles rooted in the
Vo'lume t3,Number

j,Summer
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objectives which . . ." a library's catalog "is assumed to serve." He repeats
"the watchwords purposes, problems'
and principles" which rePresent the
criteria adopted by the Catalog Code
Revision Committee, Catalogers must
read his summary statements periodically to keep freshly in mind the general principles that will implement the
two objectives of the catalog. Lubetzky
agrees that "despite the aberrations
the logical
from these principles
structure of the new code and PurPo'
sive character of the principles" will
make the code a more efficient instru'
ment with which to produce catalogs
"more intelligible, responsiveand help
ful" as guides to library resources.
Further, to ensute intelligent use of
AACR, Lubetzky's concluding comments contain four main instructions;
(r) understand and become familiar
with the new stmcture of. AACR, because the rules deal progressively with
the cataloging process; (e) analyze and
weigh the bibliographic conditions encountered for no cataloging rules will
answer every question; (3) use reason
and judgment while interpreting rules
within the context of the whole code;
and (4) be critical in using the new
rules and contribute constructively to
their further improvement.
Professor Lubetzky is the gifted
teacher of the British Columbia workshop through his inimitable resPonses
to the penetrating questions posed by
the participants. Logically and delightfully he replies, interpreting with specific examples, helpful alike to Practicing catalogers,cataloging teachers,and
students. Indeed, the inclusion of these
questions and answers adds much to
the practical value of this volume'
Bernice Field for her Part answers
with equal clarity the many questions
directed to her throughout the workshop. She reveals her thorough knowledge of the individual rules and shares
with the participants her many years of
experience as a practicing and as an administrative cataloger in a large re-
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acteristic directness. Miss Field covers
comprehensively all the problem rules
and provides an incisive analysis and
comparison of individual rules which
highlight the differences between
"AACR"
and "ALACR'
whenever
changes occur. Ifer comments on de_
scription and non-book materials, al_
though tJrerules have not been changed
significantly, ofier valuable explana_
tions and clarifications.
Although a case-by-case
study is not
_
the best approach to the new code, a
further value of this volume is Miss
Field's rable of. AACR '62 correlated
w.ith ALACR'4g based on comparison
charts drawn up at the Library of Co.rgress where ALA rules were matched
with AA rules when possible. paren_
thetically, there are twb addirional tables which correlate the cataloging
rules: the one, prepared at the Univeri
sity of Washington, gives the rule
numbers first by the ..Red Book," then
by the "BIue Book" in reverse arrange_
ment from Miss Field,s; and the othir,
prepared ar Cornell University (copy_
right Robert Slocum and Lois gictcel.
1968), is a detailed and full_fledged
comparative study which follows Miss
Field's arrangement. A convenient fea_
ture of Miss Field's table is her indica_
tion of. (change)" ot,,(maior change
-"
)"
after the numbered rulei in AA1R.
Her systematic coverage of the new
code makes New Rules for an Old,
Game a companion-piece, an interpretive manual, to be used side bv iide
with the "Blue Book."
Canadian librarians-enthusiastic
about a cataloging code restored to
basic principles-neverrheles face the
four alternatives which Mrs. Beckman
suggestsfor possible implementation of
AACR: (r) adopt the new rules fully,
begin a new card catalog, and publish
the old one eventually in book form;

'
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(z) set a given date to adopt the AACR,
interfile new cards with old cards, and
link the two by see also references; (B)
follow the LC policy of superimpoiitlon to perpetuate headings already in
use, trur to adopt AACR for new personal and.corporate names,,etc; or q4;
ienore progress and continue to use
the old ALA rules. Whichever akernative policy an individual library decides
to follow, the influence of the Library
of Congres is likely to hinder rather
than to aid applications of the new
code-these are the reviewer's words-

Beckman points out the many services
of the Library of Congress-the Tirle
II program and prompt cataloging,
and the positive values of the LC catalog cards or proof slips-while
she
skillfully evaluates rhe economic and
user convenience factors that librarians
must coruider in choosing one of the
four alternatives. In her careful analysis of the multiple problems involved
in applying AACR, she singles our the
specific policies rhat need thoughtful
formulation by individual libraries before a constructive policy can be
achieved. Read Mrs. Beckman's summary, the "basic considerations in the
application
of the Anglo-American
rules"-in fact, read her entire paper,
"Adminisrative frnplications,'; riad it
several times to receive the full impact
of her recommendations!
From across Canada the leaders and
recorders of the discussion groups report problems involved in certain rule
changes for serials, adaptations, and so
on, and they suggest common sense sG
lutions. The reports representing all
types o{ libraries reflect something
deeper, however-the general mood of
Canadian librarians-not to be ,.scared
ofi by this policy of superimposition of
the Library of Congress." The Smaller
Academic Libraries group, when asked
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by one of irc members for advice about
which code to use in establishing a new
library, advised this member to use the
"Blue Book" in its enrirety. If the NaLibrary and the
tional Agricultural
Enoch Pratt Free Library "have already taken this opportunity to seal off
their old catalogues and start new
ones," why not "be consistent' courageous, and creative . , . [and] use intelligence and initiative?" When catalogers who are not committed to change
read the cogent proposals in these typeof-library group discussions, they will
be encouraged to adopt tl:'e AACR
promptly, but not without careful planning and organization or systems studies to be conducted in the individual
library before decisions are made.
Resulting from the discussion group
reports are two resolutions recorded as
passed without dissent and here cited
in full:
r. Resolved, that this meeting wishes
to convey to the Library of Congress
and to the National Library of Canada
the sense of urgency with which we
view the problem of full implementation of tlne Anglo-American Cataloging
Rules. Strict adherence to announced
L.C. policy of superimposition is an
unhappy solution in view of our intellectual commitment to this new code
as a good tool for the construction of
catalogues. We ask that, if this policy
cannot be reconsidered in its entirety,
at least some guidance be given, possibly via a coded symbol, as to when
headings on an L.C. card have been
established according to the new code.
s. Resolved, that the Canadian Library Association's Technical Services
Section be asked to appoint a standing
committee to continue to channel information about code revisions to its
members and to receive comments from
members for transmittal to the aPpropriate bodies.
Dissatisfaction with the Library of
Congress policy of superimposition exists not only in Canada but also south
of the border, in the United States.
Volume t3, Number
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Disappointment is keen where the use
of LC printed cards is greatest, where
use of MARC tapes is most imPortant'
of the
and where implementation
AACR by national leadershiP would
have the greatest impact. The reviewer,
a "life-member" of the ALA Catalog
Code Revision Steering Committee'
ioins all who think that the least token
Loncession LC could make would be
to indicate by some symbol on name
entries, main or added, Personal or
corporate, and on title main entries
the works cataloged bY AACR' cost
what it may.
Neu Rules for an OId Game is a
compact, well-bound, paperback wolume, with typography clear to follow.
Indeed, the typography and design of
this book are a fitting memorial to
Louis Grenby. The organization of the
volume and its indexes provide excellent access.The editors are to be congratulated for their discrimination in
the most difficult task of rearranging
and re-styling the presentations. The
selective, chronologically arranged bibliography is updated by Miss Pauline
Seely's bibliography accompanying her
paper (cf. LRTS, Winter, 1969). WhY
not continue these bibliograPhies as an
annual feature in the Spring issue of
LRTS?
This British Columbia handbook, a
running commentary on AACR, be'
comes the first comPanion volume of
its nature. Moreover, it serves as a
manual for proposed implementation
of the new code, and these proceedings
are being used as a springboard for
other conferences, institutes, or meetings which will continue to be held all
over North America.
The second resolution Passed at the
Vancouver Workshop on the 1967 Anglo-American cataloging code is pointing toward creating on a continuing
basis a clearing house for Canadian,
American, and British catalog code revision and implementation. Vehicles to
channel such information already exist
through the Newsletter of the Commit-
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tee on Revision of Anglo-American
Cataloging Rules (for Canada), the LC
Information Bulletin and, Cataloging
Seraice (for the United States), and
Catalogue b Index (for Britain). On
the international level there is the
Canada Committee for Liaison with the
IFLA Committee on Uniform Rules.
May we suggest that ZR?S in its
Spring issue have a section devoted to
an annual summary of developments
(along with the annual bibliography)
in code revision and its implementation for the three countries?-taura C,
Colain, Professor, School of Library
and, Information Science, Uniuersity of
Western Ontario, London, Canada.

Pflug, Giinther, and Bernhard Adams,
eds. Elehtronische Datenaerarbeitung in der Uniuersitiitsbibliothek
Bochum: Ergebnisse-Erfahrungen
-Pliine. Bochum, 1968.
Bochum is well known as the leading
German university library in the field
of electronic data processing.The book
under review is a candid report of five
yearsexperience, experimentation, frustration, and achievements. It is important to realize that the library was
founded in 196z and, therefore, could
be organized from the start in harmony
with the principles and requiremenrs
of the new technology; furthermore,
Bochum is fortunate in having its own
comPuter.
The report is divided into eight
chapters: Experiences and Problems;
Alphabetical Catalogs; Production of
the Catalog; Circulation; Binding Preparation; Serials Catalog; Acquisitions;
and Simultaneous Preparation of Alphabetical and Subject Catalogs.
The library had planned to complere
full automation of all library processes
within five years; it seemsnow that the
time will have to be doubled. Compari
son of costs between conventional procedures and electronic systems are not
conclusive and would not apply to the
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situation in this country. Pflug states
that. at many libraries rhe patron is
generally expected to visit the library
twice, once to file his book request and
then six to twenty-four hours later to
receive the book. Undoubtedly such
service needs improvement but this
could be achieved with conventional
techniques.
Pflug's final and very cautious remark
does not seem overly optimistic and
will not give too much encouragement
to our own computer enthusiasts: "one
can well say that the introduction of
electronic data processing has not
caused a boundless lulerlosl increase in
costs."
As in many American libraries, cataloging is done by teams consisting of
one professional and two clericals. No
data, however, are given to evaluate
clearly the increase in efficiency due to
the computer; the statement "cataloging capacity" is extremely vague. Pflug
has calculated that 85 per cent of cataloging costs are salary and only rr, per
cent are machine expenditures. He estimates a saving of four cents ($.o4)
per title in Bochum compared with
other Iibraries.
The alphabetical catalog is in book
form, containing at this time rbo,ooo
titles; five cumulative supplements and
a complete new edition are produced
yearly. The annual catalog production
is about 4o,ooo titles.
Circulation procedures are based on
batch processing. Our Bochum colleagues seem to be very satisfied, but
American experiences have not been
so optimistic. The present workload of
4oo titles daily is performed by a staff
of five professionals (the head of the
department belongs to the higher service-a group which presupposes a doctorate) and fourteen clerical workers.
Bochum does not have a check-out desk
at the exit.
The serials catalog is for the time
being limited to 5,ooo titles in the field
of the humanities, social sciences,and
law. It represents the holdings of the
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university library and of the institute
collections. The checking-in of periodicals is seemingly done by conventional
methods. The work in two departments, Acquisitions and Subject Cataloging, is still in the planning stage,
albeit an advanced one.
AII American librarians will read
with interest the navail of our Bochum
colleagues. Short but excellently written resum€s in English facilitate the
comprehension for those of us who have
an incomplete command of the German technical language.-Feli,x Reichmann, Assistant Director, Cornell Uniuersity Libraries, Ithaca, New York.
Schimmelpfeng, Richard H., and C.
Donald Cook, eds. The Use of the
Library of Congress Classification.
Proceedings of the Institute on the
use of the Library of Congress
Classifrcation, Sponsored bY the
American Library Association, Re'
sources and Technical SeraicesDiai'
sion, Cataloging and Classification
Section, New Yorh City, IuIl Z-0,
tg66. Chicago, American Libraty Association, 1968. xii, 245 p. $6.5o.
This work enriches the growing literature on the Library of Congress classification. Lucidly written, it should be
of use to administrators desiring to
change to the LC classification,to catalogers faced with reclassifying existing
collections, to library school students
and teachers.
The Institute, of which this is a revised and edited transcript, was held
in July 1966. It is to the authors' and
editors' great credit that the written
work is in a form and linguistic style
eminently suitable for reading. Few
edited transcripts make the transformation from the spoken to the written
word as successfully.That twenty-seven
months elapsed between the Institute
and the publication date (October
1968) is less than fortunate. Where
were you, dear, while we were holding
our breath?
Volume t3,Number
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Although the Table of Contents
does not say so, the work is divided
into two parts and evidently aimed at
two difierent audiences. One Part,
chapters two to eight, contains a fine
introductory chapter on the development, characteristics, and structure of
the LC classification, by C. C. Bead'
and six chapters that discuss and describe LC's chatacteristics and special

literature (E. Lockwood), and of documents and official publications (M. C.
Arick). This part is immensely useful
to the practicing cataloger, teacher,
and student, who now have a chance
to learn specifics. It explains many
situations and existing LC numbers
that a study of the LC tables alone
could not explain, that could hitherto
be understood only from accessto the
LC shelflist or from personal knowl-

marks, but this study is rewarding'
The other Part, chaPters one and
nine to thirteen, is evidently aimed
at the administrator who is considering
the shift to LC. It consists of a "Review of the Use of the LC Classification" by Maurice F. Tauber and chapters on organization of materials in
academic libraries (C. R. Cox) and
public libraries (M. Sanner) changing
io LC: orientation of staff and clientele (M. D. Herrick): cost estimates
and time schedules in reclassification
(.|. E. Hitchcock); and advantages and
disadvantagesof LC (P. A. Richmond).
If this excellent work has shortcomings, they derive from its origin in an
institute designed Partly to inform
and partly to convince. Its two parts
have little intrinsic connection and,

.

437

while excellent, are rounded out not
by each other bur by other volumes.
For example, students or catalogers
without previous exposure to the LC
classification will profit from reading
chapters two to eighr jointly wirh J. P.
Immroth's A Guide to Library ol
C on gress C lassi,fication (Rochester,
N. Y., Libraries Unlimited, 1968), L.
LaMontagne's American Library Classification uith Special Reference to the
Library of Congress (Hamden, Conn.,
Shoe String Press, 196r) and C. W.
Grout's Explanation of the Tables
Used in the Schedules of the Library
of Congress Classification (New York,
School of Library Service, Columbia
University, rg4o).
Chapters one and nine to thirteen,
on the other hand, might be read in
conjunction with Problems in Library
Classification: Dewey 17 and Conaersion lto ZC], edited by T. Samore
(New York, R. R. Bowker, 1968).
While most helpful to administrators
and head catalogers planning to convert, these chapters are not designed
for the person who is trying to make
up his mind. In fairness, this was not
the purpose of the Institute. To some
extent the "other side" was given one
official voice, Phyllis Richmond's "General Advantages and Disadvantages of
Using the Library of Congress Classification" which, however, is most gentle in listing disadvantages and somehow turns most of them into virtues.
Is the situation really that clear cut?
Scattered especially through chapters
one, two, and thirteen are indications
that many DDC sins are inherent in
LC as well, but here they are facts
rather than obstacles: the scattering of
aspectsof one subject; the need felt by
more than half of the libraries to have
some local variations; the continuous
revision of the scheme which sometimes makes numbers on printed cards
no longer valid, redistributes material
on a subject, and seemsat least to this
writer an obstacle to browsing if the
numbers are copied blindly as many
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administrators insist; and, most important, the fact that both schemesare
used so as to permit only one subject
approach, one location per item. Both
schemesmust use subject headings as
crutches to provide multiple subject
approach. Food for thought to all who
browse.
Readers who have still an open
mind about the merits of changing
from one single-approach scheme to
another should read J. M. Perreault's
provocative Re-classification : Some
Warnings and a Proposal (Urbana,
University of Illinois Graduate School
of Library Science Occasional Paper
No. 87, September 1967) which one
can only hope points the way to the
future.
One of the unintended results of this
Institute may well be a major reawakening of the classified catalog,
this dme in computerized form. Richmond seesits possibilities, using LC as
the basis; Perreault recommends it,
using the UDC as base. It is worth
thorough investigation.-lohn
I. Boll,
Professor, Library School, Uniaersity
of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsi,n.

\A/asserman, Paul, and Mury Lee
Bundy, eds. Reader in Library Ad'
ministration. Washington, NCR/
Microcard Editions, r969. xii, 4o3 p.
$ro.95.
For those who have long believed
that library education must face up
inadequacies
to tlle administrative
which beset far too many libraries, the
Wasserman and Bundy Reader is indeed welcome. The editors have
acknowledged publicly what some feel
privately, that very little exists in li
brary literature which provides much
insight into the theory and practice of
administration. Most of the library
literature in this area fails to recognize that more than thirty years has
passed since Taylor, Mooney, Gulick,
et al., "discovered their principles."
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This Reader, in terms of its audience
(there are better general readers in
public administration available) is an
important beginning in helping li
brary educators and practitioners to
fill the thirty-year gap.
Since the need is so great, and so
little has been done, I am reluctant to
be overly critical of the editors. The
criticism should in no way legitimatize
the positions of those who have consistently adhered to unsound past
practices and who have either directly
or indirectly contributed to the growing bureaucratic pathology. Such a
pathology is clearly evidenced in the
manner in which libraries are typically
administered today.
The primary criticisms of the editors
fall into the following two categories.
First, there is the unwarranted assumption that the substantive content of the
book is readily digestible by almost all,
e.9., "A volume of this kind can be
used in a number of ways: in place of
a textbook and as an accompaniment
to class lectures, as a supplementary
course reading, and as a basis for indi
vidual study with or without a discussion sequence, It may also be studied
to advantage by practicing administrators not engaged in formal study"
(pp. xi-xii). Reality confronts such an
assertion, which, if taken seriously,
would defeat the editors' stated objectives. Such a universal or broadsweeping appeal is in and of itself
susPect.
The second major criticism flows
from the first. The book is poorly
organized. Without a sound understanding of the old theory of organization (pre-rg4o) it is unreasonable to
expect the neophyte to appreciate the
impact and importance of Herbert
Simon's article on "The Proverbs of
Administration." Yet the book begins
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with this article. Clearly, in order to
achieve their most difficult objective,
the editors were remiss in not providing us with an esay, preferably an
original one, which would have given
the user the proper context to assess
and understand the readings. If an
original essaywere not possible, then
selected excerpts from a book such as
Dwignt Waldo's The Stud,y of Public
Admi.nistration (rSSf) would have
been very desirable and beneficial.
Probably the most disappointing section is the one on finance and budgetary controls. Only one afticle was
selected, and while it is a very good
one, it is also outdated. One of the
most exciting developments in administration has been in the area of
budgeting. The editors had an impressive array of high quality articles and
books on this topic which were available to them. Recently, for example,
tlne Public Administrati,on Redew de'
voted its entire issue to "Planning,
Systems"
Budgeting
Programming,
(December 1966), The entire area of
budgeting is undoubtedly important
and would have been particularly useful to the broad area of "technical
services."
One must conclude that the Reader
is an important start in the right direction. We must not, however, be satisfied that this book will dramatically
alter the challenge facing library education today-the systematic description, analysis,and application of sound
administrative theory from the classroom to the field. A sustained critical
analysis of the problem is required.
T!r'e Reader does not and cannot relieve us of this need.-Ernest R. DeProspo, Jr., Graduate School of LiState
brary Serice, Rutgers-The
tlni,uersity, New Brunswick, New
Jersey.

.

439

When the
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Libraries
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By EvelynHensel and
Peter D. Veillette
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bidding, contracts
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Price to be Announced

Library Automation
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Frazer G. Poole and
Alphonse E. Trezza, Editors
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sponsored by ALA's Library
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A State of the Art Review
S t e p h e nR . S a l m o n ,E d i t o r
A non-technical report on the proceedings of the first Institute on
Library Automation sponsoredby
the Information Science and
Automation Division of ALA.
Details progress in information
networks, systems analysis and
design,building planning, cataloging and other areas.

,oor,

$750

International
Subscription Agents
An Annotated Directory, 2d ed.
Comprehensive directory of more
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countries, materials and services
available, businessdata. Prepared
by a joint committee of the ALA.
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A SOURCE
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DIRECTORY

Edited by Paul Wasserman
Dean of the t niversiw of Marvland
School of Librarv and Informatioi
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