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RDA :  
Resource Description and Access 

ÅRDA has been developed as a 
replacement for AACR2 

ïBy the Joint Steering Committee (JSC) 

ÅInternational effort: U.S., U.K., Canada, 
Australia, Germany 

ÅPublished in June 2010 

ÅTesting by U.S. libraries  July 2010-March 
2011 
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Gradual implementation 

ÅLibrary of Congress will complete its 
implementation by March 31, 2013 

ÅMany libraries are beginning to work in RDA 

 

ÅWhen to implement is a local decision 

ÅRDA records are compatible with AACR2 
records 

ïMost libraries will not re-catalog  
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RDA 

ÅFundamental re-thinking of cataloging theory and practice 
ïYet designed to be compatible with existing records 

 

ÅBased on internationally established principles, models 
and standards 
 
ÅDesigned with the user in mind, using terminology that 

makes sense 
 
ÅA more consistent and flexible framework for describing 

all types of resources 
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RDA ... 

Ådefines individual data elements, many with 
controlled vocabulary lists 
 

Åcan (and will) be used with MARC, but is 
structured to work with new data formats 
 

Åclearly indicates the nature of relationships ς e.g., 
between works and their creators 
 

Åwill support the integration of library catalog data 
into the broader environment 
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Things that are changing with RDA 

Å/ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ 

 

ÅConceptual changes in how we think about 
cataloging and do cataloging 

 

ÅStructural changes that will affect the role of 
library data in the web environment 
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Â User tasks 
ω Find 

ω Identify 

ω Select 

ω Obtain 

 

Â Entity-relationship model 
ω Entities: Group 1, 2, 3 

ω Relationships 

ω Attributes 

Functional Requirements for 
Bibliographic Records (FRBR) 
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FRBR entities: Group 1 

Å(products of intellectual or artistic endeavor)  

      = the things we collect 

 

ïWork 

ïExpression 

ïManifestation 

ïItem 
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Work 

Slide from William Denton and Jodi Schneider Hosted by ALCTS 



Expressions 

Les Trois Mousquetaires 

Text in French 

Translation into English 

14 

Spoken word 

Slide adapted from Denton and Schneider 



Manifestations 

books 

Videocassettes 
DVDs 

CDs 
Slide from William Denton and Jodi Schneider Hosted by ALCTS 



Viking, 2006 manifestation: 2 items at UO 

Trident, 1999 manifestation: 1 item at UO 

Items 

Copy 1 

Copy 2 
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Original Work - 

Same 

Expression 

Same Work ï  

New Expression 
New Work Cataloging Rules Cut-

Off Point 

Derivative Equivalent Descriptive 

Facsimile 

Reprint 

Exact 

Reproduction 

Copy 

Microform 

Reproduction 

Variations 

or Versions 

Translation 

Simultaneous 

ñPublicationò 

Edition 

Revision 

Slight 

Modification 

Expurgated 

Edition 

Illustrated 

Edition 

Abridged 

Edition 

Arrangement 

Summary 
Abstract 
Digest 

Change of Genre 

Adaptation 

Dramatization 

Novelization 
Screenplay 

Libretto 

Free 

Translation 

Same Style or 

Thematic Content 

          
Parody 

Imitation 

Review 

Criticism 

Annotated 

Edition 

Casebook 

Evaluation 

Commentary 

Barbara Tillett: Family of Works  
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FRBR entities: Group 2 

Åthose responsible for the intellectual and 
artistic content* 

 

ïPerson 

ïCorporate body 

ïFamily 
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Work 

Expression 

Manifestation 

Item 

Group 2 

many 

is owned by 

is produced by 

is realized by 

is created by 

Person 

Corporate Body 

Family 

Slide from Barbara Tillett Hosted by ALCTS 



RDA outline: Attributes (sect. 1-4) 

 

ÅRecording attributes of: 

ïmanifestation and item     (chapters 1-4) 

ïwork and expression    (chapters 5-7) 

ïperson, family, and corporate body (chapters 8-11) 

ïconcept, object, event,* place    (chapters 12-16) 
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Changes in terminology 

ÅAuthor     Ą  Creator 

 

ÅHeading    Ą  Authorized access point 

 

ÅUniform title   Ą Preferred title 

 

ÅMain entry   Ą [ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŎŀǘŜŘ] 
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Changes in catalog records 

Åά¢ŀƪŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜέ ƛƴ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
transcribe: 

ïTitle, statement of responsibility, edition, 
publication information, etc. 

 

ïMuch less adjusting, abbreviating, omitting, 
bracketing 

ïNo longer using [sic] for errors 
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AACR2: 

Title:  Bizzare [sic] tales 

Edition: 3rd rev. ed. 

Alt title:  Bizarre tales 

 

 

RDA: 

Title:  Bizzare tales 

Edition: Third revised edition 

Alt title: Corrected title: Bizarre tales (optional) 
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Capitalization MAY differ 

ÅMay match what is on the item 
 

AACR2: 

Title:   Baltic journal of art history 

 

RDA: 

Title:  Baltic journal of art history 

         OR 

   Baltic journal of ART HISTORY 

Hosted by ALCTS 



No more [et al.] 

ÅNo limit on the number of people recorded in a single 
statement of responsibility 

 

AACR2: 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ κ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ Wolfinger ... [et al.]. 
 

 

RDA: 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ κ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ Wolfinger, Martin Shapiro, 
Fred I. Greenstein, Steven J. Rosenstone. 

 

Alternative:   

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ κ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ Wolfinger [and three others]. 
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Changes in access points 

Åbƻ ƳƻǊŜ άǊǳƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜέ 

ïMore than three creators? 
 

Wolfinger, Raymond E.    ** required 

!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘ κ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ ²ƻƭŦƛƴƎŜǊΣ aŀǊǘƛƴ 
Shapiro, Fred I. Greenstein, Steven J. Rosenstone. 

   

   Access points: Shapiro, Martin. 

    Greenstein, Fred I. 

    Rosenstone, Steven J. 

Allowed, but 

not required 
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Changes in headings/access points: 
personal names 

ÅAbbreviations spelled out: 
 

Lee, John, 18th cent.           Ą   Lee, John, 18th century 

King, Mike, 1946 Oct. 10-   Ą   King, Mike, 1946 October 10 

Smith, Jane, ca. 1820-1865 Ą Smith, Jane, approximately 1820-1865 

Tate, Ellen, fl. 1893-1940    Ą   Tate, Ellen, active 1893-1940 
 

 

ÅTerms indicating relationships are part of the name: 
 

Williams, Hank, 1949-        Ą  Williams, Hank, Jr., 1949- 
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Corporate names & titles 

Åά5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘέ ǎǇŜƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀȅ 

 Ohio. Dept. of Commerce  Ą  Ohio. Department of Commerce 

 

ÅParts of the Bible 

  Bible. O.T.                       Ą  Bible. Old Testament 

  Bible. O.T. Genesis       Ą  Bible. Genesis 

  

ÅOther sacred scriptures 
           Koran                            Ą  vǳǊΩŀƴ 
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Latin terms replaced 

ÅAACR2, when you could not even guess place 
of publication or name of publisher: 

 [S. l.] : [s.n.] 
 

ÅRDA:  

[Place of publication not identified] : [publisher not 
identified] 

 

Χbut actually we will most often give a probable 
place, even just:  [United States?] 
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Publication & copyright dates 

ÅAACR2:  

ïIf date of publication is unknown, the copyright 
date is given in its place 

ïCopyright date not usually in the record otherwise 

 

ÅRDA:  

ïcopyright date is a separate element and is often 
included in records, even if the same as 
publication date 
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AACR2: 

[S.l.] : Harvest House Pub., c2010. 

 

RDA: 

[United States] : Harvest House Publishers,  

         [2010], ©2010. 

 

OR :    [2010]. 

OR:     [date of publication not identified], 
copyright  2010. 
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New MARC coding 
for publication information: 264  

Provides separate statements for information 
about publication, distribution, manufacture, 
and copyright 

 

264  _1   [United States] : $b Harvest House Publishers,  

         $c [2010] 

264  _4  $c ©2010 
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Catalog display making use of separate 

statements (Stanford University Libraries) 
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Less abbreviating, more words 

 

AACR2: 

  86, [21] p. : ill., 1 folded map ; 24 cm. 

 

RDA: 

  86 pages, 21 unnumbered pages : illustrations, 1 
 folded map ; 24 cm 
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No more [General material designation] 

ÅGMD is the bracketed information in the title that 
conveys the type of material 

 [electronic resource] 

 [sound recording] 

 [videorecording] 

 

ÅReplaced by three new elements: 
ïContent type     (text, performed music, spoken word, etc.) 

ïMedia type  (audio, microform, video, etc.)  

ïCarrier type (audio disc, online resource, videodisc, etc) 
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MARC fields replacing the GMD 

Å336   Content type 

Å337   Media type 

Å338   Carrier type 

 

ÅThese collectively replace the [GMD] 

ÅQuestions about catalog display 
ïIcons?  

ïText?  
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AACR2 : e-book 

 

Game of thrones and philosophy [electronic resource] :  

logic cuts deeper than swords / edited by Henry Jacoby.  

RDA : e-book 

  

Game of thrones and philosophy : logic cuts deeper than 

swords / edited by Henry Jacoby.  

  

 336  $a text $2 rdacontent  

 337  $a computer $2 rdamedia  

 338  $a online resource $2 rdacarrier  
 

  

Replace GMD 
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Examples: moving images 

DVD 

  two-dimensional moving image    

  video 

  videodisc 

 

Streaming video 

  two-dimensional moving image    

  computer 

  online resource 
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Examples: music 

CD 

  performed music    

  audio 

  audio disc 

 

Score 

  notated music    

  unmediated 

  volume 
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LŦ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘΧ  

ÅaƛƎƘǘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴέ ŦƛŜƭŘ όоллύΥ 

 

Title:     RED DIAPER BABY 

Description:    1 DVD video (90 min.) : digital, sound,  
     color ; 4 ¾ in. 

     two-dimensional moving image 

     video 

     videodisc     
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BYUôs catalog 
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Challenges with loss of GMD 

ÅSome libraries rely on the GMD to alert 
patrons and staff to format of material 

ÅLarge print 

ïNew MARC subfield, recently implemented: 

Å340   Physical medium     $n Font size 

ÅExample:   340   $n Large print 

ÅSome will continue to add GMD locally 

ïmap terms from new fields? 

ïpossibilities with MarcEdit? 
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RDA Carrier Type displayed in search results (BYU) 
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Discovery layer: 

RDA record for a DVD in WorldCat Local 
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